
Is Christian Knowledge Scientific? (3)

kind of people would live there? What sort of language would they speak? What

sort of personality would they have? What kind of government would be there? They

might ask whether its rivers run north to south like the Mississippi, or south to

north like the Nile, east to vest like the Columbia, or vest to east like the

Amazon. They could ask a thousand questions but there would be no way that they

could get answers unless they were to receive a communication from someone who had

been there. Thus communication is a very vital part of science. Whenever one has

no direct personal access to the necessary data, it is essential.

A dependable revelation from the all-knowing Creator is the most scientific

way to get information about eternal matters. In the Bible God has given such a

communication, or revelation, telling us facts that we could no more learn by our

own unaided observation than a man could learn about China if no one had ever been

there.

Revelation, or communication, is a basic necessity to the progress of science.

Science consists in the observation of phenomena and the gathering of data,

followed by careful classification and analysis, and by the making of models in an

attempt to fit together the observed facts and to find principles that are valid in

large areas of reality. The scientific attitude accepts whetever is well authenti

cated by many observations or can be attested by controlled experiments, and

sharply distinguishes between the description of such observations and the theories

or hypotheses that may be built upon them. The making of guesses and the spinning

of theories is very vital for the progress of science, but it is equally vital that

theories and guesses be labeled as such and not accepted without careful

consideration and reexamination from time to time.

A truly scientific approach to the Scripture requires that it be considered as

a collection of data communicated to us by the Creator of the universe. It is our

duty to analyze and study these data, to build models from them, to test such
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