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In this aééount as contaigéﬁ;in the Bible,.ﬁe fihd é great
deal of loecal color, mahylof the incidental details in it are things
whidq are commonly found'in the literature 'and also in the ruins of
ancient FEgypt and which would be out of place in most other coun-
fries, For ihstance, it is easy to show that dreams were regarded *f!
with supefsﬁitious attention in Egypt. The positioh that-Potiphar
entrusted tp Joseph in making him overseer over his house was an office ¢«
which ~ctually éxisted in the houses of great Egyptian noblese— ;
The office of imj r pr.?-?%e titles "chief of the butlers" am
"chief of the bnkerﬁ" actually occur in Egypfién inseriptions.
Pharaoh)s birthday was an occasion of feaéting and possibly also for
release of prisoners. Magicians existed in TEgypt. The signet ring,

the vestures of fine linen and the gold chain about his neck, Wthh o

.'rhpraohgpve to Joseph were flttlng gifts from an Hgyptian king to

one whom he was making hls prime minister. The mumification of both
Jacob and Joseph was in accordance with Begyptian customs.
The biblicél stat@nent thet every shepherd is an abomination
to the EPjUtL?ﬂS is borne out by the Lgyptlpn evidence.
. Such famlnes as the one which is described in connection

with the life of Joseph did =2ctually occur in Hgypt. We have

~several inscriptions in the *tombs of Egyptian governors telling of

the prepnrations that they mode during time s of plenty for fémine
_and telling of.the coming of grevious famines through the failure of
the Nile to overflow its baﬁké as usual and how.they képt their
people alive during thst period by distributing the corn that they
héd gathered. One of these inscriptions comes from = period rather
near the time of Joseph and has‘béen thought by some to refer to the
very incident described in the Bible, but the date of it is too un-

certoin to be sure that thig refers to this particular famine.
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