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Lecture No. 4. : e

We sﬁall now'turn'our‘attention to the other great center
of.ancient life, MBSOpotamia.. We have already noticeg the similar-
ities and the differqlceé between the geographioa;_situation of
Mesopotamia anﬁ that of Egypt. In the earliest period, Egypt was

a center of a iife of‘greater importance than that of Mesopotamia.

" In later times, the power of Mesopotamia overshadowed that of Egypt,

but even in the earliest times, Nesopotamla was & center of culture
of greaf poominence and hed an 1nP1uence upon all the surroundlng
count rleé, even upon @jypt 1tself.

One hundred yeavs ago, very little was known about anciént
Egypt, but fér.less was known about ancient Mesopotamia. In REgypt
there were imposing ruins above ground which had been observed occas-
ionally by travellers all through the ages. In‘ﬁesqpétamia sﬁch remaihs-
above ground were almost non-existing. The very location of the great
cities of znclent MeSOpotale vias unknowvn. Nineveh was cbmpleteiy
unknown and-uhe site of Babylon was disputed. Lhere were no grept
temples o?-palaces to show that a great 01v1llzat10n had ever eX1s+ed
in anéienﬁjtimes in this [falley. ' The nearest thlng of the klnd was a
gobd deal further east, in Persia, Eersia is a2 high plateau_land;f
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to the east of Mesopotamia. It is not quite'as devoid of stones aé

mesonot mia and bulldlng could be more eapzlj done in stom o - In
Mesopotamia, the great part of the buildings were made of brick, the
outer n#rt of which crumbled away in the damp climnte. In Persia,

: fortv m11es northep t of ghqu? is a range of hlllq comyoqed of dnr

gray.llmesaone, nll@d Mt. Pm chmet. In front of this ridge there
riges above the plain a large terrace like platform; A wall had been
built in front of thig platform in ancient times, 1évelled off at
the ﬁoﬁ and great palacés and temples had been built on top of .it.
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Dur1n~ the Middle Ages various Buropean travellers had visited this’

and nad admired the great remains at this place. They contained




	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Syllabi.htm


