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Is Christian Knowledge Scientific? (6)

actually do more harm than good. The text was drawn from the events described in

Judges 4. When Sisera, the enemy of God's people, was fleeing from the Israelites,

he came to the home of Jael and demanded that she hide him from his pursuers. In

the course of his request that she thus align herself against the people of God,

Sisera said to her: "It shall be when any man doth come and enquire of thee, and

say, Is there any man here? that thou shalt say, No." Thus the story of a heathen

captain ordering a woman to tell a lie was given as an example for the Christian

life! Surely the great good that was done by the fine presentation of the impor

tance of saying No to evil was more than offset by the terrible injury done to

scientific Christian study through putting into people's minds the idea that a few

words could be taken out of context and so interpreted as to give a lesson quite

unrelated to their origin.

The error of basing great decisions on one or two verses of Scripture is by no

means novel in Christian history. Great denominations have refused to work

together because of the emphasis they placed on two or three verses of Scripture

which each would interpret in a different way.

If a few verses of the Bible are taken by themselves it is often easy to get

an impression very different from what would result from similarly stressing other

verses. Thus some have taken such statements about the temptations of the flesh as

the reference to "our vile body" in Phil. 3:21 or to "the body of this death" in

Rom. 7:24 as meaning that the body is evil and should be neglected or even

destroyed. It is easy to find verses in the Bible that would seem to favor a

strict asceticism. Yet other verses declare that the body is the temple of the

Holy Spirit and should be respected and nourished.

The Bible does not contradict itself. If read superficially the Book of James

seems to contradict Paul's view of faith. Yet careful examination shows that it

merely presents another aspect of the same truth. Our understanding of Biblical

teaching is far greater if all sections of the Bible are taken into consideration.
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