
11/17/72 Isaiah Class - - Organic Inorganic Prophecy
Illustrated from Judges 4-5; Ps. 22; Isa. 53

This morning I'm going to take a step backwards and get a running

start in order to throw light on one or two things that are yet ahead

in the sections of Isa. 53 at which we have looked. So if you would

open your Bibles to Judges 4, we have the story of an event in which

certain prophecies are contained. I want you to look carefully at the

prophecies to see their bearing, see what the similarities or difference

between them is, see exactly what you think they mean.

Reading text of Judges 4:1-3. He had 900 chariots of iron. We

notice this is the beginning of the iron age. The Israelites did not

yet have much that was iron. They had bronze implements, and bronze

is frobably just as good as iron for most purposes, but it is harder

to make. It is much harder to mould, to fit into proper shapes. There

is less of it and so a great deal of iron is better than a little bronze

and these people had acces to iron. Eventually the Israelities got it

but not until after the reign of Saul. So here he had 900 chariots of
horses

iron and also he had the ckarft* to draw the chariots. With the horses

and with his 900 chariots of iron he could overcome 10,000 Israelites

very easily. The chariots and horses could make a dash in among them

and destroy them and disappear before they could do anything. So he

could make his lightening war on them. The result was that he with

a much smaller number of people held this great number of Israelites

in subjection.

Then we read that after 20 years, the time came (vs.4) that

Deborah, a prophetess she judged Israel at that time They do not

try to give us a history of all the events in the judging of Israel.

The civil of history of Israel is not..given much during this period

because the purpose of the book of Judges-is to show us how th-e people

turned away from God at times and how God delivered them in time, and

the accounts of the civil govt. are rather incidental.
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Therefore we have no reason to know that Deborah is the only

woman who ever judged Israel. We don"t know who the leaders were and

what the situation was. At this time Deborah was the one who was

judging Israel so she occupied a position of great importance among

these downtrodden people. She dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah. You

see how important she become so that the particular place was named after

her. Between Rainah and Bethel in mount Ephraim, and the children of

Israel came up to her for judgment."

"And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-

naphtali," In our days )tØ$ with all the weapons of war that you have
almost

an army of women could probably could fight/as well as an army of men.

But in those days war was a matter of physical strength to ;quite a large

extent, and women were pretty much bystanders when it came to war. So

though she is judging Israel, here is a war situation and she calls Barak

the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali. Now Barak may have been a

man of great importance in the political life of Israel at the time. But
what

all we know about him is wakt is told here, how Deborah cilled on him

to give help in this special emergency. And she said to him, God and draw

toward mount Tabor. She started earlier: "Hath not the Lord God of Israel

commanded saying - that's a peculair way to say it isn't it? Has he

not commanded? Well, how does he know? She means that the command is given

to her She knows it and she is passing it on Hasn't the Lord commanded'

God and draw toward Mt. Tabor and take with thee 10,000 men of the

children of Naphtali and of the children -of Zebülun. Under àrdináry cir

cumstances that would be a very very foolish command to give. The children

of Israel were scattered here and there, living in caves and Kovels

trying to get along. A smaller number of the Canaánltes would come through

occasionally and would plunder them, but they were managing to survive.

But you get 10,000 of them together and immediately Sisera and his chairots



11/17/72 Isaiah page 3

can dash through them and wreck them and put an end to them and then

their families are absolutely at the mercy of the Canaanites. Why should
and take them

you take 10,900 f+f of the children of Naphtali and Zebulun/there? Well

she says mount Tabor. Mt. Tabor is a fairly steep mountain. There are

some flatter sections on it, but in general it is quite+$t*p steep.

So you go up the mountains a way and the chariots would be no good.

They would be perfectly safe as long as they stayed there upon the

mountain. So if you want to be safe for a Time the place to be safe

is up on Mt. Tabor as far as the chariots are concerned, and the smaller

number of people that run the chariots. But if you are up there on

the mountain you cannot -- how can you take care of yourself? You can't

get supplies. Sisera would be sitting underneath watching. You are there

and as long as the supplies you have taken with you last you you are

all right. But when your supplies run out then you are up against it.

Then you'd have to come down, and once you come down Sisera could wreck

you. But she continues with the words she says the Lord has given, "And

I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the captain of Jabin's

army with his chariots and his multitude; and I will deliver him into

thine hand." Barak says, Yes that sounds like a mighty good strategy. You

take 10,000 men and put them up on Mt. Tabor, and Mt. Tabor is not one

of the highest mountains in Palestine, but it has pretty good height.

It has this short of a shape so it stands up there like a watch tower.

It is a mountain that can be seen from any part of Palestine. Way over

transjordan you see mt. labor sticking up, or way in the wouth or way

in the north. That is due not simply to its shape but also to the fact

that no other high hill happens to be in a place that cuts of the view

of it from the sections of Palestine. The result is that if they go there

to Mt. Tabor immediately it's going to be known that they are there. That's

immediately going to be known. So "I will draw out Sisera with his chariots
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and multitude" - well that stands to reason. But I will draw to the river
Sisera

Kishon/- that's a little more questionable. Down one side of the mt. comes

the r. Kishon. This is a small stream but a stream which would supply plenti

ful water for the soldiers, and would be a good flat place to encamp, a little

marshy, but plenty of ordinarily dry placesto camp. It would be quite simple

to- for him to bring his troops and to be there where they could keep an eye

on the Israelites where they could attack and destroy them if they were to

come down at any time. And they know they would have to come down some time

because they would starve if they stayed there too 1oig.

Now of course Sisera might not decide to do that. Sisera might instead

go to tk*rfr+ their homes and ravage them and take what little thy have of

their possessions and carry away heir wives captives and once he does much

of that they will have to come down and try to defend their homes. He might

do that or he might spread his troops out in different places around the
she

mountain. Or he might do as he said he will, Go to the River Kishoa, where

he has the best camping place, the most comfortable and convenient place to

be just to watch and wait in-order to be ready to attack him whenever they

wme down. But she said, And the Lord said,I wjlldelivèr him into thine

hand." And Barak immediately knows what she means by that. That is rather

obvious if you were there. All that is ordinarly Kishon is ordinarily a

wonderful place to camp. Ordinarily this wou&d be the proper thing for

Sisera to do, ordinarily. But once in a while there comes a tremendous

storm. Once in a while you get a very big rain storm. It's not often, but

once and a while. Once in a while when this comes this big rain storm

it results in the river overföowing its banks. It makes the whole area

marshy and the soil is such that the horses simply are stymied there. They

stick deep -- their feet stick deep into the mire. They get all excited

they jump around and kick any body lsin the area. There is absolutely

no way to manouver. His 900 chariots of iron will be absolutely helpless
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it a big sudden rain storm comes. But this does not happen often. During

the Middle Ages there was a group which tried this strategy. They took

a sizeable group and went-up Mt. Tabor at the time of year when r sudden

rain storms were apt to occur and that way, they. attracted to them the

opposing army, and they camped thereby the River Kishon and they figured
afoot

that once a storm comes they will be absolutely helpless and we+H tff.t

can destroy them easily, but the rain did not, come. And the re'sult'was they.,

had to give up and go down and they themselves were annihilated.' So Barak

says, GFhis sounds like a mighty good strategy.

First, before we note that he thought it was good strategy, let's

note that that is what actually happened. You go down to vs. 13 andyou

notice that Sisera gathered together all his troops 900 chariots of iron
for this

to the river Kishon, and vs. 14 Deborah said to Barak, Up. fpr+t, as te

day that the Lord hath deliØvered Sisera into thine hand: is not the Lord

gone out before theee?" What does that mean? That means, don't you see the

storm coming? Don't pou see the big clouds there which you don't often

see in that area? Don't you see the rain beginning to pour ** down. Now

is the chance. Has not the Lord gone out before thee?

Now somebody says, That's reading tntq, chapter 4. We don't find that

in ch. 4. Well, we have those words. What do they mean? If you want to find

out look at ch. 5. In ch. 5 you have the song of victory of D. and B. In

their song of victory they refer to how the Lord went out. Vs. 4 says, Lord

when thou wentest out of Seir, when thou marchedst out of the field of Edom,

the earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped water."

There you have your rain definitely described there and what it meant when

the Lord went. Then go over to vs. 20 and you read there about the victory:

"They fought from heaven; the starts in their courses fought against Sisera."

In other words natural circumstances intervened. It was not purely the action

of the Israelites. What were they? Vs. 21, The river of Kishon swept them



11/17/72 Isaiah page 6

away, that ancient river, the river Kishon. 0 my soul, thÔuhast trodden

down strength. Then were the horsehoofs broken by the means of the prans

ings, the pransings of their mighty ones." You see how vividly it describes

the situation which occurred. It worked out exactly as Deborah had pre

dicted. It worked out exactly as Barak had rightly understood, when she

predicted it. But Barak was not 1000% sure. After all the Lord had not

spoken to Barak; He had spoken to Deborah. All he had was Deborah's word

for it. Deborah had said, The Lord has said this. He thought Deborah is a

prophet. God speaks to her. She is passing on His message, that is true.

But he said, Suppose it's wrong. Suppose Deborah isn't passing on His message

People have come in the past to believe that they could trust Deborah to give

them the true word from God, but suppose, as so often happens when somebody

is used of the Lord, they then begin to trust to their own wisdom and say

the Lord has done it. People that the Lord uses in a mighty way often reach

the point where they think that anything that they think must be the Lord's

will, and they begin to say, If you are not following me
"
you are not follow

ing the Lord. Well now he did not think that was true of Deborah. But there

is a little chance. Barak was a cautious man, and Barak was interested in

his reputation. He wanted to go down in history as a man who was a success,

not as a man who was a fit failure. He'd rather go down as a minor success

than as a great failure. It would be better to be a great success than a

minor success, but better be a minor success than a great failure. So Barak

says, Maybe Deborah *+tk says the Lord has done this, but she is a very

wise woman and maybe she had observed weather conditions during these many

years when she has been directing Israel, and she knows that this is the

very time when the weather is apt to be that way. Well, the trouble+* with

that kind of statistical information is it may be right year after year

after ysr+ year, and yet not always.

When I was a senior in Seminary, one of the fellows there prepared
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answers to a let of questions. He went over all the questions asked in

examinations for the previous 10 yrs., and he prepared answeres to them

and then he sold them to some of the other students a* which they took

and studied the a**er+ answers to these questions. I remember one thing

he said. He said, I've gone over the exams in Apostolic History for the

last 10 yrs., and we are supposed to read the Book of Acts and be read

to take an exam on any part, but in checking it over I have found that

always the part given which is usually about 5 verses has started with

the beginning of a paragraph. So I recommend that you review carefully the

first five verses of every paragraph. So a quite a ggoup of fellows got

together and they reviewed the first 5 vs. of every paragraph, and then

the questions were given out and for the first time in eleven years it

started in the middle of a paragraph! So you cannot always be sure that

what has been will be, even if it has been that way year after year.

So Barak says, I don't know whether a storm like that comes at

this particular time of year every year or not. It's my impression it does.

It's my impression she's right. But suppose this year it does not. What a

fool it will make of us all. I'm willing to risk my life, but I'm not

willing to risk my reputation. So here she made a prophecy, and I call

it an organic prophecy. By that I mean it is a prophecy which tells how

God is going to work in order to accomplish his purposes - the thing he

is going to do which brings salvation to the people, brings them deliverance.

It is going to be this way. That is the organic prophecy. This is the way

God is going to bring His deliverance.. Barak says, v.8, If thou wilt go with

me then I will go; but ifthou " wilt not go with me, then I will not go."

Barak says, If I lead the people up here alone, and the storm does not come

they will sa7, Barak ruined the nation. Or suppose a storm the storm does

come. Deborah has been hearing for many years about Sisera, She knows he is

an impetuous young man. She knows he would take the easy way even when it

was the careless way and get by with it. He was very effective, but that
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was years ago. He's older now. Maybe he's learned caution. Maybe hes more

careful. Maybe now instead of doing the natural obvious thing and coming to

the river and campting there, he'll put a few people there and put others

all the way around the mountain. Or maybe he'll come to the homes and harass

the families and make it necessary for the men to come down defend their

own families. How do I know that Siser's character is still going to be

this? Deborah does not know Sisera personally but of course anyone is Siseràs

position, all kinds of stories spread about him. She's been hearing these
her judgment

stories for years. Doubtless/of what his character used to be is correct.

Maybe it still is. But, he says, I am not going to put my reputation on it.

Now if I go and do this and it's wrong, I'm a terrible failure, a colossal

failure, I'm the cause of my nation's being wrecked. But, he says, if

Deborah goes, everybody knows it's her plan, not mine. Then he says, If

wesucceed there is plenty of glory for both of us. So I'm perfectly con

tent to let her have the major glory, so long as we are delivered. If

it fails, I'll probably be killed and there will be a terrible disaster,

but she'll get the blame for it. I won't get the blame, I'm merely doing

what she says. So, he says, If thou wilt go with me than I will go, but if

thou wilt not go with me then I will not go.

(Student: Did you say an organic prophecy?)

I's my own term but it fits a certain element of meaning. That is,

$d says I'm going to do certain things which will produce certain re

sults. It's an organic prophecy, a prophecy of the method God will use

in accomplishing His great purposes. If I say, give something that is

quite incidental, if I say the next 3 people that come down the road are

going to all have red noses, well, that does not accomplish anything. That

does not explain how anything is going to be done. It might be evidence

that I can make a prediction of the future, that's all. That would be

inorganic. But organic is the way in which he's going to accomplish his

great pposes. He says, the flood is coming. That's organic.
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He puts up the rainbow, and sayswhen you see the rainbow you know

I'm not going to send another flood. The promise is He is,no.t going to send

another flood, but the rainbow does not prevent the flood at' all. That's

inorganic. It's a declaration that it is He who said 'it.

(Student: Could a prophecy of methods be used to bring about the

purpose of God?) Yes, it is something that is aspecific part of the

purpose which He wants to fulfill. That's organic.

Deboral now gives an inorganic prophecy. Deborah says, I -will surely

go with thee notwithstanding that the journey that thou takest shall not

be for thine honor,. for the Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.

I imagine what Barak though was, Deborah is saying, If I go, you won't get

the credit. T'l get the credit. The Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of

a woman. He says, All 'right there is going to be plenty of credit for both

of us if we win. I'm not going to worry. He says, That will take care of

it all right, and I won't have to He says, Suppose

s the Lord does sell Sisera'into the hands of a woman, suppose Deborah

gets the credit for all this, I'm:perfectly willing, he says, kt there is

glory enough for both. The main thing I am interested in is the victory.

But I *tti+ won't get the blame, of course, if there is a defeat. Now, of

course, the Lord had a different meaning in this prophecy. It did not mean

what it obviously seemed to mean. It meant something else.

So we go on and he 'does as she asked him. We don't know how long

they are there. Sisera's encamped down in that place which was the most

perfect place in good weather, and perhaps a little storm would not hurt

but in a -really big rain storm it was 'a disaster.' Deborah said,. This is the

day the Lord hath delivered Sisera into t,hjne hand. Then we read how her

other prophecy was fulfilled. Vs. 17.: Howbeit S,isera fled away on his feet."

How could anybody predict that Sisera would flee away on his feet The vs.

just before says that Barak pursued after the chariots' and after the host, ax

all the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the.* sword, and there was not
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a man left." The horses were so completely immobilized through the storm

and through the mirey condition of the soil, that they were helpless, and

10,000 Israelites against one or two thousand Canaanites, it was very simple

to destory them all, and some of them doubtless were kicked by the horse

and lost their lives apart from Israelite actions altogether. Who could

predict whether Sisera would be kicked by a horse? Who could predict

whether Sisera would be killed by one of the Israelites? Who could predict
that

whether Sisera would be able 'to flee away on his feet? Then he fled on

his feet:., Who could tell what direction he would flee in? His idea was to

get away as quick as possible, and I suppose he'd' flee in a direction in

which there would seem to be less Israelites coming. That might be any

direction. Who could predict what direction he would go. Then he fled on

his feet to the tent of Jael the, wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was

peace between Jabin the king of Haxor and. thehousC of Heber' the Kenite.

But it just happened that Heber the Kenite was away from home.' So as he

comes to the piace, Jael the wife-of Hebe.r looks out and she sees this

disheteled man who. has been fleeing from, the battle coming towards her.

She sees him coming and among those bedouins women if they were found by

their husbands with another man, he probably would kill her first and

ask questions later. . .

I remember when I travelled horseback through Palestine in 1929

before there were many Israelis there - we would come to an Abab village

and we would want to know the directions If we came in the morning the

men were all sleeping, and 'the women' were out' getting water, and getting

things under way for the day's work. And at that. time if was. absolutely

useless to ask for directions, because the women did not dare speak to

you, and if you asked one of them for directions they were afraid to

keep silence (?) they wanted to get rid of you as. fast as they possibly

could, so they were moreapt to give you the. wrtg "direction.tha* the

right one. They'd say any old thing to get rid of you.
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ft** They were afraid of their lives, of having their husbands see

them have anything to do with strange men. Now if you came in the after

noon, the women were all inside working. hard. You could not see any of

them. The men were sitting around outside telling stories, and they were

glad of a visitor, somebody to talk to. They would chat with you and the

chances are one of them would walk with you a ways and help you find the

place you wanted. They had not object in misleading you. They were glad

to help you. They were friendly and they enjoyed having somebody come by

and give them another story to tell the next day, about this person.

(Student: I'm wondering about Siserâs fleeing. Is that the common

thing to do, to the captain to the leader f of the army, trying to get

away? You would think he would stay-with his troops unless his troops were

trying to get away too.) I'm sure they were trying to get away too. Does

it not say in vs. 16, Barak pursued afterthe chariots, and after the host.

I'm sure the troops were trying to get away too, but when MacArthus was

surrounded by the Japs and it was very evident that Battan was bound to

fall, the government sent orders tohimto get into a submarine and flee

because the loss of 10,000 troops was a bad loss but there were 10,000

more that could be sent. But a man with MacArthur's knowledge of tactics

and strategy and his understanding of how to direct things was simply

difficult to find and MacArthur's fleeing there and organizing the con

tinuetion of the. war, probably meant the Japaneese empire was conquered

6 mo. quicker than it could have been without him So that there is a kind

of idea of showing your unity by dying with them, and on the other hand

the man who is well trained is worth so much fr future that we don't know

what the Canaanite ethic was at this time, but my guess is that when the

storm came Sisera tried to organize people to fight and then when he saw

them descending and everything and everybody else was dying he just got out

asf fast as he could without thinking. Anyway he did flee. There is another

thing. How would Deborah know whether he would flee or whether he would die
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with his troops? How would he know? How would she know that he would flee?

How would she know he would not be killed there? How would she know that

he would succeed in fleeing? How would she know that he would be able to

flee in this direction where she had come to this tent? We read earlier

in vs. 2(not sure ). Anywhere these people, these Kenites, were

moving people. They were not settled like most of the Israelites, and

he might not even have known their tendency in that direction. But then
Heber

how would she have known that 3fl?t would be away, that she would be alone

to face him? How would he know what she would do under the circumstances?

Maybe she would try to run off and hide in the woods. That would be

reasonable enough. If she could get away from Sisera and hide in the

w* woods then she'd be safe from him, and her husband would also not

have reason to feel that he should punish her for having had deiLlings

with him. But what this woman thought of was she went out and met him.

She said, Come in to me. Fear not. When she got him into her tent w she

covered him with a mantle and he said, Give me a little water to drink.

I'm thirsty. That would be quite obvious, he would be thirsty under these

circumstances. And she gave him a betti+t+,bottie of Ovaltinel She gave

him something that was perhaps ordinary milk but under the circumstances

at least it helped inputting him to sleep. And he said, Stand in the door

of the tent, and it shall be, when any man doth come and enquire of thee

and say, Is there any man here? that thou shalt say, No.

I can't read these verses without' hearing a resonant wonderful

voice say, Thou shalt say No. It was one of the greatest sermons I ever

heard in my life. It was Dr. Clarence MacCartney in Philadelphia, on the

Power of Saying Nol It was a tremendous sermon, and I'm sure it did a

great deal of good in encouraging people to+t1t++ stand up and not

simply give in but say, No. He did ,a great deal'of good, but. I personally

would think it did a great deal more harm than'-good to take the lie told

by a wicked woman and use it as an example for a Christian's life.
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It is using the Word of God deceitfully, even though he was a great man

a great defender of the faith, I felt that that sermon was a good examples

of the sort of preaching that does more harm than good. If he didn't go

to the Word and see what 'it says and stand by that, he got an idea and got

a text to support it. But I can still hear his wonderful voice as he said,

over and over in the sermon, Thou shalt say No.

So she took a nail of the tent, and a hammer and went softly

unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it into the

geound. She was a pretty strong woman to be able to do that! She might have

killed him, but to put it clear through him that was way was very difficult.

He was fast asleep, and weary and so he died. We have this prediction which

was an inorganic prediction. It did not make any difference to the great

victory whether Sisera was killed-or not. If he had gone back he would have

been a man who lost his reputation completely. He would have been like

Chamberlein of England after his we* wrong decision. He would have been,

looked upon as a 'has bean." He would have had no future if he had lived.

Whether he lived or died was not-tremendously important. And if i he died

it would not make the slightest difference if he was kicked by a horse,

whether he fell 'In the mire and was trodden on,' whether he was killed by

one of the Israelites did notinke the slightest difference, or whether

Jael killed him. There were in this all kinds of imponderables which she
human had

could not have guessed by 'an,y+*u+means and she might conceivably have

guessed the strategy of the battle and the way the thing would come out

And it did not make the slightest difference with the success or failure

of the thing whether Sisera died this way ora different way, or whether
it

he died at all. But it was an inorganic prophecy, but/was a prophecy that

put the seal upon it. Deborah's prediction did not come from her intelligence

but came from the Lord. It was an inorganic prophecy for the purpose of

giving assurance that the prophecy was the divine prophecy. So we have

here in this story of Deborah these organic and inorganic prophecies, and
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the difference between them brought out very clearly.

Now if you turn to Ps. 22, you have that wonderful picture of the
Persians

curcifixion. Crucifixion was introduced either by the Romans or PetsIa*st

AT any rate it was quite unknown in the time of David. Yet you have a

description of a detailed crucifixion, so specifically in this prediction
there was

in Ps. 22 that the modernists trf try to figure how/something that

happened one time in David's life, and something in another, and something

in a third,and put these all together and made a picture like this. But

it is pretty hard to see they made a picture like this in any experiences

would ever have. It was definitely the picture of a man being crucified.

It starts with the words "My God, my God why hast thou forsaken me, and

ends with the words, It is done - or that he hath done. It is in italics

it is not in the original. Spurgeon said, This is probably a prediction
meditation

in advance of the very sedfte* Jesus Christ gave on the cross whenhe

cried out, My God my God why hast thou forsaken me, and then there were

various other cries, and then in the end he cries out, It is finished,

he hath done. I don't know whether that's right or not, but it is a picture

of the crucifixion of Christ.

The crucifixion of Christ pictured here suddenly comes to an end

with the deliverance in vs. 21, and from there on we have the great results

of it that the en d of the earth are going to remember and turn to the Lord.

The meek shall eat and be satisfied, a seed shall serve Him. They will come

and declare His righteousness to a people that must be born *+t)ifs+ksr++

---the niphat, showing that is going to happen as a result of this. A

new people coming to earth, born again through what He does on the cross.

Well, you have an organic prophecy, a prophecy of the way in which Jesus

will gave His life in order to save all those who believe in Him. But in

the midst of the prophecy we have vsl l8.-= They part my garments among them

and cast lots upon my 've*trset vesture." And how could anybody predict

that *eM* when Christ died and these Roman soldiers took his gaients, and
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and cast lots upon my vesture." How could anyone predict that when Christ

died and the Roman soldiers took his garments and theysaid, You take this

one, you thke this one, youtake this one, they would come to one garment

which was better than the others,which could not be equaled with one of

the others in dividing, and you could not cut it up in parts because it

was all woven in one piece, and it would ruin it to cut it wup, so they

cast lots. Here is a little incidental thing; it is quite inorganic.

It does not affect his exaltation at all that he had this particular gar

ment and they cast lots for it; it is not any part of his humiliation. It

does not add to the effectiveness of the atonement in any slightest way. But

it is a little seal which says, This is the crucifixion that is predicted

in Ps. 22. It is an inorganic prediction. It also says that David spoke

with Divine knowledge. He did not merely describe a crucifixion; he des

cribed this particular crucifixion. So it's an inorganic prediction.

That brings us back to Isa. 53. In Isa. 53 as we've noticed these

predictions which declared how Jesus will, be born, how he will seem to be

unattractive to those at a distance. How he will be oppressed, bear our sins.

All these organic predictions. But we have in 53:9 an inorganic prediction.

"He made his grace with the wicked and with the rich in his death." He's

going to be put in a rich man's tomb. This is no great exhaltation. What

a wonderful exaltation! After you've died the death of a malefactor

your body will be stuck in a rich man's tomb! There is no exaltation. And

there is no humiliation to be buried in a rich man's tomb. Some have tried

to change the text to make it the tomb of a malefactor, in order to make

it parallel "with the wicked." But all the ancient text have "the rich man".

The word is here definitely. There is no question about it. It is not part

of His exhaltation; it is not part of his humiliation. It adds nothing to

the effectiveness of the atonement. It is an inorganic prediction. It is

a very strange little note here, put in, a very unusual thing that a

malefactor, one who died the death of a malefactor in this way, is going
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to be buried in a rich man's tomb! A little incidental thing that points

to the fact that this is the One who is here predicted, and also points to

the fact Isa. actually spoke. He did not imagine how God would deliver

His people. He actually describes how God said He was going to do it. So

it is inorganic prediction, this vs. 9, "he was with the rich in His death."

It is a very peculiar thing. It must have puzzled people in the days before

it actually happened. Where does it come from? What does it mean? We have

the inorganic prediction which shows that this whole marvellous organic

prediction of Isa. 53 is pointing to this One whom God has promised who is

going to die to bear our sins in this way

I thought that little stepping back that way and looking ahead to

this would help to show the importance of this particular verse to which

we have come in our reading.

What is the meaning ov 53:4, Mr. MacRae. What does the first part

of it mean? (Answer: I think the first part "who bore our sicknesses" has

to do with the fact that he healed the sick, raised the dead, and (as in

Mat.). ) You agree with Matthew! (Ans. Mat. got it from Isaiah). That's

what Mat, says. His healing ministry was done in order to fulfill what was

said in Isaiah. "Surely he has borne our sicknesses and carried our diseases'

Does this prove, Mr. Bradley that healing is in the atonement?

(Student: It is not an integral part of the atonement! in other

words if our sins have been at"se atoned for, that does not mean we are

naturally healed physically. That does not.)

It is true of course that as a result of the atonement the curse will

some day be removed and there will* be no longer any physical illness for

anyone. But this is no basis for saying a person has a right to demand that

if they are a Christian God is going to heal them of any particular illness

they may have because it may be God's will that we glorify Him by going

through some particular illness. He may decide to heal us. But this par

ticular vs. has nothing to do with our illnesses sufferings that come to



F



11/17/72 Isaiah page 17

Christians today.. This particular vs. d is describing as Mr. MacRae

pointed out the situation , and Mat, would agree with him, the situation

of people in Palestine at that time that they were healed of sicknesses

that He performed most marvellous works, and yet he says "we did esteem

him smitten, stricked of God and afflicted." People failed to draw the

obvious conclusion that the one who could perform these miracles was

not a malefactor, was t not the weak fellow who had the delusions of

grandure, but was actually what He claimed to be the Son of God. The

next vs. goes on to describe the real situation, why he was stricked

and smitted of God. He was not because he could not help it. He was

because it was part of God's purpose.

(Studdnt' Would you call vs. 4 inorganic?) I would incline

to think that it is. I would not think it added to the atonement. Of
strictly

course you might say, it is not s+m+'+er inorganic in the sense of being

with the rich tomb is, because it did draw attention to it. It helped

prepare the way for the atonement. It helped prepare the way for people

to realize its significance and so on. It's sort of half way in. between

I think But it certainly is an element in that direction;- vs. 4 is.

Then in vs. 5 we have the real explanation of what it means, why

it was He suffered because there you have that wonderful picture of the

atoenmentin vs 4 and 5. So I think it is unfortunate that so many Bibles

put in a reference to the vs. in Peter. Peter certainly refers to this

chapter. There is no question in that connection, and he refers to the

wonderful predictions of the atonement in this chapter, but the only word
in Peter does not

that is the same in this first part that is repeated it does not

say he is quoting. The only part that is the same is the word "sins"

whihc is not in the Hebrew, and I don't know how it ever gets into the LXX

because that's the only case in the whole OT where the LXX translates this

word" disease" as"ins" It is a very strange thing.

We will close for today. How far have you gone in your preparation?For next Wed, let us look at vs. 8 particularly.
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Isaiah and Iminanuel A Survey of Crucial Portions of Book of Isaiah

You will noticeon the sheet of paper I have given out that it is divided into

three parts. So this morning we are going to divide our time into three sections.

Instead of having a coffee break in the middle of the mornign I'm going to have a

short break after 30 or 40 minutes, and then have a longer break after another 50

mm, or an hr. so that the coffee break will be the second break.

You see we have these 3 different subjects and that way I will divide it so

as to deal with each subject as a unit. Now our subject today is a Survey . There
familiar

The sections we are going to look at are Isa. 7 - 21 , 28-35 contain main famiaiar

verses, but a far greater number are quite unfamiliar to most people, and my purpose

today is not to discuss at length the precise meaning of the familiar verses. Some

of you may have very definite questions and problems about some of them which I

would be glad to discuss with you privately sometime, or write me about them if you

like. I don't want to take time with them here because that's not my purpose today.

My pprpose is to give a survey of a long section which is more ahan a fifth of the

book of Isa. and to give an understanding particularly of some of the less familiar

sections in ther relation to the passage as a whole. And also it will increase our

understanding of some of the familiar sseit.u sections because of putting them is

their perspective inrelation to their context. Now the firstzp.ep period them we

are going to spend on General Approach and historic background, and as I have mentioed

here the great importance of rebuke and eb encouragement in the prophetic writings.

I do not believe that one can fully understand the prophetic writings unless one

recognizes this very important feature. The tendency of many modernists has been to

spend -- devote a great deal of attention to the prophets, but to take them simply

as social reformers or as people who were dealing with the situations and problems of

their own day. While the tesdaje tendency of many fundamentalists has been to take them

simply as men who looked ahead 2 or 3 thousands yrs. and saw many wonderful things way
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in the distant future and had no particular interest in their own day. Neither

of these approaches gives a g real understanding of the prophets. The fact is of

course that God was using them to give us information about events 2 or 3,000 yrs

after their time. He was using them to give usinformation about grt. truths that

we need to know about but He didn't have them quite like a text book of theology or

a text book of eschatology. He did not have them set things out in order that

people 1000 yrs. later could read it and have the answer to the particular problems

in these areas " He sent them to talk to people of their own times, to deal with

situations in their own time. And as they did so to give the people what they needed

then and at the same time to give what would be of great interest to people later on.

The prophets probably said a great deal more than we have in the Bible. They

were dealing with the problems and situations of their day. But Cod cause that those

parts of what they gave that He desired should be of great importance for future

ages should be written down and kept from error by the Holy Spirit in order that they

should be a guide to his people in all times. Therefore, we should not say of any

part of the prophets, This is simply dealing with the problems of his own day. All

of it is of great importance to us, or Cod would not have caused it to be preserved.

in the prophetic books. Some of it is of much more importance to us than others.

And some passages which are of great importance today may have had little meaning

200 yrs. ago. And some which had grt. importance 200 yrs. ago may be difficult for

us to relate today, because Cod put in this Bible what wk was needed for His people

though all the future ages. But if we are going to understand the prophets it is

important that we see their relation to their own day, and that we understand how

the immediate occasion of giving of their messages was to day with particular

problems then, and in the course of that to give material that would give timeless

truths and that would give great predictions about the future.
importance

And so as I have said here on the first line of this page, The greatxiaznns

of rebuke and of encouragement in the prophetic wrirings -- those are two of the
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principal ways in which the prophets would deal with the people of their own day.

Perhaps two-thirds of the material in the prophetic books might be called rebuke.

The sin of people is pointed out. They are urged to turn away from their sin and

to turn to God. The details of the sin are stressed, explained. The Cod'* dis

pleasure with them driven home. People are urged to forsake them. This rebuke was

of tremendous importance to people then, and it also has a meaning for us == every

bit of it, but it does not interest us as much nearly as much as some of the other

sections.

Now the other point here == encouragement includes a great part of the pro-

phetic writings which seems to us more interesting, more important. It's immediate

purpose in being given was not simply to satisfy curiosity. Not simply to say to

the peopiç, I;m going to give you a map of what's going to happen in the future.

I'm going to write a history of what is going to happen. I"m going to ssatisfy

your curiosity about certain details of God's dealings with the peppeople. It was to

encourage people who tend to become disheartened and discouraged in the face of the

misery and the difficulties. So very generally in the prophetic books, rebuke comes

first, encouragement afterwards. It is comparatively seldom that it starts a section
Isa.

starts with encouragement. You find this particularly in the Bk. of Jer? where you

find this in its simplest form. God will rebuke the people strongly for their sin and

show them how God is going to send them into exile, God is going to punish them for

their turning away from Him, and then it is as if the prophet looked at the people
hardened

and saw among them those wh44rere hardneed in heart and were going on their own way

and deserved these rebukes, to see among them here and there the many who truly loved
Isaiah

the Lord and desired to follow Him. And this group of the Godly Jereiniah?sees, realizing

that they are a part of the nation, realizing that they deserve punishment for

the sin of the nation, that they are implicated in it, but they love the Lord, they

want to follow Him, and he turns then and encourages them. The punishment is coming,

yes, But Cod had great purposes of hope and blessing for you. God is going to bless

His own. He is always going to have a remnant. He is going to accomplish tremendous
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things in the future and you can look forward to these things, and be greatly en-

couraged. So its helpful, looking at a section of the prophets to ask, What was the
purpose

immediate puprose of the prophet in giving this? Was he rebuking the immediate

situation? Is he telling- encouraging people by telling f.zt of the blessings that
Isa.

are ahead in God's plan. Now in Jer? as I said, You'll have a passage of rebuke, then

a passage of encouragement, then you'll start again with a section of rebuke and a
Isaiah

section of encouragement. And through perhaps two thirds of Jer? you'll have this

alternatian. And each section consists of rebuke followed by encouragement. There

are a number of/j$ sections of Isaiah that are just the same way. But the particular

section we are dealing with today has encouragement and rebuke mixed together. You

don't have a long section of rebuke followed by a long ieet±meefsection of encouragement.

But you have individual verses which have predominately one purpose, and long groups

of -verses which have predominately the other purpose, and consequently it is very

helpful in understanding them to keep in mind this question. Just what is the purpose

originally as spoken to the people in the prophets? Is it rebuke? Is it encouragement?

Or is it some other purpose perhaps involved.? and in most cases you will find that

rebuke or encouragement is specifically involved in it.

Another thing that is very important in understanding the prophets, is to have

an understanding of the historical background because the prophets were speaking to

people in their own times and the situation of their own days was in the background

of their thoughts.

I look back on the Lectures I have given on Isaiah during the. time zhams of

the second WW and over and over illustrations occur, particular points occurred whier

where it exactly fit with our present situation, and whhere references were naturally

made to that. And then after that/U period was over, it doesn't seem that

relevance doesn't seem to suggest itself so much to us any more. Then we had the beginning

of the cold war and the new realization of the terrible menace of communism, and you
applies

begin to see how apt, and how directly much of it to that situation. Well it
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does apply to situations in our own day very definitely. But it was originally given

in relation to situations in the prophets day, and it is much easier to understand

if we have those situations in mind. So during this first part of our time, I want

to remind you of this historical backgound of these sections. Now there are other

parts of Isa. that have some other features of historical background in mind. But

these are features that are particularly important for the understanding of this

section of Isaiah. So I"ve mentioned here; Kings of Judah. And King Ahaz is one who

is very very imporant in this part of Isaiah.

Ahaz, I trust most of you remember, was a man who seems to have had no interest

in the Lord r in following Him. He was anxious to put on a form of godliness in

order to have a good impression on those of his poeple who were believers, but he was

strictly political minded and desirous of maintaining the strength of his kingdom

and of having people work together for that purpose. He paid little attention to

Cod's commands or to God's purposes, and most references to Ahaz in the Bible go

under the heading of rebuke.

Then there is Ahaz' son, Hezekiah who enters in comparatively little into our

discussion today. But Hezekiah wasa godly man who tried to follow the Lord, and when

H. was King the great Assyrian attack came, and Cod delivered Israel from this

Assyrian attack in the days of H. and comforted and encouraged H.

Then I mention Manasseh here - H's son who took after his grandfather, only

vent way beyond him. M. reigned for half a century, and his reign was as wicked as

any reign in the history of Israel. Some think that Isa. lived into W's reign tho

there is no specific mention of it in the Bk. of Isa., and that Isa. sffered martyrdom
as showing the darkness

under M. I only mention him here to show that that closed in after the

period at which we will look today. The darkness closed in and Isa. saw it cemimzg coming.

And the godly people seeing this coming tend to become greatly discouraged, and Isa.

therefore has wonderful messages of blessing and encouragement for them.
reigning

Then I mention here two kings of Israel. One of these is Pekah who was relging
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in the time of Ahaz -- a strong man, a political leader. One who looks at political

situations and tries to handle them the iest he can but does not succeed. And as

a result his kgdui. is overrun by the Assyrians, and his reign comes to an end.His

son reigns only briefly, and then K. Hoshea becomes king and reigns only for 9 yrs.

before the Assyrians come and dethrone him, and put and utter end to the K. of Israel.

We should be sure exactly what we have in mind by the Kings of Judah and Kings

of Israel. Israel is the Northern Kingdom, Junk Judah the Southern kingdom. Judah is

actually about a tribe and a half. We usually speak of it as two tribes. Israel is

about 10! tribes. We usually speak of it as the 10 tribes. Israel is much larger, but

Judah tho it has less people, less land than Israel, has a more wealthy area. So Jixlah

is actually maybe half or more as strong as Israel. Though simply in numbers of tribes

and numbers of people you would think it was far less than that. Judah is a strong

contender against Israel - the N. kingdom but Israel is nearly twice as large and

has 10 tribes instead of two.

And there are two kings of Assyria who enter into the background of this area.

One of them is Tiglath-Pilizer; the other is his grt. grandson, Zennacherib. They are

kings of this area over near the Tigis and Euphrates Rivers, some hundredsof miles

east of Israel. Kings.L-1-J who led their armies in great conquests, constantly con

quering more and more areas, until the Assyrian empire was the first great world

empire that cowered a tremendous part of that part of the Near East and was a great

menace to all the small nations who saw it gobbling up neighborin g nations and knew

their turn come next.

Then I mention here the Syro-Ephramitic invasion and its aftermath. Here there

is something that is very unfortunate for the understanding of most p&ople aibout the

historic background of the later part of the OT, We refer to the nation that was

north and east of Israel as Syria, and many people get Syria and Assyria mixed. Actually

in the Bible Syria is called Aran. Aran was its original name. They were the Arameans.

And Assyria is the grt. empire much further east of Syria, but ! Assyria conquered
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Syria, made it part of the Assyrian Empire, and then when the Greeks came to the

Assyrian Empire, the first part they came to was the part where the Arameans lived

and so they called it Assyria, and then shortened it to Syria. So today we use two

names that are very similar, Syria, for the old kgdm. of Aran, and Assyria for the

altogether different empire further east. So our names Syria and Assyria can be

easily confusing to us. So it is good to have that in mind.

Now I say here the Syro-Ephramitic invasion. The K. of Israel, the northern

kingdom, is sometimes called j Ephraim after its largest tribe. The name is used

interchangeably with Israel. Now this Syrè-Ephrainitic invasion is the important

background of the beg. of the parts of the Script, that we are going to look at today.

The Syro-Ephramitic invasion.
chapter

It occurred about 733 B.C. and it is described -- 2 Kings 16(much of the akzflr

deals with it, but the verses dealing specifically with it are vs. 1-2, and 5-10)

2 Chron. 28:1,5-8, 16-21. In Isa. we have only two verses that specifically describe

it. They are Isa. 7:1-2, and they would not be very understandable to us if it were

not for the long account of it in Kings and Chronicles. 7:1-2 say:

(reading text) As the trees of the wood are moved with the wind

Now this does not give you sufficient background to understand Isa. 7 or Isa. 28.
szz*sazx2I'

But it refers to the situation bevy very bref briefly and you find it described

at length in the passages in 2 Xi. and 2 Chron. I am not taking time to look at

those passages. I would just briefly summarize them now. They are very very important

to the background of these two sections. The King of Israel, Pekah, ruled an area

that was much stronger than Judah, and if it came to *n war between the two

simply of on a basis of power and strength, Israel would certainly bbbj, very very

ip probably be overcome. It was larger and stronger than Judah. Now beyond Israel

was Syria which was larger and stronger than Israel, and so when the people heard
Syria

We not only have to fear and attack from Israel; we have an attack froinz*aszia in
like

addition. It is no wonder that the heart was moved kink the trees of the wood are

moved with the wind.
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In Kings and Chron. we read how they actually attacked and for a brief time

held Jerusalem, and took a great many people captive. And then went back and it was

expected they would make another attack, and so Ahaz was very much disturbed over
whether
sstu he could hold it out. It would be a tough thing to hold out against Israel.

To hold out against Israel and Syria would be still harder. Now we do not have

material left by the kings of Syria, or the Kings of Israel aside from what's in

the Bible. The Kings ofSyria doubtless have their annals and their records but all

that we have of the kings of Syria are a few brief inscriptions in connections with

a monument or something like that. Very, very brief. Butbny.nd Syria off across the

desert is this great kgdm. of Assyria and in Assyira they wrote their records on

clay tablets which are almost indestructible. And from these kings, Tiglath Pilezer

and Eennacherib and other kings of Assyria we have long accounts of the events of

their reign. And so what wv know about Syria has to be gathered from the references

in the Bible which are not very extensive, and from the references in the Assyrian

records which are not very extensive. And so there is quite an area for guessing.

And most historians guess that Syria was very much affraid of the coming in of the

Assyrians and therefore asked Israel to unite with them in holding back the Assyrians.

And then Israel asked Judah to help them and Judah refused. Now we are not sure of

that. It is a guess. But there is much reason to think that it might be a true guess.

But they asked Judah to join with them and Judah did not want to get mixed in it.

And so they said we can't risk having Assyria attack us from one side ass and Judah

from the other, we'd better overcome Judah and take its resources to use against

Assyria. Whether that is true or not, we find in Kings and Chron. and here in isa.
Syria Israel

that the kings of tzxzKt and the Kings of kus united *5 forces in order to

conquer Judah. So Judah was filled with terror facing this, and facing this terrible

danger, then K. Ahaz thought of a very clever political schema, and we don't read

about the scheme in Isa. here tho we have many allusions to it in Isa. But we read

about it in Kings and Chron. how he sent to the K. if of Assyria. Now that of course

is a very common political stunt, is when you are faced by an enemy to make friends with
his enemy.
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It's a very common political stunt. You find it all through the ages. Thus in

the 8th cent. A.D., you have Charlemange the Emperor in Europe is at odds with the

Emperor in Constantinople. So Charlemagne made something of an alliance with the

Mohammedans, the other side of the Emperors in constantliople, and people often make

close friendships with people who are really a great distance from them in view

point eaaz because they may AM think they have a conmn enemy.

Well, we read in Kings and Chroniciasthat Ahaz sent to Tiglath-Pilezer, the

emperor of Assyria and promised to give him heavy tribule, to be subject to him if

he would deliver him from Syria and from Israel. Tiglath-P. is only too glad for

an excuse to conquer Syria, and he probably would have done it any way. But he was

very glad for this added excuse and he was glad to get the booty that Judah sent

him, and so he attacked Syria, he conquered Syria and put and end to the kingdom

of diAram, or Syria, as it is later called, and Israel he made to some extent

subject to him. You might say a protectorate, rather than actually conquering it.

It was a protectorate and remained that over 9 yrs. untill until after 9 yrs. when

he put very heavy taxes upon them, and they finally revolted. He then conquered

Israel too and compelte subjugated it, that is Tiglath-P. and his son did. Completely

put an end to the kingdom of Israel.

The result then of the clever scheme of Ahaz to deliver his land from Egy. and

from Syria was to bring Assyria right next to them, and to put them next in line

for the Assyrian juggernaut, and actually while it brought an immediate relief,

in the end it put them in terrible danger. And that is one of the great background

thoughts of Isaiah here. You making a clever scheme. You're making a clever alliance

which you think is going to give you peace and safety. It will from Israel and

Syria, yes. But it brings you to a far worse enemy. It puts you right next to it.

You should trust God instead of trusting the Assyrian empire. And we read in Chron.

that list of all the great amount of booty that Ahaz sent to the King. of Assyria.

But we read that the king of Assyria did not help Ahaz. He did not get anything for
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it but the destruction of the Suffer kingdoms in between. And so that is one of

the big subjects of Isa. 7 and 8, and one of the big subjects of Isa. 28 is the

removal of the buffer kingdom, Ahaz's clever political scheme backfires and actually

puts them in worse condition, worse danger than they were before.

That's the first of the grt. historic situations that lies in back of these

sections of Isa. The Seoond of the historical situations back of it, comes 30 yrs.

later. I"ve listed on your sheet here

Sennacherib's Invasion 701 B.C. This is 30 yrs. later. Syria was incorporated

into the Assyrian empire. Israel was held as a .subject kingdom for 9 yrs. and then

was incorporated. Now there is nothing in between Asyria and Judah. Ahaz of course

is gone. This is now in the reign of his son, Hezekiah. But Sennacherib comes with

his army in order to conquer Judah, and the Assyyian army which has conquered Syria

and then 9 yrs. later has completely overcome Israel, can certainly be expected to

conquer Judah which is so much smaller when they set themselves to do it. And so in

701 B.C. this grt. any under Sennacherib comes. across. Israel and Syria are no longer

in the way. There are no buffer states there to interfere. They come down along the
cities

coast there. They conquer the PHilistinesl and then they come up from there toward

Judah. And as they come toward Judah they come toward the second largest city of

Judah. That was called Lachish. And they beseiged Lachish and conquered it, and the

king of Assyria established the HQD's at Lachish which was formerly the second

greatest city of Judah. And from Lachish, he sends, we read in Chron, in Kings, and

also in Isaiah, from there he sends messengers to Jerusalem to call on the people

to surrender to him. And as the people loot and they are called upon to surrender,

it seems absolutely hopeless. It seems that there is nothing they could do to deliver

themselves from Sennacherib. But now you don*t have King Ahaz as the king. You have

adifferent king now, you have Hezekiah, who is ready to follow Isaiah's advice and

to look to the Lord instead of to some clever political if scheme for deliverance.

And so Hezekiah looks to the Lord. He gets the message of defiance that Sennacherib
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sends him -and takes it to the temple and lays it' before the Lory,and the Lord

sends Isa. to h1tn wi-tb a message. And so the Syro-Ephraeinitic invasion we have to

assume as background to much of Isaiah. It is briefly mentioned in these two verses.

But this under Sennachetib is described at length in Isa. 36-37, and we read there

how the Lord gave him a message, and he said, This yr. you Jeru. will have to subsist

on what grows of Itself. In other words you are shut up in Jeru. The Assyrains are

in Lachish, a few-miles away. You go out when the Assyrians are not near, you go out

and you pick whatever you qan, whatever grows by itself in the fields, and you rush

back before. any As syrian:,bai'd comesnear. Get behind the walls of Jerusal. And

next year, you have-to live on what grows by itself. You have' no opportunity to

plan and to till the. land and to grow in proper fashion. So you are in near famine

conditlonfor two years...But he says in the 3rd yr. you will be able to plant and to

grow in proper fashion. mother words, by the 3rd yr. you will "no longer have a danger

from Sennacherib. Now this message that God gave thro Isa. here in Isa. 36 and 37

did not tell what was going to happen, but told them that Cod 'was going to protect

them. When the Assyrians had conquered Syria the way they had, 'and Israel the way

they had, and' had all these forces added to their own, it was "Only Divine power that

could possible protect them. And so we read in all three of these places,/$j in
told

the Bible, we read rather briefly/what happened.

Here in ch. 37:033-35 is the Lord's promise, where He says what I just mentioned

that they could live two yrs. from what they could get, and the 3rd-yr. they would be

able to plant vineyards and everything, that's in ch. 37:30. But 'in' '37:33 he says,

't)(jiThus says the Lord concerning the King of Israel. He shall not come unto this

city, nor shoot an arrow, there nor come before it with shields, no-r cast a bank

against it. And when he had done that to Lachish and taken Lachlsh, and Lachlsh is

just a few miles away -- that was a tremendous prophecy to make. But he goes on

"By the way that he came, by the same shall he return and not come unto this i city

saith 'the Lord,-for I will defend this city to save it for sins town sake and for my
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servant David's sake. That's the promise given to Isaiah and they have to wait

two and a half yrs.xto for it fulfillment. But in vs. 36, we have the fulfIllemt:

Then the aggel of the Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians 185,000

and when people rose early in the morning, behold- these were all dead corpses.

185,000 people died in one night in the Assyrian army. A tremendous disaster. It is

describe here in a brief way, and in Kings and Chronicles. Something that that the
accomplish

army of Judah coul not possible They were absolutely helpless before this

force, but God came in and protected them and delivered them from it.

When I was studying at the U. of Berlin, we read Sennacherib's account of his

reign in the Cunneiform tablet. And we read there how he tells about how he

conquered certain great nations, larger and stronger than Judah. Re conqqered great

powerful did.'1 cities, and destroyed them or made them captive to him, and then we

r.adz refers to Judáh and he says, Hezeklah king of Judah, I shut up in his capital

city of Jeru. like a bird in a cage. And after telling how he conquered these others

it seems rather small thing to boast of that he shut him up like a bird in a cage in

his capital city. He doesn't make a monument to tell people how all these soldiers

died, in one night, but certainly it is evident from what he says-that he was unable

to take Judah. And then there is a strange thing. Sennacherib conquered all these

other great kingdoms, but in Sennacherib's palace he has a great big picture f on

the wall showing the conquest of a city. And it shows the city with the Assyrian armies

round aboutit and then it shows the walls being broken into and the people being led

out as captives, and underneath it says, This is the way in which I the King of

Assyria conquered the City of Lachish. And Lachish is the second of the most important

cities of Judah. I call that Sennacherib's consolation prize. Re didn"t put up one

of the great captlala be had conquered. He put up the 2dn city of Judah becausezteze

that is where he failed. He couldn*t take Jerusalem. Not because of any force of

the people of Judab, but because of God's marvellous intervention. So he has this

big bar relief in his palace there showing his wonderful conquest of Lachish, the

second city of Judab. So this was one of the great supernatural interventions the
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history of Judah was Cod's deliverance of them, His protection of them, jt/ from

this tremendous attack of Sennacherib which they couldn't possib1 have ovbrcome

by human force. So these are two grt. tremendous events which took place in the life

of Isaiah: The attack of the Syrians and the Ephramites ask where the king of Judah

failed because he looked to political schemes to protect himself. Isaiah warns him

agà*nst these schemes, tells them they won't work, they don't work, they result in ==

well, perhaps you might say they gain a little time, they keep Jerusalem from being

taken by Israel and Assyria, but Cod said, I can protect you. You should trust me.

But you're scheme simply does away with the buffer states and brings Assyria right
later

next to you. And 30 yrs. jjUt we have Assyria actually attacking, a far greater

attack than the earlier one where Ahax has refused to trust God and trusted in the

arm of flesh,-we-have here the attack by the grt. Assyrian army and the marvellous

intervention that God did in a supernatural way in order to destroy these people. Now

I say supernatural, that doen't mean God , Let all-these people be dead and it just

happened like that. God can certainly do that if he chooses. But ordinarily God uses

means. And there is an Egyptian story about T. Sennarherib that at one time when the

Egyptians were fearing a grt. attack by i1 Sennacherib, that a grt. number of mice

ate up the bowstrings of the Assyrians and left them unable to make their attack, and

so he failed to take Egypt. Now that story among the Egyptians has led some historians

to say the ref. to the mice, etc. tE1 suggests that it was bubonic plague that destroyed

...that would be carried by mice ... and destroy this grt. number of Assyrians. NowI

we don't know, God may have used any one of a number of fft different means. Bubonic

plague sounds a reasonable as any. All we know Cod caused that suddenly in the Assyrian

army there would be this tremendous number of causalties so that all that the king could

do was to go back home because he did not have a force that could continue %( what he

was trying to do. -

Now it continues in Isa. 37, So Sennacherib King of Assyria departed a-nd went

and returned and dwelt at Nineval, and it came to pass as he was worshipping in the
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house of Nisrach his god, that A. and S. his eons smote him with a sword, and they

escaped into the land of Armeania, and Essarhaddon his son reigned in his stead. Now

this we know happened about 20 yrs. later. So the Bible is simply showing Sennacherib

failed to conquer Jerus., and in the end he was killed by his own sons. But you just

read It without any evidence elsewhere, you could guess: he went home and he was immediately

killed. Well that's not the case. There was 20 yrs. in between. It doesnt say he

was inimed. killed. It says, he went home and there he was killed by his sons. Of course

we know from the Assyrian records about how much time intervened in between. But

two events made a gtt. impression on the people, the second more than the first. But

the first was very imprt. in the dealings of God with the people, and so Isa. refers

to it very frequently in ch. 7-12 and in ch. 28-33. Re frequently f refers to this, but

he doesn't explain this. If you didn't have kings and Chron. you would read these words

sad in Isa. and you might not fully understand them without having this background in

mind. And the grt. deliverance that is described here is predicted by Isa. in both of

these places, but UU you wouldn't altogether understand it if you didn"t know the

historical situation. So understanidg these passages I think it is very impt. to have

these two impt. aspects of background in mind.

Now we will take about a 15 mm. break. Please come back by 10:02, and then we

will look at Isa. 7-12, thenwe will take the coffee break for half an hr. and then

wel'll look at ch. 28 - 35.

Which I have called a new king - Isa. 7-12. You will notice I called the third

A New Nation. They overlap. The message is sonieVhat different but closely related.

U/ These two passages are both derived from the same historical background, but

dealing with a diff. part of the people of Judah. So we are looking now at Isa. 7-12

and in these chapters, the ch. divisions are not particualrly well made. I believe when

we come to ch. 28-35 we will find they were excellently made. The chapter divisions,

I think as most of you know were not oroginal in the Bible. The-vg.. diviSions were
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not original either but they were put in very early. But until the 13th cent, there

were no ch. divisions. And then an Eng. Archbishop put in the ch. divisons in his

Latin Bible. They say he did it as he was going on horseback about his pastoral calls.

And some have said that sometimes perhaps when the horse stumbled he put in a division

where he didn't intend to. I headd Campbell Morgan the celebrated Eng. Bible Expositor

say that he thot that in 9 times out of 10 he thought that the ch. divisions were in

the wrong place. I think that's grossly exaggerated. I think that a grt. many of them
made

are very excellently But there are are many cases where they are very poorly made.

And where they are confusing very often. The material runs straight along and the ch.
any

division is just an interruption. I don't think though we should make many changes

in them. They are a most wonderful benefit to us in enabeling us to find any vs.

in the Script, quickly. There is such a value for that, that to try to improve them

would introduce so much confusion that we think it would be harmful. It is better to

keep them as they are, and to recongize they are purely human divisions and sometimes

very misleading. Usually if I study any passage I like to start 2 or 3 vs. before the

beg. of the ch. and say, Is there really a real break here, or does it just go straight

along? And I think that is very wise to do, otherwise you can be misled.

Now between ch. 6 and 7 there is definitely a break. And between 12 and 13 there is

definitely a break. There is no question that ch. 7-12 are distinct from what precedes

and from what follows. But ch. 7:1-9:7 18 one unit. If JOIA you are going to sub

divide this unit perhaps as good a place to subdivide it as any is where the chapter

divisions are. But the change from chapter 9:7 to 9:8 is a az far greater

change of subject than anything between 7:1 and 9:7. Now ch. - 7 is one of the

chapters of Isa. that is quoted more than any other, principally for just one vs.

Most of the jjl(/ch. very few people know Jllhilbout. We could easily spend an

hour or two on this 7th cli. There are some difficult questions in it and there

are certain matters in it on which there has been much dispute. But I don*t think

that that is our purpose today. I"d rather give you a survey of 7-12 and 28-35, to
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see how they fit together and to see what the insights are that are so. lint, for

us in them. And so we won't linger over the problem f ch. 7. There is a great

deal in ch. 7 that is absolutely clear that most people know nothing about, and is

more lmt. I think than fussing about one or two problems in it that get a great amt.

of attention.

So ch. 7 =The Syro-iEphratnitlc Invations, Isa. 7:1-9,16; 8:3-4; 9','8-11. I think

we'll just look at those vs. first, and then look at the others and the gen. aching

of the passage.

First in relation to the SyvoEphratnitic Invasion. Vs.1=2 I have already read

to you. They make clear the time to which this refers. To understand to details of it

you have to go to Rings and chron. Then we have vs. 3 = Then said the Lord to Isa,

Go forth to meet Ahaz, thou and S.J. thy son, at the end of the conduit, the upper

pool of the highway of the fullers field. Now why did I/flj Isa. have, to go to a

place like that? Why could not he go to the palac and see Ahaz? There are two reasons:

One reason is that Ahaz was not interested in Isaiah. Ahaz was hostile to Isa. Ahaz

was intersted in his political schertes, and not interested in the Lord except as

religion might be used as a tool for him. So Ahaz == Isa. had no access to Ahaz.

Isa. could go right in and talk to Hezekiah any time he wanted. In fact }lezek. would

send for him. Hezek. was a Godly king, but Ahaz was not. And when Ahaz was king the

only way to see Ahaz was to catch him when he was in some place where he simply could

not brush you aside. Now there is a second reason for his going there : God is sad

sending Isa. to speak to Ahaz, but more than that he is sending him to speak to the

people. And so it *ise to have him speak at a place where a grt. no. of people can

hear and pass on to others what they hear, and where Ahaz can't simply stop him.

If he. goes into the palace and starts to talk, it's very easy for Ahaz to say to one

of his attendants, Throw this man out. I haven't got time to bother with him. But

evidently now Ahaz is now on a ?1i# defence inspection. He is trying to be sure

that the defences around Jerus. will be absolutely safe. And so he is doing this, and
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at the save time trying to raise the morale of the people in order that they will

hold back the Syrians and the Ephraemites 10mg enough until T.P. gets there and

protects him. So that is Ahaz' purpose, and if he simply takes this man who the people

as a whole regard as a divine prophet and tells him to shut up or puts him in prison
Ahaz

or something it is going to hurt the morale of the peple. So he has/here in a situation
let him

where he has to/talk at least a little bit. So that here we find the Lord.............

Now he tells him very explicitjly where he is to go. Now that of course is important

then to note where he was to go then itI tkat he was at a place that has these

advantages. But why should it bother to be preserved in the Scriptures so that we

could know the exact spot where he gave him this message? That is very interesting.

If you turn over to ....I don't know as i"lltake the time to turn to it now. I'll

just mention the fact, that if you look at ch. 36 and 37 where you have the account of

the King of Assyria's threats against the people, and where he sends his messengers

right at the beginning of ch. 36, we read, The K. of Assyria sent his Rab. (that means

the cup-bearer, one of his leading officials) from Lachish to Jerus. to K. Hezek. with

a grt. army and he stood by the donduit of the upper pool by the highway of the fuller's

field. And so 30 yrs. earlier he told Isa. to go and speak at the very place where the

the K. of Assyrias's representative is going to stand 30 yrs. later when h tells

the people there is no hope for you, you might as well surrender. When Ahaz is making

his clever political scheme to get the K. of Assyria to protect him from Israel and

from Syria, God sends Isa. to this spot to give him the message so that 30 yrs. later

people will say, Why this is the very place where Isa. warned him that making this

arrangement with T.P. wouldn't help any but would put him in dire danger. Here 30 yrs.

later that's the spot where, you see the clear evidence of the date. So you see there

is a definite reason, why we should be given precise detail here of the place where

Isa. was to go and speak to Ahaz. People later on looked back and said, 0 yes that

what Isa. said, an4 that;s what the Lord said to Isa. Here we see it. Here we are in

this utterly terrible circumstance where the Assyrians are almost certain to take us
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and kill half of us and enslave the rest, and we are told at the very spot where

Isa. warned Ahaz that he should not make this deal with the Assyrians. So Isa.

goes there and says to him ------------------------------------------Now think of the situation, here is Ahaz secretely

has sent messengers to T.P. promising him grt. sums of money if he'll only come and

protect him from Israel and from Syria. And trying to strengthen the defences and

encourage the OAJ people to stand strongly and hold the city with, in Ahaz' mind

they don't have to hold it very long. But it is important that they hold it jy$

until T.P gets there, who Ahaz has hired to come and protect him. And so Ahaz wants

to encourage the people, but he feels there is no grt. danger if they will only stand

just long enoughj till T.P. gets there, tho the people don't know that.

But Isa. says, Take heed and be quite, fear not neither be faint hearted for

the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Resin of Syrian

andand of the Son of Remiliah, that's Pekah. Because Syria, Ephraia, and the son

of Remiliah have taken counsel against thee saying, Let us go up against Judah and

vex, and let us make a breach and set a king in the midst of it even the son

of T. Thus saith the Lord God It shall not pass, and neither shall it come to pass.

For the head of S. is Dam. and the head of Dam. is Resin, and within 65 yrs. shall

Ephraim be broken that it be not a people and th bead of Ephralm Is Samaria and the

head of Sam. Is Remiliah's son, If you won't believe, surely you shall not he established.

And when he says this, you can just imagine Ahaz' situation. Ahaz says, Yes, we are not
heired

afraid of these people, because 1 -have secretly hiered T.P. to come and attack them and

protect us, I'm not afraid of. him. But I don't want the people to know too much

about this because I want them to fight to hold them off until T.P. gets here. And

I wish this fellow wouldn't hold up the defense work here with his talk and people

are stopping to listen, but I can't tell 11 him to get out or tell the guards to

push him away because It would hurt the morale of the people, so weill have to let

him speak a little bit. That is evidently what is in Ahaz' mind as Isa. gives this

message. Also, Ahsz says, What's the point of this. Within 65 yrs,(s.8 says)
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Ephraim will be broken that it be not a people. 65 yrs. after that the Assyrians

bring in colonists from other nations to put them when Ephraim was. The phrainites

have been taken away. It has ceased to be a kingdom, 30 yrs. (less than that) after

this but now they take them away and it's no longer a people,The ten tribes have often

been spoken of as the lost ten tribes. They are not really lost. They got riized wit'

Judali. Judah is what's preserved and Tphraim 65 yrs. from now is no longer a people.

ut what grt. comfort is taht? When you have just a few miles up there the Assyrains

and the Ephraimi ties and they are going to attack, and you say, Don't worry about the

phraimites, sixty-five years from now they won't even exist any more. Ahaz isn't

worried about 65 yrs. d from now. He's worried about what's going to happen next month.

So Aiiaz you can imagine, as a purely secular unbelieving man is disgusted at Isaiah and

it is quite evident upon his face. So vs. 10, Moreover the Lord spoke again unto Ahaz

saying, Ask thee a sign of the Lord $j/ thy Cod. Ahaz looks disgusted. Why bother

with thés junk that Isa. is giving? I know how we are going to be safe, because T.P.

is going to protect us.. Why waste time on this? We've got to hold back the As Syrians

and the Ephramites until the Assyrians get here, and why waste time on this? Now lets

get on with the work. But Isa. says, Ask a sign of the Lord. Ask it in the deptbsf/ or

in the height above. Ask for some sign if you don"t believe my word. Ask the Lord

to give you a sign. And bz Ahaz says- I"m not interested in these signs and all this

1.lderol. I want to get on with the work. The biggest battallions are what win the

war and T.P is coming with them. I want to get on with it. I don't want all this

fo&lish talk. But what can I do now. I can't just say, Kick Isa. out of here. I

can't do that because the people will be upset. So I want to get rid of him as easy

as I can so Ahazi/)Ut! hits upon a very clever scheme. Vs. 12: Ahaz makes a very

pious statement. I will not ask, neither will I tempt the Lord. Isn't that beautiful?

Very beautiful spirit that Ahaz shows in the words, if you don't know who Ahaz is and

if you don't know what the situation is. But in the light of --- if these words meant

what they tI sound like, if Ahaz intended to be what they sound like as you read

them in cold print, Isa. would say, Well that's a fine spirityou are showing, Ahaz.
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But you JM just trust the Lord and you will be all right. But that's not what he

says.at all. Isa. Is not there to encourage Ahaz. He is not there to comfort Ahaz.

He is there to rebuke A. And so he goes on and rebukes him. He has called on him to

trust the Lord instead of trusiting in his secret plans and schemes. with T.P. So

vs. 13, He said, hear ye now 0 house of David, Is a. small thing Therefore

the Lord himself will give you a sign. The Lord will give you a sign, God is not

going to putup with the House of David having such degenerate representatives as

Ahaz.People who are not trusting the Lord or following him. God is going in his own

time to rep1ace Maz by one who will truly represent God in this position as the head

of God's people. So the Lord Himself will give you a sign. That looks at the ultimate

rebuke for A. But then for comfort for the people and assurance that God can deliver

them, they don't have to look for their secret schemes, we find vs. 16, For before a

child shall know, a child if one were born right know wouldknow know how to refuse the

evil and choose the good. Before a child would be able to make simple choices, to reach

for the warm milk and not to put his hand on the hot stove, to choose the good and

refuse the evil, the land that thou abhorest shall be forsaken of both her kings. So

you don't heed to trust these plans, God can protect you and he will. Well 65 yrs. from

now Ephraim will no, longer be a people! Who cares about that! Well Ill give you

something closer. Within 2 or 3 yrs. at most, before the child is abie to make simple

decisions, before thattime lyria will be conqueeed. Resin will be gone. Israel will

have been overrun, people will be gone and a puppet king Hoshea will be reignigg in a

nominally independent kingdom of of Israel. The land will be forsaken of both her

kings in this number of yrs. So here is the treatment of the SyroEphraindtic invasion

in this section.

We find it referred to again in ch. 8 vs. 3-4. In ch. 8, vs. 3-4 we find: I went

to the prophetess and ahe conceived and bare a son, Then said the Lord to me ........

which means Hurry the booty, hasten the spoil, 4or before the child shall have

knowledge to cry Daddy and Mummy, the riches of. DamasCUs and the spoi of Satnaria shall

be taken away before the king of Assyria. -------------------------------------------------

-
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We had a very small period of time until the child can make simple choices, now

we have a still smaller period of time until this other child, Isaiah's own child

is able to , is 'able just to say these simple words. Within that time, Damascus and

Smaria will both habe been overrun by the king of of Assyria. So Isa. makes these

predictions about the destruction of the Syro-Ephramitic invasion, and in ch. 8-li

he speaks ---ch. 9 I mean -- vs 8-li he speaks about the/i(#$ people of Sa3aria ==

Ephraim. The Lord sent a word-to Jacob and it lighted upon Israel and all the people

shall know it . . . . That say in the pride and stoutness of their heart, The bricks

have fallen down but we will buildwith stones . . . . . Wonderful spirit if you are

serving the Lord. We've had destruction, MI of what we have had, but we are going

to build something a lot better. But for those who are defying the Lord it is merely

a sign of arrogance. He says, you have this idea you are going to succeed this way,

therefore the Lord shall set up the adversafies of Resin against him and join his

enemies together." God is going to overcome the Syrians and the Ephraimites. So

that is a theme that runs through this whole section. But another theme that runs

through it, H'the alliance with Assyrian, evidently a secret allinace that Ahaz is

making but the people don't yet know about it, and in 7:20 Isa. says, IN the same day

shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, na aely by those of Mesopotamia and

beyond the river, by the k. of Assyrian, the shall also consume the beard."

This shows Ahaz that Isa. knows about his secret plot in hiring T.P. Ahaz says, How

does Isa. have any idea of this arrangement that I have. How does e know that?

iut here is this definite reference to it in 7:2g. And in 8:9-12 we have further

reference to it. He says, Associate yourselves together all ye peop1e...ake you

alliance with Assyria, but you'll be broken to pieces. Give ear all ye all ye of

far countries, ye hall be broken to pieces. Take counsel together ..... shall not stand.

For the Lord spake . . . instructed me I should not walk. in the way of this people.

Say ye not a confereracy, neither fear ye their fear nor be afraid."
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They are told that this alliance, this confecterancy, this plan is not going to

work. It is just going todo away with the puffer states and they will be worse off

than they were before. So the allinace with Assyrian is a theme in this section as

it is later in 28-35.

A new theme in this section, is devestationby Assyria This is in 7:17-25. Some

people say that vs. 14 in ch. 7 has got to be an encouragement to Ahaz, that Imrnanuel

is coming. God is not interested in encouraging wicked Ahaz. There is no thought in

encouraging Ahaz. God wants to encourage the godly among the people by telling them

that within a very brief time the land thou abhorest will be forsaken of both her kings.

But as far as Ahaz is concerned it simply is rebuke. Vs. 17, The Lord will bring upon
from

days that have not come f$i/the.even the king of Assyria." He(Ahaz)

says, How does he know about Assyria? God is reavealing' And it shall come to pass

in that day that the Lord shall hiss for the fly in the uttermost part in the R. of

Egypt and for the bee in the land of Assyria ---'all these are going to come and attack

against the land here, and they are going to be such, a depopulation that we find in

vs. 21,22 - 25 - such a depopulation of the land is coming because of the way the

Assyrians are not going to stop with taking Syrian and Israel, they are going to glood

across into 3udah. And there will be such a depopulation that it will come to pass

in that day that a men should nourish a young cow and MINI two sheep, and it

shall come to pass for the abundance of milk they will give he will eat butter, for

butter and honey shall everyone eat that is left in the land. Ther-e won't be many people

left. There won't be enough to till the grnd. vs. 25 And all the hills that are usually

digged with a aattox, you can't come in there because of fear of briars and thi,rnes.

All you can do is to send cows and sheep in there for pasture. There are not enough

people left to take care of the land, and for the few people who are left there is plenty

of butter and honey and those things that don't require a lot of people to work and to

cultivate. So that shows the grt depopulation of the land. That depopulation is suggested

earlier in the ch. where we find in vs. l-l6, Therefore the Lord . . sign, Behold a

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Innnanuel, but . .
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population in the land will have a purge because of the destruction by the

Assyrians, so that the few that are left in the land will be able to eat butter and

honey that when there is a great population and a big demand you just can't get.

Then there will be a glut on the market because thought there is not a lot of them

there are still less people to try to buy it. So that this theme of devestation by

Assyria is stressed here in Isa. 7:17-25. Again in cli. 8:6-8 -"Now therefore the

Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the River (that's the Euphrates R., it is

called the River) strong and many (here's a fig. of speech) -- Some people say they

take everything in the Bible literatly, well if they do they don't take the Bible

truly because here is a figure of speech very clearly. It is not literally. It is to

be taken truly for what it means, and what it means is explained here. It does not

tell them about a flodd. "The Lord will bring upon them the waters of the River strong

and mighty, even the K. of Assyrian in all his glory." The power of the Assyrian army

Ii/All with his tremendous army is thought of as a River overfolowing all its banks.

And he shall overflow all his channels or his banks and he shall pass thro Judab. He

shall overflow and he shall go over even to the neck, and the stretching out of his

wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, 0 Inmianuel. So here is a figure of speech,

but it is perfectly clear here what the figure means. Figures of speech do not make

things unclear. Often they make things clear and plainer, easier to understand. But

here it is a vivid figure, how that the Assyrian power that Ahaz has brought in to

protect him from Assyria and from Ephraia is going to flood right over like a great

flood into Judah, and there will be great devestation and great difficulty there.

And of course this continues on until you get into the time of Rezekial when there

is only the city of Jerusalem left, and practically all the rest of the land is in

the Assyrian hands until Cod delivers by that great pestilence, 30 yrs. after this

time. Those are the grt. themes here, and then the other is Immanuel.

That we found in Isa. 7:14 -- the Rebuke to Ahaz and the encouragement to the

godly is that Cod is going in his own time to send his own king, his own representative
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of the house of David, his own leader for the godly who will be utterly different

from this worldling, this Ahaz, and so he says, the Lord will give you a sign. This

sign will be a miraculous event. A virgin is going to conceive and bear a son, and

this miraculous event occurs, and the One who comes he is not going to be called by

the name of Immanuel, he is going to be called-Jesus. But this is designating His

character, the name t4i is often the designation for the character, for the type of

person. This is the type lie is going to be. He is going actually to be God with us.

It does not clearly teach the deity of Christ, but it suggests it very very strongly.

Itmnanuel is going toreplace Ahaz in His own time. So thus He has given the goldy

people encouragement. Within a very few years they will be completely free Iron

Syria and Ephràim. Within 65 yrs. Ephraini will be broken. There will be no longer a

people. lie is ggI giving them encouragement that Cod is sending Immanuel eventually

in His own time, and '.e is giving Abaz a rebuke that God will not put up with that

sort of leaders of the house of David forever, and that the clever schemes that

Abaz has made with his Alliances with Assyrian are going to come to nothing, and that
-. Iron

instead it is going to bring terrible danger/which only the power of Cod can deliver

then.




low we find this theme of Inrianuel again interestingly in cli. -3. There you can't

just bring it out well in the English. It says, I just read you vs. 8 of ch. 8, He will

pass thro Judah, He will overflow and he will reach the fleet. The stretchings of his

wings will fill the breadth of thy land , 0 Intmanuel." How does he come to he talking

to Iiamanuel here now. Well of course it is a figure of speech. It is recognizing the

fact that this land is Immanuels's land. This is Christ's land. This is the land

that belongs to the people of God, and because of Pihaz wicked schemes the Assyrian

is going to ftü flood through it. It is Immanuel's land. Then we find --vs. 10 ==

"Take counsel together and it shall come to nought. Speak the word and it shall not

stand, for Immanuel (the Heb. is exactly the same here as it is at the end of vs. 8

but here they translate it, "for GOd is with us". That's what j4( Imanuel means.

So either place you can translate it,"for Cod is with us", but in the first case
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he is referring to the One Immanuel who is God s with us. Here he is saying, These

plans, these human plans are not going to work because this is Iinmanuel"s land. Cod

is with us. Inunanuel owns this land. Iinrnanuel is going to protect His land in His own

way and He sends this great disaster to Sennacherib's army 30 yrs. later, and protects

it so that the Assyrians are unable to take it. Of course eventually 150 yrs. later

he allowed the Babylonians, a different people to -take them into captivity for

their sins, but He does not forsake them then because He still has his continuing

purpose for Israel.

Now then --- of course this theme of Inunanuel does go on. I think we had better

We have summarized ch. 7 pretty much now. You notice how vs. 14 stands by itself.

Vs. 15 does not refer to Christ. "Butter and honey shall he eat when he knows to refuse

the evil and choose the good." Vs. 15 is saying, If this one were to he born right

now -- we don't know whe- he is going to be $U born -- it's not been revealed.

If this woman were pregnant right now, we don't know when ---- if she were right now

by the time be reached the age of making simple choices, there would be plenty of

butter and honey because the land would be so depopulated, and this change described

in the latter part of the chapter would already have occurred. Now that's the way

it impresses me you are to take it. It's a sharp breat between vs. 14 telling about

Immanuel, and vs. 15 using Inunanuel's childhood as a measuring stick on the supposition

he was born now tho actually it's 700 yrs. off. Now some prefer to say that butter

honey shall he eat points to his son Shear jashub who is beside him == he is saying

this one here will be in this situation. I don't think that is nearly as satisfactory,

but whatever it is it U definitely isn"t Christ. Now there are some who try4 to

make a double interpretation. They say, This is talking about somebody in Ahaz'day,

DvU/ and also about somebody in Christ's day. But the second one is talking about

someone in Ahaz' day and has nothing to do with Christ. These two kings are going to

be gone in less than 700 yrs. -- what would that mean. The second has nothing to do

with Christ and the first has nothing to do with the time of Ahaz but it has a
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great deal with the person of Ahaz, because it is replacing Ahaz. Now we could spend

half an hr. on this vs. but I have much more to get over, I'd rather not take time on

it. Just briefly mention the problems of the particular vs., but the flow of the ch.

and how it refers to these themes is what I want to bring out and to show how it

goes on to these other chapters. Because in ch. 8, as we have said, ch. 7:1-9:7

is a continuous passage . In ch. 8 he goes right on how the Lord gives further

discussion to him about this Syro-Ephramitic invasion, and about the attempt of

Ahaz, and what it is going to lead to and the result is there is going to be'a small

group, a remnant who will keep the truth among them, and so in vs. 16 = Bind up

the testimony, seal up the law among my disciples and I will wait upon the Lord that

hides his face from the house of Jacob, I will look for him. Behold I and the child

ren that the Lord has given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord

of hosts which dwells in Mt. Zion. No matter how the people turn away from God, there

is going to be the little group of followers of God. Isaiah and his followers, and

later on hi! the greater fulfillment in Jesus and His followers. jlsn't this double

fulfillment?] those who are standing true to Cod, and it is quoted in Hebrew 2 in

that regard.

And then he goes on here at the end of the ch. showing the terrible results of

the coming of the Assyrian. Vs. 21, They shall pass through it hardly bestead and

hungry and it shall come to pass when they shall he hungry JOJ and fret themselves

and curse their king and their Cod and look Galillie of the

4fiç( nations" -- pointing out those sections in the N. of Israel there where the

Assyrian army first comes tramping through devestating, destroying, and wrecking.

That is the place where at the first he lightly afflicted it and then more greviously

he did afflict the people up there with the coming of the Assyrian army in their

terrible devestation, but he says, The people that walked in darkness -- this very

section up there which had the first brunt of the Assyrian attack, this section is one

that is going to see a great light. They that dwell in a land of the shadow of death
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upon them hath the light shined. This very section where the Assyrian army first came

through and the misery first came from this attack, this is the section where the light

is going to shine through the preaching of Christ as he goes through XU Galilee

and preaches in these various sections. And it is quoted in Mat, to show how Isa.

pointed to that very place where Immanuel would come. Arid then he goes on to tell

about this Immanuel who is coming. He tells about the Assyrian and his attack is going

to be brought to an end. Vs. 4 -- Thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, the staff of

his shoulder, the rod of his oppressors, for every batter of the wfrriours......................

but all this is going to he burned up and destroyed. It will be for buring and for

fuel of fire. All wars and everything of that kii1 is going to be brought to an end.

Why? Eecause unto us a c-Mid is born, and unto us a son is given. This one is coming

as a sign to the people they can have courage, as a rebuke to Ahaz that God is going to

put his own sign(?) in the house of David who will he Iminanuel. This One is going to

be called, Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting father, the Prince

of Peace. Now the Jewish trans. says This name shall be called , the Mighty God, the

Everlasting rather, the Prince of Peace is counselling a wonderful thing. And of course

we don't have long names like that for anybody, but it's a clever way to interpret it

and to try to get away from the fact that all these terms are describing this One. It's

not his name any more than his name actually is Imxnanuel. But it dvscribes His character.

He will be wonderful. lie will be the greatest counsellor the world has ever seen. He

will actually be the mighty Cod. He will be the everlasting Father. He will be the

Prince of Peace, and of the increase of His govt. and peace there will be no end, upon

the throne of David, and on his kgdm. to order it and to estsb. ( it with judgment

and justice even from hence1E forth and forever more. The zeal of the Lord of hosts

will perform this. So we have Immanuel here reaching this great climax -- a very

great climax in his character here. He is actually going to be God. His deity is here

brought out. He Is Cod with us is implied when he is called Immanuel, but it is clearly

brought out when it is said He will he the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father.
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Then at the end of vs. 7 is where there should have been a cli. division. It

is unfortunate there isn't one there. I guess the Archbishop thought/j4/ vs.1-7

was too small to make a V4,{J chapter, but as you notice chapter 9' runs right on

from ch. 8.'here is no sharp division. Ch. 9:l is a little hard qj to translate1

The AV trans1es it one way; the ASV trans. it quite a diff. gay. Whether you take

vs. ].asoingw;Lt1ys..2 immediately,a-fter, it actually is a transition between

the two. It ties them together. Cod's answer t the terrible misery andsin that

the sin of the .peop1eJrings, us answer is the'cbming of His Son !'mmanuel. And

then you*have,OW'Your new section starting hreat ch. 9:8 which runs to cli.

10:4 and there, again &4s. where a chapter divisin should be. Because 10:5 on is

one epgtinuoue section.,, btt$ tha first 4.vs. of ch.lejust like-the last part of

Sjt chapter 9 -'r,.yohave several verses And-then you have the words, For all

this his anger s ot ttrned away but his hand ±s stretched out still;- In vs. 12

you hve 4x " Again in vs. 17. Again in vs. 21, -and again in l( :4".' So you have here

4 staza.so ote poem, of which the Archbishop--put three in one chapter -and f$4/

the fourth pu. in thenext chapter. Which is such an obvious mistake that it seems

the horse just must have been in very rough country when he made this particular

division. ,'

That section is showing the evil of the people as they turn away from God and

the results that are going to come. It's well worth studying, but there are other

things we want to cal attention to.

So we start with 10:5, and back in 1942 I had a class in Prophecy in which I

dealt 'with. chapter 9, with this wonderful material about the coming of Christ, and

a day or two later I was going to deal with ch. 11 about the wonderful material

about the coming. of christ, and I felt that ch. 10 was sort of a dry interlude in

between the two, and just at that time we had--a visitor from Wheaton College. A friend

of Dr. Buswellscme tçTvisit me and dropped in on my-lass. And I thought what a shame

she didn't eo -a cou1e days ago and hear vs. 9-, .,or, and-hear ,u4lx ch. 11. Tut

I 'went into 10 and showed God's dealing with the Assyrian whom He called the rod of
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his anger, whom God uses for His purpose and yet whom God will destroy because the

Assyrian in his pride thinks it is his power rather than God's permission that enables

him ô do what he does. And I went into that and spent an hour on it, and I was getting

from her in j é next two or three months I kept UI getting every now a then a note

bout something he had come across in connection withj your chapter. So she seemed

to think c. 10 was aLchaptettwas greatly interested in, and of course it is a great

chapter, but before cli. 9 and Xtl/ '11 it sort of is inconspicuous. We could spend an

h'dur Or twoonclIapte . Thereare great lessons for our day in it. How od uses the

Assyrian, 'uses the wrath Of wicked men for His purpose, but that does not excuse them

for what 'tlie do and God- purises them for it. But look now at the very end of the ch.

wherelt vividly esribe wha t1iepop1rwere afraid of -- the coming of anj army

-from the North.

"He is come o to Aiath, he is passed to Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up

his carriages; Theya gOne over the passage . . . . vs. 29,30 . . . 0 poor Anathoth.

I remeniber when I came ón-horseback through this country just N. of Jerus. You saw all

these 1itt1 T0466`And you could vi*idly picture this passage as he described one

town after another as you look N. from Jerus., and you imagine you see the Assyrian

army coming.

Vs. 31 diah is removed . . .vs. 32 . . the hill of Jerusaim. You can just imagine

the Assyrian 'coming down. This picture is what the people imagined. Actually the

Assyrian didn't do this way. TI& came, down along the coast and came up through Lachish.

"
He didn't come this way. The Bbylónian caine this way 150 yrs. later . But this is a

vivid pictureof what' the people° feared -- the Assyrians coming down that way, getting

clos&r and closer. Ahaz has opened up that way. The buffer states are gone. There is

" no to protect them. It-looks forward to 30 yrs. later when Sennacherib's army
They are right their

comes. They come, they coiie, they come./They shake their fists at us, there is nothing

e can do. Tvs. 33 eho1d, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, shall lop the bough with

terror, and the high ones . . . shall be hunthled.". vs. 34-....Lebanon shall al1 by

a mighty one.
-
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Here we imagine the Assyrian army coming the way the peopla thought it would co.

Coming and coming closer there is nothing Jerusalem could do. They are going to be

overcome, but God intervenes and the ?ssyrian mpire is brought to an end. And it is

cut down, and he uses Lebanon of great force. Lhanon is a figure of the grt. force

of the Assyrian empire. It shall fall by a mighty one (and there shouldn't be a chapter

break here because it goes straight on). But in contrast to what happens to the Assyrian

empire,-there-will-come forth a rod ut of the stem of Jesse and a Branch shall grow

out of his roots. Judah declines until it seems almost to have disappeared. There are

just a little roots leftin the ground. It is practically gone, but the Assyrian is the

mighty Empire-and it falls as the Lord causes it to, but out of the little root, out of

the stem of Jesse a branch grows up and this branch is Inanuel. And the Spirit of

the Lord will rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel

and might . . . . vs.3 . . . . vs. 4 . . . . meek of the earth. And so you think here

of Jesus and His preaching, the wonderful preaching of the wonderful messages Jesus gave.

But it doesn't stop with that because it continues. He will smite the earth with the

rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And Paul

telis 4/ us in Thessalonians that that is a prediction of the destruction of antichrist

by Jesus a he returns to this earth where he quotes this verse. Then it describes

his, character . . . vs. 5 . . . girdle of his kidneys. And then it describes what his

reign is going to be like. The wolf will dwell with the lamb . . . .a little child

shall lead them . . .vs. 7 . . . vs. 8 . . the sucking ehild shall play on the hole

of the asp. Now this doen't mean that the wolf will lie down with the lamb, with the

lamb inside of the wolf. It doesn't mean that the sucking child will put his hand on

the hole of the asp and the asp will bite it. It doesn't mean that at all. I mean some

people try to interpret this as a description of the Gospel age. Now it certainly isn't.

Its a description of what is yet to come when Christ reigns in righteousness and it

means not that these things will be together with the evil f hurting the good and the

good having peace in the midst of difficulties and dangers. That's a wonderful gospel

truth we have today. But what it means is that there is a time coming when there won't
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be these external dangers. I was out in New Mexico and there was a man who told me

he had been out in the desert and had a little cabin there, and said he had a little

child in the f front room. He was in the back Zoom. Tie heard a sound in the front of

something banging. And then he heard something slapping twice as hard. And then he

heard the little child laugh. And then again he heard a little slap, and then he

heard a bigger slap and then he heard the child laugh. That went on two or three times

and he wondered what it was. So he came to the door and looked in and he said there

was a screen door and the little child was in front of the scrreen door and outside

the screen door was a great big rattle snake. The child would look at the pretty

rattle snake, and he would lift his hand and hit the screen door. The door would fly
spring

4111 open a ways, and just then the rattle snate would take a great/and it would

hit the screen and it would go shut with a bang. And the child would laugh with glee.

The child was putting his hand on the hole of the asp. He wasn't a hit afraid. There

was no fear in the midst of danger. But that's not what this is talking about. The

man didn't sit and say, Isn't this wonderful. Vhat a wonderful fulfillment of this

that the child would put his hand on the hole of the asp. No, the man said, he stepped

back quickly and grabbed his gun and rushed around quickly to the side and shot the

snake, afraid of his life that the snake would go through the screen door and would

strike the child, or that the child would strike the screen door hard enough to make it

go wide open and then the snake would get right at the fU child.

So this is a very vivid description of the ending of all external danger on the

earth reaching the point described in vs. 9, They shall not hurt or destroy in all my

holy nit, for the earth shall he full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover

the sea. Vs. 10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse . . . .glorious.

And so we have this wonderful picture here of the millennial kingdom that Is coming

through this One Immanuel who repalces Ahaz. The One who has the power greater than the

power of the Asyyrian empire by far. The One who comes first with his wonderful teaching

that brings light to the people that have sa-t in darkness. He comes with His wonderful

teaching. He comes to give the answer to the sin which is back of all the problems, but
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then he comes in his 2nd coming to estab. universal righteousness and joy. Now of

course we could go into much more detail in these chapters. çh. 12 Is a hymn of

praise to God for doing these things. We could go into more detail in them. But

ch. 28-35 have these same themes again, and the same historic background that is

developed in a way that I think is very fascinating but Is very, little known to most

christIan people.

And so well' take our coffee break now. It is now 7 of 11. Let's get back by

25 after 11, and we'll go on and look at those chapters and see how those same themes

occur in them.

The end of 35. You go into 36 which starts the new section of the account of

the historical events. So you definitely have this section separated off at both ends.

When you started you do not have any word of intro. as you do in ch. 7. to tell you

when it was given or what the precise situation was. I believe that one would have

grt. difficultly understanding cli. 28-29 If you did not have these facts of historical

backg-ound in mind. It is also easier to understandf it having looked at ch. 7-12.Notice

I have called 7-12 The New King. And 28-35, A New Nation. In both of them of course

e Is thinking of the people as a whole, but the empahsls in 7-12 Is on Irmianuel. It

is on the coising of a leader to replace this unworthy Ahaz. Now in this case
by name

Ahaz hardly enters in, in 26-35. There is no specific mention/of any king o Israel

here. And some of these chapters, I believe, when you get into them and study then

carefully that then the situation becomes very clear. 3ut it"s not just obvious on

the surface. So that' you have to go through the chapter. study it. See what it relates

to. Tehu you find the situation to which it relates and'. then you examine it in relation

to that situation, and when you find it fits perfectly you are shre you have made the

correct determination. I cannot take time to do that before going in to expound the

chapter, so we will simply ask you to assume that ch. 23 begins with. Isaiah speaking.

(/ Speaking about the same time that he spoke in cli. 7, butnot speaking to Ahaz.

Speaking to a group of Israelite nobs. Studying these chapters I believe we can reach
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the conclusion that these are nobl&s who are leaders in the K. of Judah and who are

in iThaz' counsels. They know that the plot has been made, that the word has been sent

to Tiglath P. that they will give all this property to him if he will come and deliver

them from Israel and from Syria. They know that. The people as a whole don't know it.

And so these nobles are holding a banquet, and at this banwuet they are celebrating the

grt. accomp1ishdgts -- the making of this plan that they think is going to make them

perfectly safe from Syria and from Israel. They are celebrating that. Btt they are not

telling the people what they are celebrating. But I heleive that people had a certain

amount of access in and out into the banquet hail. That a certain number of the people

who weren't in on the plan were there, but it was mainly these nobles who were feasting

to celebrate this plan that they are sure will make them safe from Israel and Syrian.

So into that banquet hail comes Isa. Under the circumstances, if Isa. ca-me in and

started to denounce them them would probably have thrown him out quickly. But if Isa.

comes in and starts saying things that they don't particularly disapprove of they will

not interfere with him, and if he says things they like he can get them into a mood

where they will stay and let him keep on talking, and that is what we find a number of

times in the prophetic books. Like we find it in Amos where Amos goes to the No.rthern

Kingdom and starts speaking about the sins of Philistia, and T1oab and these other

countries and how God is going to punish them for it. And all the poeple are saying.

That's wo iderfu1. He is going to punish those wicked nations. Then when he gets them

all interested in listening then he turns on them. We have the same thing here in what

Isa. does.

So ch. 28 = Imagine this banquet there and these nobles gathered around and they

are probably drinking rather heavily and eating a grt. deal, and in the midst of it

Isa. stands up and says, Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim

You see here you have Ephraim vs. 1-4 -- thedrunkards of Ephraiin whose bearty is

a fading flower . . . overcme with wine . . . vs. 2 . . . vs. 3 , . . . . vs. 4

while it is yet in his hand he eateh it up. In other words it is going quickly to

disappear. Israel is a stvonger larger nation than Judali. Sainaria is its capitol.
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Its people feel very safe, But he says suddenly it is going to completely disappear.

So these nobles of Judah and Je rus. hear this, and say That is fine. That encourages

the people. That developes their morale, that's just what we've been saying. That is

what's going to happen. Only we know how it's going to happen. Tiglath P.is coming in.

to attack. Only we are paying him to do it. So they say this is OK. Let the old fool

keep on talking! So Isa. goes on, and they don't interfere with him. So he contines

vs. 5, In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of glory . . . unto the residue

of his people, vs. 6 . . . battle in the gate." Now they are not quite so sure. Now

he is bringing in his religious ideas. Ne is talking about God here. It is find ho he

has been saying that the Lord is going to destory Ephraim, but is there any kind of an

implication of a criticism of us that the Lord is going to he the spirit of judgment and

the crown of glory instead of our clever schemes. The people don't know about it, and

we can't imagine he knows about it, but is tI( this a little slur on us. Well, they

don't feel strongly enough to thorw him out, but then in vs. 7 . .... Vs. 7 s very

poorly translated here in the LIV.

It doesnt give the idea at all. In the Ileb. the word 'they' ordinarily is not

expressed . "Nave errer". You see "they also have errer" it says here. Now in Tleb. it

would just be the verb, "have erred" But in Tleb. there is a specific word that is

normally trans. "these". Here they have just translated it "they". The ASV issued in 1901

transl it, "and even these reel with wine". I think it would he better to take it like

the LIV does, but substitute "these" for "they". "But these also have erred through

wine, and through strong drink are out of the way . . " In other words he says, Look

at those drunkards of Ephraim up there in Sainaria. They are going to be wrecked. Well

that's fine. But these also, here are these folks, they also have errer through wine

and strong drink. The priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they

are swallowed up of wine . . .they err in vision . . . vs. 8 ..all tables are full

of vomit and filthiness . . . " He is here rebuking these nobles in their banquet.

And as he says this --- If he had started with this they would probably have thrown Mm

right out. But now when he says it this way, instead of that they start grumbling.
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So I think that vs. 9 is them talking about it, and saying what is the matter

with this. Vs. 9 and perhaps vs. 10. "Whom shall he teach knowledge?" tTho is

this fellow trying to give instruction to? Is he going to tell us nobles what we

ought to be doing. Who is he going to make to understand doctrine? Those that are
from

weaned fmthe milk and drawn from the breast? Is he talking to us as if we are

little children? Prec&pt on precept, line on line, here a little there little?

Is that the way that he is talking to us?

And then Isa. who ban hear them or at least knows what they are j saying answers

and in vs. 11, what is translated "for" can just a well he translated "hut". In the

Version of 1901 it says, Nay, but by nen of strange lips and by another tongue will he

spea!; to this people. In other words Isa. is saying, Thu won"t listen. You say,

Precept on precept, lin e on line. You're giving religious instruction as if you were

ta1ing to little children. Th're big, powerful nobles who have made our plan, and we

know how we are going to work everything out. This is the way you talk, lie says,=

Isa. answers them, Dut with staierfng wips and another tongue == or better as the

RV has it, Nay but my men of strange ups and with another tongue will he speak to

this people. In other words, You wont listen to the simple teaching of God's word

giving you precept on prec&pt, line on line, giving you this simple teaching. You

won't listen to that. Whil God is going to speak to you with another language you

can't understand. The Assyrian army is going to come in here. S!tf (/ And you are

going to hear those men talking around you. And it is through that that God is going

to speak to you that are not willing to listen to the simple tt4/$ presentation

of His word. That's the way he says he will speak to this people to whom he
they

"This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest . . . yet would not

hear." You are not listening to the Lord's words. God will speak to you through the

invaders whose language you won't be able to. understand. And the word of the Lord will

be unto you precept on precept, line on line, here a little there a little .
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that they might go and fall backward an be broken, and snared, and taken." This

is what is ahead. You won't listen to the simple teaching of Cod's Word ==message.
d

God will speak by the simple and ununderstandble talking of thesee/ enemies

who come in and overrun your land. I think the IU people did not understand the

M,{t/ meaning of these chapters here. They got the words. They words are quite

literally translated, most of them. But in many cases there are two possibilities

and in many cases they have chosen the L wrong possibility. Because they did not

get the sense of it as a whole. If only Isa. had put in. This is what I said to the

banquet on this particular occasion, they would have had the background and have

gotten it. But when you understand that is the situation and interpret the words as

I think most other translations do interpret it, you see how it exactly fittsthere.

That is the message he gives.

He continues vs. 14, Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye scornful men

bs. 15 . . .we have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement

What does he mean? It means you have sent messengers to T.P. You have sent messengers

to this grt. scourge that is threatening to conquer all the nations, and you have
booty

said, You protect us from Israel and Syria and we'll give you all this fØ. You have

made a covenant with death, and you have said, With hell are we in agreement . When

the overflowing scourge shall pass through it won't come to us for we have made lies

our refuse and under falsehoods have we hid ourselves. Therefore thus saith the Lord

/God, Behold, I lay in Z. for a foundation a stone, a tried stone shall not

make haste. . vs. 17 Judgement also will I lay to the line . . . . waters shall over

flow the hiding place." You think your alliance with T.P. is going to protect you

but you will find that the source will come to you as well as to these other nations

and the removal of the nations in between just put them right next to you. "Your covenant

with death shall be dissannulled, andyour agreement with hell shall not stand .

ye shall be trodden down by it. And vs. 20 is a very picturesque expression of the

failure of the clever stunt of this alliance with T.P. vs. 20, For the bed is
stretch

shorter than that a man can !h himself wrap himsel in it.@
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A very clever piscturesque way of saying that this plan simply cannot work.

It is a human device that will not accomplish the purpose.

The rest of the ch. is rather picturesque lang. showing how Cod deals with

ddffferent people according to This plan and giving like an agriculturalist does

the sort of treatment that will bring the desired result in each case. We'd better

not take the time to look at the details of it. Just reading it at first sight you

don't see it, but once you get that understanding, that's what it is. It's easy to

figure out the meaning of the details in the rest of this chapter.

I want to go on to cit. 29 which continues on right directly after this.

Ch. 29 shows what is going to happen as a result of this alliance with T.P. What

is going to happen is that the Assyrian is going to reduce Jerusalem to the condition

as we notice before, the condition when Sennacherib comes 30 yrs. later when there

is just no human possibility of deliverance. All the rest of Judah will be taken.

Lachish will be conquered; Jerus. is left alone. So he is very picturesque. "Woe

to Ariel, to Anal, the city where David . . . " Now Ariel is not a.name that conveys

any meaning. The Ileb. could be translated either as the lion of Cod or as the heart

of God. In line with the context the heart of God seems more likely. The place where

God is working out with fire His plans and purposes. Where is this place? What does

it refer to? It is the city where David dwelt. So it is very clear he is designating

Jerusalem by it. 29:1 . . . add ye year to year; let them kill sacrifices. vs. 2

Yet I will distress Arlel .... vs. 3 . . . vs. 4 out of the groucin, and thy speech

shall whisper out of the dust." A picture of Jerus. with Sennachenibs army in Lachish

thuiug threatenlgg to attack Jerus. at any time. There seems to be absolutely no

hope, no possibility of deliverance. So this is a picture of what is going to cone

as a result' of their I alliance with T.P. Jerusilen IfiU itself is going to be the

only city left of any size, and it in tremendous danger. This terrible situation that

lasted for nearly 3 yrs. in the tine of Tezekia1i when 5ennacherlbs army cane is vividly

predicted in these 4 verses. But then, vs. 5 unfortunately where the TTeb. just has
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the little word "and", the i3V translated It "iiorover." No the fleh. word "in"

covers a wide area of meaning. ometii.es we can translate it as "but". oreover

also, are possibilities. "Jut" IS also a definite possibility . It is used to tIi

together two things- that just naturally o together, hut it is also used for 117t-

C!




anges. changes " Thu say the teraans will 1101(1 France for two and a

half years, and they will he driven out after Dunkirk. You can use your "and"

to show- a big transition in English, just as you can to show a close union or two

things. But when we do we are more apt to say "b." And if- you say "but" rather than

"moreover" you you see the important change that takes place at this point. But the

multitude of thy strangers shall become as small dust, and the mult. of the terrible

ones, yea as chaff that passeth away, yea it shall be at an instant suddenly." You

see the picture of the destruction of the Assyrian army. Vs. 6, Thou shalt be

v4ited of the Lord of hosts with.thunder . . . vs. 7 shall be as a dream of a night

vision vs. 8 . . It shall even be as when an hungry man dreams (now here is Sennacherib)

, and behold he eats, but he awaketh and his soul is empty . . .so shall the mult. of all

the nations be that fight against Nt. Zion." Tiere in these 8 vs., we have 4 vs. showing

the coming ofSennacherib's invasion, and then these 4 vs. show vividly how Cod is

going to deliver Jeris. from Sennacherib. Tre is looking forward to titis calamity that

is coming as a result tI51i. Ahaz' act but to the marvellous deliverance that the

Lord is going to bring. He is showing the terrible situation as a rebuke to these

people who have-made this alliance, but showing how God will deliver as encouragement

to the godly people who would tend to become disheartened and give way to despair.

in the face of that situation.

Then he goes on to speak about the leaders who have led them into this, andhe

points out to themwhat a situation they are in. Vs.9 and followin.g describes their

situation. I have listed Ephraim, 28:1-4. Ai.linace- with Assyria, you have it in

Z$1UZ4 28:14-15,17,18,20. Then Sennacherib's invasion you have in/10 ch. 29,20,31.

Then the New Nation in 29:13-19. Now just see how he brings that in.. - He here tells

what is the spiritual condition of the nation as a whole.
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29:9 Stay yourselves, and wonder . . . . vs.1O . . . " " vs.

vs. 12 . . . . he says. I"ui not learned." In other words everybody"s got an excuse.

Rather than study thewo-rd of. God,. rather than' seek his will they have got an excuse to

turn ç1tiownwis4om and to their own plans nrrdtheir own sinful-ideas. So the

Lord says, vs.-3.vs. 14 . . . behold; ! will proceed to do- a-marvellous

work among this pe" -Wha,is the work He is gothgto do? A marvellous rok and

a wonder, for the wisdom of their wise men shalleris?r and the understarrding of

their prudent n - shall be. hid..". We paw how i gotng to dealwttb Ahaz " God is

going inilis QWfl tiie to,ppvide the new leader'- forii people, Ianuel ho will truly

be God with. us,. Now we -are taking not to the 'ktng but to the leaders. We talking to

the seers, to the wisemtn , to tl-prlsts. . ehaveshown how they are-using all kinds

of excises nt t fQUo od's word. They bonor}itit tth their hearts, but they remove

thier heart fromi. o Jie.is going to do a marvetlouswork. Thetr'tsdou is going

perLh. What .s the marvellous work he is going-to tio?

Vs. 15, Woe to -them, that sk to hide their ernrnsel from the Lord . . ;". Surely

your trying to.,urn" things upside down shall be esteemed as the potters clay(v.16)

You've turned things upside down. You've put your human wisdom on top. You are using

Gods Word only as a slogan. You are saying this is--God's kingdom, this--is God's

nation, nothing. cn,.hprt-it, but, you are not looking to-Him or seeking--to-follow his

law..You are seeking your own wisdoi. You are turning things upside down. So he says

I'm going to -turn .things upside
down . -

vs .17, Is it not yet a .very little while and Lebanon shall--bvrrred- into a fruitful

field.. ". .?" What does that mean? .,Lebanon is -outside of Israel. Lebanon is the great

forest, the great..outsi4e area. That is outside- the fruitful field which-is God "s vineyard

.Which he has planted .and which He has plowed andMctrhe has giveirhlwword. XJesus

spoke about how the keepers of the vineyard had--been-false and ha&not' obeyed him and

how he woiild theref,qre tke the vineyard away -f-row LIIeIR Here he gays that Lebanon will

be turned into -a-fruitful field and that the friçf field shall- be- esteed as a

forest. So here you have just as Ahaz is to be replaced, so in the leadership of
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his people, the Israelites who have not followed him truly as they should will be

replaced by those who seem to be outside like the forest of Lebanon. They are going

for a time to take over the leadership.

29:18 And in that day shall the deaf near . . . vs. 19 . . . . vs. 20 . . .

vs. 21 . . . .vs. 22 . . . . vs. vs. 23 But when Jacob (they are imagining here the
the founder of the house of Israel

ancestry)', when he sees his children, the work of in y hands, in the midst of him, they

shall snactify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, andfjU shall fear the

God of Israel." So here you have great numbers of the Israelites taming away from

God, you have the nation as " whole going off into apostasy. Israel is imagined as

seeing the new ones whom Cod has brought in -- Lebanon from outside, the Gentle,

brought in to the leadership among his people. So you have the picture- of the turning

to the Gentiles, just as Ahaz is to be replaced by God's own King, so the leaders of

Israel are to be replaced by the new leaders whom He will bring from those that sought

him not, those that had not followed him.. This happens up to vs. 23, and then vs. 24

looks beyond that: Vs. 24"They also that erred in sp-iit (they also shall come to)

understand, and they $I that murmured shall learn doct±ine.

11/ Here we have an exact parallel to Rom. 11 where it describes God's work under

the figure of the olive tree, and we hive the olive tree and then we have the wild

branches that are grafted into the olive tree, and then we have the natural- branches

grafted back again into their own olive trueI The redemption -- and so all Israel

shall be saved, in God's own time as Paul says. Go here you have the parallel to it.

The turning to the Gentiles. The fruitful field becoming like a forest. The forest of

Lebanon becoming like a fruitful field for a time and then they also that erred in

spirit come to understand the eventual redemption of Israel. Go we have the ne Tation

pictured here.

Then we have Chapter 30 in which we have the people's answer to this. It is a

very Interesting chapter 1n which it is as if the people replied and they say, N0,

we have got this plan with T.P. You say it is not going to work. Vs. 1, Woe to tie

rebellious people . . . " You say that that wQn't work, well all right welt go to Egypt.
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If we can't ...$Syria is next to us now, we'll play off Egypt against Assyria.

So they gad to go down to Egypt. They have not asked at iy mouth, he says, to

strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of

Egypt. . . Vs. 3 Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame. You won't

get your protection from Egypt either. And we find that after they were faced with

Assyria, that is what they did a long time. They kept trying to play off Egypt against

Assyria, and he says that won't work.

And in vs. 16 he pictures them going down to Egypt with great amounts of

burdens on the beasts with gifts to take down there to try to et Egyptian help.

Vs. 6 The burden of the beasts of the south" and he describes how they carry their

riches on the shouldersof yound asses, and their treasures on the bunches of camels

to a people that shall not profit them, for" the. Egyptians shall help in vain and

to no purpose. So he goes on critising them for their turning away from God, and

tells them in vs. 15 the only place they should find their protection is in God.

Vs. 15 . . . . and ye would not." You see, but ye would not would bring out the

thought a little better, easier in English there. But ye would not. But ye said,

No . . . vs. 16 . . . Vs. 17 goes on with his condempatlon.. At the rebuke of five

shall ye flee .... Does lie say, Until you are annihilated? Until you are destrayed?

No, he says, until ye be left as a beacon upon the, top of a mountain, and as an

ensign on an hill. In other words, Israel for not following the Lord as they should

is going to suffer. They are going to flee, they are going to be scattered, but they

are not to be completely destroyed. They will still remain as an ensign, as a beacon,

as a sign, as an evidence of what God has done and what God is yet to do.

They say that, Frederick the Great, the great Prusssina skeptical scoffer

said once to his chaplain, he said, Give ne in one word some evidence of Christianity.

The champlain said, The Jews. In other words, the words of the prophecy have been

fulfilled in the punishment of the Jews for their not following God as they should,

Ui)U in their scattering. But in their continuing. The ancient Egyptians are all
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gone. It's Arabs that control Egypt now. The ancient Assyrians have disappeared, the

Babylonians. All these nations of antiquity have disappeared. The Jews have been widely

scattered but they still maintain their identity to this day, and God still have a

future ror then. The time is coming as Paul says wbn all Israel will be saved. So

they flee and are scattered, but they remain as a beacon on the top of a mountain, and

as an ensign on a hill. Scattered throughout the world, yet visible there as an e*idence

that God"s people that He called to bear His name are still continuing though in unbelief
purposes

and that Godhas his fut. pruposes for them.

30:18 And therefore will the Lord waith, that he may be gracious unto you.

He will eventually show great graciousness and goodness to them. Therefore he will be

exalted that he may have mercy upon you . . .. that wait for him."

WQ11 T -don't think I'' take time to look on through the chapter much but I'll

==except to note toward the end of it again the references to the Assyrian. Referance

to the destruction of Sennacherib's invasion. We find here in 30:31, For through the

voice of the Lord hall the Assyrian be beaten down, which smote with a rod." It is

not through their force. It is not through their army. It cones because of the Lord

sending a great destruction which we saw predicted in these other places.

Then in ch. 3- and 32 he goes back again to the immediate situation. Ch. 31

starts like 30 did, "Woe to them that go down to Egypt . . . . Vs. 3 Now the Egyptians

are men and not Cod . . . They are looking for help to Egypt, and thyy are not going to

get it. They will not be delivered. Sennacherib will come, and they will -- all of Judah

will be taken except Jerusalem. They will be in a situation in which it will seem

absolutely hopeless, but we find that at the latter part of vs. 4(30:4 . . . so shall

the Lord of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the bill thereof. Vs. 5

As birds flying, so will the Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem. That's not saying they

are going to come with airplanes and destory Sennacherib's force, but it is saying that

which they can't reach, that which is above them which represents simply the acts of

God is going to come in a way that no human being in those days could possibly accomplish

and is going suddenly to bring complete destruction of Sennacherib's army. 30:5(read)
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Isa. 30:6 Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have deeply revolted

Vs. 7 . . . . vs. 8 . . . . shall devour him." In other words it is no human force that

is going to bring the defeat of the Assyrians. It is God who is going to do it in the

tremendous sudden unexpected way. Vs. 8 $ . . . . Vs. 9 . . . and his furnace in

Jeruslam.

And here we have just a brief reference again to Immanuel in Cii. 32. Vs. 1, The

King shall reign in righteousness and princes shall rule in judgment . . . Vs. 2 as

rivers of waters in a dry place." Here we have the Lord . . . Inmianuel is going to

reign in righteousness. There are going to be princes who will reign in judgment. Those

who truly love the Lord will reign with him in the millennium. But before the millennium

this man is going to be the hiding place from the wind. ie who will eventually reign

in power is preceding that time the one who can he our protections from the wind, our

covert from the tempest, as rivers of water in a dry places,as the shadow of a great

rock in a weary land.

And so in this ch. we have some ref. looking forward to the millennium, and sone

referring to the time beforee that when we can trust in the Lord and find our peace

in him. !n4 vs. 20 shows what our primary purpose should be during thisperfoti.

t.lPSSC(1 are ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth thither the feet of the ox and

the ass." During this period we are to get out the Word of Cod in every way we can. That

is our primary function as we serve him while we wait for ills coming.

There are many details in Ch. 33 that would take more time than we have today to look

into, fitting with this same historical background. You notice for instance in vs. 19

the evntual deliverance from the Assyrians. Vs. l9(read). Some one might have questioned

back there where I Interpreted that ie was going to speak to them through these people

with another tongue, a stammering tongue, whether that meant the comm4ng of the Assyrians.

Here it is tied together and made very clear. V" l9(#,1 read). It does not mean the

Assyrians stammered at all, but that it it sounds like it to these people that don't

understand what these people are saying. Vs. 20(read) . .. U quiet habitation.

What this eventaully is the condition that the Lord will establish.



&
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have riuali great judgment upon the:arth and God's

estab1ishnnt of righteousness throughout. And oh 35 hefiôndrIu1 id1Ienni.

condition. wbjh, wii1 follow when the wilderness OW/ and the .11áy' place shall be~

glad for and the desert shall rejoice and blossos throse Thegoryf :

Lebanon given uo it. A lame man will leap like a hart , Ian th.phd gr.oun4 become a

pool No lion or any ravenous beast shall b thre. -

So you see how in ch 7-12 we have the Uipgcffai1ure).o their huncheme.

of lookln&to T1&lath P for help and for prØttiøn They, are going to geV into

terrible difficulty. God is ingto deliver t1i ott of them-, ~and 'He U, to

send His own Innnaniel, replaclng Ahaz. S

And n ch 28 - 35 the same situation de erJes the fall1n, trying-,'to get

T.P.'f) help, and use these human schemes to work. They should trust in the Lord.

But their human schemes are going to bring them into this t6tkTbU,`A;UUiation, but

rod is goingto deliver from Sennacherib, and that ready

to trust God will be replaced as Lebanon is mad 14. uitfej. and Ztiiitfi

field is made a forest.

Just_a_brief touch on Immanuel again becaufle jtt-ss is ii

rather than on the king, though hekitgs) ae tie4. $ the Nçj

Nation .
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They go on a draw all kinds of conclusions from it You can't see how they

come from these six words. Well they are not meant to-. The NT is not usually

s.t.d quoting words that prove the argument. They are referring to a passage

that describes it. They words they quote are a reference to a context and you
it

study tnln the OT context and you find that that is what is there given. And

the particular words may be words that present the thought of the passage in brief

form but they may not. They may just be a reference to the particular context.

And I think that solves a great many of the problems we have in NT quotations from

the OT when we realize that fact. It's referring to the context and where the NT

states this is proof, as Paul says God says this showing the turning to the Gentiles
going

Well it may be in those particular words. It may not. But it'szearfag to be in

the context, it's in the passage. And the Lord doesn't want us to take two or three

words out of Scripture and get his truth that way. Two or three words, two or three

verse may summarize a teaching exceléently in some cases, in other case they don't.

But it's the whole context, it's the Wprd of God as a whole. And when you take and see

how the different parts fit together you find in these passages 7 to 12 and in 28

35 many wonderful truths and wonderful statements far beyond anything we've had time

to look at today, but they are understandable as we see them in the light of these

basic principeles which I have pointed out to you.
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