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forth are called blessed in contrast to those who In 14:11 are sald to suffer
etarusl Soraent, There is 0o midaie grow.

The verse in Reve 20:1-6 are wirlously inter reted, The Houay Bible interiret
the 1000 year relgn of the martyrs to beﬁm-ioﬂ of the Chmreh, “During whlch time the
sould of the martyrs and saints live and reign with Christ in hesven in the first
resurrection whleh is that of the soul and the life of glory; as the second resure
rection will be thst of the body st the dsy of gemeral jmdgment.” Conformably to ¢
Homan Catholic doctrine the believers who are not saints or martyrs sre presembly
in porgatory. Hotiece the wsmx verses mention a reign of bliss amd & bottomless pit, b
bat say nbthing about purgstory. Now while verse 4 spesks of the martyrs and of
those who refused to worship the beast as living sgain in the first resurrection,
verse b says the rest of the desd do 2ot live apgain wikk uontil the 1000 years are
finished., Could this meen tmat ordinary Christisns not saints or martyrs do not
take part in the first resuwrrection? But the Gamemty edition interprets the
"prest of the dead” inm verse 5 logioslly enocugh ae m “pinners who will not enjoy
any kind of resurrection until the end of time,” Vo have then aceording to the
Roman Catholie Bible note, some people, the saints cud merbtyrs, in heaven during
this Church Age. The rest of the dead are sinners awaiting the general judgnent.
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vorses have no room for such & pluce -aader these Powwn (atholic interpretations
that have been proposed for them. The fact is that the Bible not only never
mentions purgatory, but it tesches the contrury thut Christizns go to heaven at
death and tne rest of the dead go to torment.

The desting of men is re ularly divided by Christ into ouly two purts--life
and dexth. There are two rouds ie suys, "For wide is the gate and broad 1s the
way that leadeta to destruction and many there are who enter that wmys How narrow
the gate and clese the wey that leands te lifel 4nd fow there are who fiAd 1t.”
(uatt 7:13, 14, Confrat. ed.), Solemn words for all snd challenging verses for &
chareh that rests its claim to truth heavily upon its numbersl The contrust is as
elesr in Matt, L0:82,58 "Vnoscever therefore snall confess me bafore men, him will

I confess aulso before my sather which is iu hesven, Bubt whosoever saall deny me
him will T also deny vefore ny Father which is in heaven, "
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