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In order to propefly.ﬁﬁdéfstaﬁd the Old Teatament, it
is necessery to know something of the countries whiéh ﬁeré’arcund
Palestine in various directiors. Beceuse their relations with
?alestine influenced it tremendonsly at all points in its history.
The most important of these regions were Egypt 2nd Mesopotamia.
Zgypt is to the southwest of Palestine and Mesopotamia is to the
easf. Palestine is about half-way between the two, 2 1little nearer
to Egypt th=2n to Mesopotamia. Between Palestine and Egypt on the
one k=T is a great'desert and there is a still greater ore betwea
Palestine and Mesopotamia. On the northern rim of this eastern
desert, there is z narrow strip of watered country vhere there is
the poséibility of a certain amount of humah settlerent, So that
the trip from Palestine to MéSOpotamia, while it is longer than that
to Egypt, is not quite as difficult.

Bgypt and Mesopotamia have very much in common.. Each of

them is

il

land which is formed by a river flowing through 2 dry

region., In Egypt, if it were not for the Nile River, it woul® simp-

1y be a section of the Sahara Desert. Egypt has been called the

"3ift of the Nile" and that is no exaggeration at all.

Egypt and Lower Egypt. Lower Egypt is the Delta Region where the

' Wile River spreadd out into many different branches and finally

"reaches the Mediterranean Sea through a number of the channels.

Between these different branches of the Nile on the lsnd that has
bean built up by sediment Bfaught down by the Nil ,. there has always
been a large populétion living in the very fertile territory that is
thus m=de. This Delta Region extends about tWQiﬁhﬁﬁredtmilea to

the south. Then we come to the end of-tb so-c2lled Lower Egypt,

to the point the Nile Gomes in a single.channel.

. Upper Egypt extends about five hundred miles south of
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