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and killing it wi et sl :
nd 411~;ng 1t with a spear and beside it are certain signs in

the cuneiform writing

{+=')

vhich state that King Assurbanifal sFézca »
4

5
fierce desert lan by *he ear and aﬂove his spear through 1ts

an ﬂgrcemﬂnt bctween our 1nterpret tlon of ‘the wrltlng

and uhe scene th b is Ulcuu?Od,-”1V€S strong proof of the accuracy

of our method of Gfte{f%ﬂ&4uaﬁm/;

nnotuar evidence ig found in the many contracts which
were kept in the t@mples in Asayrla and later Bwbjlonlﬁn times.

These contracts which were written in the duneiform wrltlng and

in the Babylonian lsnsuage, generally hadﬁ%ramaic'titles on the
outside covers. OFf this the aramaic is easily read. Tor iﬁstance;

one of them would have an Kkamaic note saying Zabin's debts. In-

side, we find.the'Assyrian text stating that g certain‘imshai has
loéned.anoﬁher man named Zabinu 2 mina of silver, Hee , we h~ve 2
clear agreement of our interpre ﬁtibn of the Babylo&iaﬁ and the
aramaié title on the'dufside of the GOHtC”Ct. .

£

Various other types of eviderce have come to light, giv-

ing us toda absclute certainty thét the decipherment ami’ trans-

lafion_of.fh quyloﬁiﬁn is cofrecf, even thoggh at Firet sight at

seems very strange.

Ags the langusge o? the Bbelonlﬁn cunellorn was worked out,

much pro R”Cés was made on Leﬁdxnr the inscyxiptions that were being
dug up in Mesopotamia. Bome of these proved to be of great impor-
tance_in:connection witb the Biﬁle. In Layard's first excavntign
at Wimroud, he found a blaék'ob@lisk about—% ft. high with square

corners and nictures and inscriptions on four_éides. The picﬁur@s

show caravens of five nationalities bringing tribute to the Assyrizn |

king Shalmanf%xr III. IEach group of pictures rTuns clear around the

four;sides of the shaft. The inscription beneath summarizes about

thirty-one years of military campaigns.
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