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The last seven years have witnessed an unusual series of

disooverios in Palestine. In the entire history of Archeology

there have never boon more thrilling dove 1ppmer-t than those

vh1h followed the original discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls.

L t7-,q of 1947 an Arab shepherd happened upon

cave in the ri onos or Judaoa, a little vest of the north end

of the Dead oa. In this cave he found some ancient clay jars,

which contained inscribed scrolls vrapped in IIien cloth. lie toot

those serolls to Jerusalem and tried to sell them. some were

purchased by the Hebrew University, vhtle others came into the

hands of the Archbishop of the Syrian. Church In

In Feirary, 19k8, a representative of the Syrian Archbishop

vent to the American School of Oriental Research t ask if its

members cmid Identify some old Eebrew scrolls which, the mnes

aenger said, had been found uncatalogued in the library of the

Syrian 4onestery, When the scrolls were examined, It, was

dis-covered,tt ne of them contained a practically complete text of

the book of Isaiah. Its type of writing suggested that it pame

from the time of Christ.. or even a little before.

This was rather hard to believe, since our earliest dzted

nanusoript of any portion of the Old Testament In [ebrew cae from

the tenth centLry A. D., and thei-'e was little reason to onder

any of our existing Old Testament manuscripts) aside from one imall

piece of papyrus, had been written earlier than the ninth Oont

A. I). The possibility that a Biblical manuscript had been rouPk

which was almost a thousand years earlier, was truly exciting.
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