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Before looking at it let us examine the verses which intorvene.

Verse five agein declares the omnipetence of God. Xven the people
who deny His existance recelve their very brasth only because He chooses.
to glve it to them. Hez is the One who has created all ﬁi"‘ngs. Wha.t_i_s_the_ '
duty of His servant? Verses six and seven declare thet His servaﬁt is to
be a covenant of the paople and a light of the Gentiles. His sexvant ie tc
open hiiﬁd...é.yés. to bring out prisonexs from the p:r.*iscn. How ca;n Israel dn
this wnﬂn :me is herself a priaoner.

In verses eight %o olghteen the theme of tho g-»«oc,meas of God ag come
parad. witnkthe futility of the idols is constsmt.ly in m_n_.a.. It is God who-
will a,écomplish the deliverance snd bring mighty -i‘.hinga to pass. Those whq_.

truet in idols will be greatly schamed.

A Perplexing Problem .
The misgiving which we have mentioned ac inevitsbly occcurring in the
mind of Israel in relation to the wonderful picture of the 1desl servent is
clearly axzpressed in verse nineteen =nd following. The Lord ssys, "Who ls
blind but my servent, or deaf, as my meszenger thel I sent?" Verse twenty=-
one teils us thét the Lord will indeed magnify His rightecousness, but in verse
twenty-two we are agein brought fece to face with the greéat difficulty. How

can Israel fulfill the demands of the work of the servant of the Lord whem
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"thie is a people robbed and spoiled; they are azll ¢f theanm snsred in holes, i -?j i
? :/
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and they are hid in prison nouseéj{“ ; _ { Mf 161 3
1% is a problem which seems unanswerable. However, there is an additio B
note thalb deserves %o be stressed. Verss twenty-four peints out the reason
why Israsl has come into this condition. "Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and -

Israel to the yobbers? did not the Lord, he against whom we heve sinned? for
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