
Is Christian Knowledge Scientific? (5)

sentence. Every scientist must determine whether the communications he receives

are accurate and dependable.

The text of the Bible has been preserved with greater accuracy than that of

any other ancient book, but not with complete accuracy. Cod has permitted small

errors to come in as a warning against building too much on the interpretation of

one verse instead of comparing Scripture with Scripture. Although it is a natural

human tendency to seek authority instead of examining facto',- the Bible contains no

promise that God will provide such an authority to determine the minutiae of the

correct text. There is no reason to believe that He inspired Erasmus, Beza,

Stephanus, the Elzevirs, or the translators of the King James Version to make an

infallible selection of manuscripts. He left it to Christian scholars to examine

the hundreds of manuscripts that have been preserved, to compare them as to age and

quality and to check their various readings, in order to determine, as well as

possible, the exact wording of the original manuscripts. Wherever there is insuf

ficient evidence for a proper decision, we need to hold an attitude of suspended

judgment and not to build any important teaching on a passage that is uncertain.

A scientific approach to the Scripture requires that-it be studied as a whole,

that those matters be emphasized that it emphasizes, and that care be taken not to

quote verses out of context, unless there is clear evidence that they summarize the

teaching of a passage.

Many years ago a famous evangelical minister, noted for his conservatism,

preached a sermon that both thrilled and disgusted me. It was on "the power of

saying no." I shall never forget the resonant voice of that eloquent man as over

and over in the course of the sermon he repeated his text, "Thou shalt say, Nor"

Stirring illustrations were given to show the necessity of saying no to temptation,

to incitement to sin, and to all that is evil. Yet I felt that the sermon might
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