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Is Christian Knowledge Scientific? (2)

When Christians speak of revelation they mean exactly what scientists. mean

when they speak of communication. The words are synonymous; the term revelation is

more apt to be used when we speak of a communication from a Divine being.

It is impossible by purely human methods to gain access to the data involved

in learning what happens to us after death, what is the purpose of life, or what is

the nature of God. All these are matters that can be determined only through data

obtained from One who knows.

Until the great astronomical observatory was built on Mt. Palomar in Cali

fornia, Mt. Wilson had the world's largest telescope. It also had a smaller tele

scope that was always focused directly on the sun. Every 15 minutes a picture of

the sun was made. These pictures were studied in order to learn more about the

great changes that are constantly taking place in that tremendous source of energy

and light. Other telescopes in observatories at different places around the world

were similarly pointed toward the sun. If clouds should obscure the view from Mt.

Wilson its astronomers knew that pictures were being taken at the same time by

telescopes in other areas. Every night, when it was dark on Mt. Wilson, other

telescopes were facing the sun, so that a continuous record of its activity was

being made at all times. Not over a third of this record came from the direct

observation of the astronomers on Mt. Wilson. The rest had to be received through

communications based on observations by telescopes in other parts of the world.

If no westerner had ever visited China, and if no one had ever come from

there, it would be extremely difficult for scientists to gain any knowledge of that

region. Suppose that a group of very brilliant scientists were to sit on top of a

mountain on the Pacific coast facing the ocean. As they looked out at the ocean,

at the waves and at the clouds, they might begin to question whether there was

another country beyond. They might ask how large such a country would be. What
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