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There follow brief messages for the seven churches in and nesy Iphesas. In the

first He promises “to him that overcometh will 1 give %o eat of the tree of life
which is in the midst of the paradise of God" (Reve 1:7}. This verse ls noteworthy
a8 it ie one of the two places where the word "paradise” is used ocutslde of Luke 27,427
discussed above, Obvicmsly 6 paradlse thus deseribved is & place of heavenly bliss.

in the cther use of "paradise” im 2 Core 12:2.4 1% is obvicusly hesven und the
Confraternity editiom footnote says, "the thlrd leavon:l.e. paradise, the ahode of

the blessed.” Bev, 1:7 promises to uinm thet overcometh & pluce in heaven Just a8 ?
in the six following wessages there 1s promised to the overcomer 1) that he sinll not
be aurt of the second death, 2} that he simll esut of the hldden manns and recelve

2 new name, 3) %0 rule the nstions with & rod of iron, 4] to be clothed in white
raiment snd his name not be blokted cat of the bock of Life, 5] to have written wuon
nlm the name of my God, and &) %o sit with Christ in His thromne. Clearly tec be in
paradise in soch heavenly compeny is the prerogative of every msn who is saved,

whose nome is written in God%s book of life,

In the next section, clapter g-?lam is shown through & +indow in heaven m
throne of God 2nd those wio surround it. These include angels, the twenty-four
elders, »nd 5 vast number of the redeemed. rimelly all the creatures in hesaven,
on earth, ender the euirth, sud in the soa jJoin in proise to Christ, It is true
that in 6:9 some souls wre veen lenging for God to finish lis work of judgnent. But
these are souls in heaven not purgatory. | mzn an innwserable moltitude of the
redeened is scen a8 surrculding the thwecne of God in 7:9. They too are ia heaven.
Ko pmpgatory is I the pleture.

In the next section, chipters 5.11, we are given o picture of demonie hordos
issuing from the abyss (9:1) and attac¥ing wen on earth., Thelr king is the angel
of the bottenmiess plt (9:11). The two witnesses who testify ageinat these evil
forces are taken up t0 heaven (11:12). Agaln ir (he whole revalation there is no
jnkling of purgetory, & Shird lace of the dspurted,

ohe next feow chipters do not have neny roferences which concern noe In 1451
the followerxs of the Laub In heaven ure occntruested with those who in 15:16 are sald to

bear the "mark of the beast” on earti. In 14:1F the dead who die in the Lord hence.
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