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idea in 45:14,

The theme of God's love for Israel and the ceritainty that He will ree
gather and deliver them is continued in verses four %o seven.

in v§:se -:ei'gh’c the theme of the vanity of idols recurs. ALl the natioﬁa'
are called u;"pon again %o a.ppeaf before the Lord and to attempt to show :t.ha%
their 'fallse gods have either knowledge or power. In conirast to this God
declares in verse ten thal the Israelites are His witnesses. They are His
sarvanfhz ivhém_ He has chosen; in spite of everything that has happened isréei_
is to be the medium through which His world-wide woril s 1s to be' acoome’
plished. . . '_

Vorses eleven and twelve repeat the thought of the éiaatness of God as
the only possible saviour. Verses fourteen io sevenieen stress the deliverance
from Babylon which God will bring about. In Torses elghteen to twentyeons He
declaves that ever His great riead.a of old will be mgsed by the new wondsrful
acts which He will perform and that th.is people whlch He formed for Himself w7ill
yet show forth His praise. ' -

Batwaéﬁ_' verses twenty-one and twenty-iwo occurs a sharp transition from
God's pronises of wonderful thiﬁgs which He will ds fox Hls people to His
recognlition of their preosent attitude. We have already notviced what a pathetic
ata.tsni_en%‘. is found in verses twenty;two %o twenty-four. How the Lord yesrns
over His pacple and longs that they shall really love Him and endeavor %o _ha ;
true to Him} Can we no_’o ima.gine. Him even today yearniné, 'o;srer those who helié:ve
in Him? How He must look ﬁpon ue with longing thabt we would truly serve Him
and turn away from the many minor things which we allow to usurp His plece in
our 1ivas rnd %o keep us from giving Him that full devotion which He desires!

Even desplte the sin of Israel so batheticaliy venembered here God declares
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