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and sorrow at death. They describe the enthrone
.....

mont of rulers nd the shouts of rictoiy after

deliverance in battle. These parts of the T'ib1e

have many analogies in other literature. Such

analogies can rarely he found for the propheti

cal books. Therefore interpret,-tion of prophecy,

to be dependable, requires very special

preparation.

2. Prophecy Not Necessarily Prediction.

In line with the present common use of the word

prophecy, there are those who consider all pro

phecy as siiply prediction, and this brings con

fusion into the understanding of the prophets.

In reaction against this approach other writers

have attempted to reduce the element of predic

tion almost to nothing. Both errors should be

carefully avoided. Prediction has so important

a place in prophecy thc.t its part will he speci

fically discussed under C helow, yet it should

be remembered that there is far more to prophecy'

than r.ierely prediction, and that iany important

prophecies include little or no prediction.

3. Importance of the Historical Back

ground. In the last few decades much attention

has been directed by students of ancient writ-
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