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of it, but certainly the next purvose that we mentioned would enter in. To encourage the
peorle of God., Here z=re the people of God and they see the ring of thsi great kingdom which
has broken awey from Judah and he is putting up the golden calves and burning incense before
them and they who worship God are given the assurance God is not through. Jeroboam is on the
throne; Jeroboam is doing these things but God says the house of David which God has established
{s sping yet to contimme and have a king who will have sufficlient power to come right up here
and destroy these things. That would be a sreat encouracement to the people of God, wouldn't
it? So to encourage the people of God would enter very definitely into it. Now to give in-
formation as fo the proper action of the particular time would not enter into this particuler
act. It would be rather to exhort to do what knew was risht than to sive any particular new
information.

Now the sixth purpose of - Reassuring and convincing of God's reality and control cer-
tainly woulc a’so be in play here, both with the righteous,who would be reassured that God is
roing to continue to control and that He will put an end to this wicked worship and the wicked
shall be assured that though they are now in control. their control is to come to an end. Cer-
tainly it would reassure of God's reality and control by mere making of such a prediction, in
this very dignified and powerful way. Then, of course, to anthenticate & messenger of God
beforehand, this pzrticnlar statement would not anthenticate to the people standing there the
fact trat this was a messenger of God but to the people three hundred years later this would
give them 2 marvelous evidence that this man had spoken from God and that what he said was
true and that God was one whom they should follow and obey. So that for the people three
hnndred years later it was a marvelous authentication of the other portions of the message
which the man gave, but then we find that the cuestion would immediately be in many people's
minds, "Well, =zre we going to have to stay here three hundred years to find out whether this
is true or not? How do we know whether this man is speaking from Bod? We can't wait that
long to know if it is right." That, of course, is where our present prophets have a zgreat
advantage. FPeople who claim to predict the future today usually predict far enoush ahead that
by the time it comes to pass it's forgotten that they made the prediction and so they don't
injure their reputations by the fact that they have made that prediction and 1f they hit a

thing right one out of ten they that all along for the next fifty years and urge every-
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