
There is also the matter of phenomenal language, We do not believe

that the sun goes down and up but that the earth turns; yet no one has any

difficulty in understanding what we mean when we speak of sunset and

sunrise.

Through the ages it has been the belief of the Christian church that

the statements of the 0114e, if correctly and carefully interpreted, will not

contradict any aspect of God's creation or of God's universe1 Sometimes

the incompleteness of our knowledge of some phase of science or history

may cause u to think that a statement in the bible is wrong, A little

later, when our knowledge has moved 1oward, we are enabled to see dearly

that the ibUcal statement revealed a knowledge on the part of the Divine

Author beyond what was known to men, The Bible is never *t of date, but

it is often ahead of date.

This is well illustrated in the divine promise to Abraham regarding the

stars.




Today most people know very little about the stars. A century ago

the appearance of a comet in the sky would be immediately noticed and would

read in the newspapers, or hear

on the radio.

The reason for this, of course, is the tremendous increase in the lighting

of our streets. During the last fifty years artificial light has become so strong

and so extensive in most of our populated areas that very few people ever
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