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Yow for the first stase we have in the book of Nehemizh the account of the people coming
together and Ezra reading to them the law of Moses and their declaring their intention to
abide by it and that is said to be an account of the so we cannot say that there

i1s a complete lack of positive evidence of the first stage. We can question whether this
actuelly is evidence of the first stage but there is at least something to questdéon. 1In

the case of the second and third tuere is mot even anythtng to question. «e have nc evidence
whatever of any such meaning. That doesn't prove there wasn't any such meaning but it is
strange éndeed there wouldn't be evidence oi it. If there were =& man to be founu dead
down here in some homxexsa morning on a side street and you say no one saw anybowy g into
thehouse, noboay say any one come out of the house, it camnot have oeen a muraer. Feople
woula say but how do we know, someone might have gone in, in the aark and no one hzve seen
them - such things happen. Jut ii Pres, Trumen were found dead in the White House some
morning ana they would say - wed&l, no one has come in or out of the white Eouse except the
people are well known, it cannot have peen 2 murder. Somebody woula say I think Govli Dewey
murdered him. They micht say - well, aid anybody see hip go in, or out? Then he cannot
have done it. In & situation which is guareed ana all that, i1t wcula be very strange if

ke were able to get into the White Eouse and ont again without there being some evidence.
Now in this case, if such a meeting was Leld, there woula likely to be scvme evidence of it.
Phe evidence might be distorted. In the first stage we have eviaence of the meeting, out
the evidence of the meeting, i1 it was such a meeting as the critics say, was distorted.
Decause the evidence as it stands does not say that thcre was a meeting to establish a
canon. The evidence says that the people came together to hear the law o1 Moses which their
ancestors had bpelieved in and to hear ¥het 1t was that their ancestora should have oelievea
in ana followea and their ancestors were sent into exile for not following and they want to
know so they ean follow it now. DMNow that is entirely aisrerent from the establishment oi

a new canon, I1rom the setting up ef something new as authority. It is entirely diiferent
but it 15 evidence o1 & meeting ana ot a meeting which uealt with the matter oz the
authority ot tke woru or God, it is evidence o1 that. and so we can say that there is

e certain amouat of evidence regaerding the tirst stage or tkhe canon. There is evidence that

Josiah swore to xim obey the book of the law of the Lord. MNow we believe tkhat is the whole
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