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These assertions rest upon the fact that the Qumran sect seems to have

held in high esteem an individual whom they called the Teacher of Righteousness."

It is reasonable to think that he must have been a man of ability and energy,

whose ideas found oression in the organization and continuance of the- Qumran

sect, But nowhere do we find an orderly account of his life and achievements.

His name is never given, nor is there any clear indication of the time at which

he lived. Many attempts have been made to identify him with some person

known from other sources, but none of these can be proven. Guesses as to

his identity range over a period of two centuries. it has even been suggested

that "the Teacher of Righteousness" represents a succession of men at the head

of the sect rather than a particular individual who founded it.

Dupont-Sommer declares that "the Galilean teacher, as he is presented

to us in the New Testament writings, appears in many respects as an astonishing

reincarnation of the Teacher of Righteousness " This is a tremendous statement,

but what are the facts?

In all the QUIflrarL material that has yet been discovered and published,

there is nowhere any statement that the Teacher of Righteousness was God, or that

he claimed to be God, or that anyone else ever thought him to be God. There is

no statement that he was born in any different way than other mortals. There is

no reference to his having been tempted by the devil. He made his followers

take very strict ascetic vows, quite contrary to all that we find in the life of

Jesus or in the attitude of the early church. There is no statement in the Qumran

literature that he ever performed miracles of healing, and certainly no suggestion

that he ever raised anyone from the dead. There is no evidence that he ever

thought himself to be the Messiah. The Quznan sect seems to have eocted

that ultimately two Messiahs would come, a priestly Messiah and a kingly
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