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The Higher Critical Assault upa the Scriptures (4)

portion of the third, then more of the second, and so on in a complicated patch-

~ work arrangement. According to many critics the 1it9ra1y mosaic thus produced

included not cnly the books we know today as Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Nusbers,
and Deuteronomy but also the Book of Joshua.

Such is the theory that is held and propagated today in practically the same
form as when it was first presented, nearly ninety years ago. In the intervening
time no new facts have been discovered in its favor, and many of the theoretical
grounds on which it was originally advanced have been now almost cmapletel}
abandcned. Yet the theory continues to be presented as established history, and
is even being taught in the high schools of same of our states.

Since this is the éase, it is important for every churchgoer and every Bible

- student to know just what the facts are about this theory which has been variously
-~ called “the Source Theory," “the Multidocumentary Theory,” or “the Graf-Wellhausen

Theory."

Wanhmnen declared that the documents J, B, D, and P do not give us any true
lmowledge of the alleged time of the events described, but maig_ly present the’
beliefs of the times when the particular documents were written. On page 320 of
his book he said, "Abraham...is scmewhat difficult to interpret. This is not to
say that in such a connection as this we may regard him as a historical person; he
might with more likelihood be regarded as a free creation of unconscious art. He
is perhaps the youngest figure in the company, and it was probably at a
comparatively late period that he was put before his son Isaac."

Four. years after Wellhausen's book appeared he asked to be relieved of his
position as a professor in the theclogical department of the University of Greifs-
wald and trasferred to a position in the department of sncient languages in
another university. As the reason for this request he pointed to the fact that a
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