24

 Lecture No. 4.

inscriptions in a peculiar type of writing, with sizns made by
a combination of various wedge shaped marks. During the 17th nd
18th centuries, considerable mx¥ interest was aroused by these

columns and by the marks on them and in time, fairly accurate copiem

)
of them.were brought_back.to.ﬂurope and there made available for
study.

.No such ruins had been sem at Mesopotamia, and 1t was
ndf until the heginhing of the 19th centufy.that'muCh intefeﬁ was-
caroused in that region. .Bnrly'in that century, Clsude James Rich
became ;ﬁesidentqof the East India'Company at Bagdad, the most im-.
- ) eV e : ;
portant town' infliesopotamia. He travelled quite a hfﬁ in the land
of the jﬁb@,m&v@yﬂ &nd made occasional émall EXcavgtionS'heré ard,
there., He found s number of inscriptions which he took with him tﬁ'
England. ; . ; . . |
ﬂ ’_ In 1842, thé‘French goverhment created a vice consulate at
- $f} Mosul, several hundred mileS north of Bagdad and sent 2s vice poﬁ-
| sulate Paul Emil Botta, French commerce in the district hardiy
IWarfaﬁted the establishment. The reason for it was the feeling of
certzin leaders in France who had seen the bricks from.Babylonié with
their inscriptions on e ih: the offices of the Zast India Camvany.
in London ahat.something of greatlimportance for our knoﬁledge 0f
ancient times might be'found in that region. B&tta was directed to.
spend his spare time exploring £he.m0unﬂs opposite Mosul and digging
in%o them inorder to find ouf.whethey'they;really_cévered the site of
ancient settlements. ‘He experienced considerable difficulty in find-
ing a promising place to dig. He wﬁrked'for three months in the
mound. of Kéﬁyunjik.dﬁfrpss thelTigris from'Mosul.' Finding comperati#ef

B o . i i E: i
ly little{ﬁggglggﬂigggzgsﬁd he became discouraged and changed the

field of his operations to a hill called Knorsabad, about fourteen
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miles to the southeést,-_Haré_he-found_a palace filled with: interest ing
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