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enabled them to make a lightning attack and to conquer a large section of Egypt.

These Hyksos: (aometimes called Shepherdnkinga). helcl much of the land in

aubjection for over a century. Eventually they were driven out, Instéad of pub»

ting up monuments to calebrate E1:h_ei.r; dguverqnqa, the ____F_,gyptiaps_- p:efe_rrggi [._to for-

get that they. had ever been under foreign control, ﬁg;’ai_lg., of thge,.Hyksqs invagion are
known to us principally from later incldental references, and also from statements
in the tomb_S'of,l_s_qme_ of the nobles about the part they themselves had played in

the dgiving out of the Hyksos, |

5 ‘The. Empire. _ _ o _

The period of the New Mngdom, also called the Empira, followed the
expulsion of the Hyksos. This period begins at -_abc;u; 1570 B.C., wi;th:_th;e 18th.
dyr;&_éty:.- _ Thege'kingm like';:_hpse of; the Middle Kingtion;,_ woz__'s__bippgpl the god
Amun, wt_}om ._tha_y considered to hé-_ identical with the earlier sun=god Re, and
therefore often referred to as Amun<Re, a.-multi_tude;_-ef pther'gods_- were a_I_so- worshipped
in E_gypt, but ,th_e.. priaats. of Amun-_-Ré became 80 1mpqt;§nt _tha_t -_ev_ént‘uﬁlly a very
large proportion of the land of Egypt came to be the pro;iérty of the temples of the
god Amun, The _la_th dynasty includes a serles of great rulers, a number of whom

went by one of the two names: Thutmose, or Amenhotep, ~This was a time of

Egyptian military prowess, and of the erection of great monuments and temples.

‘The history of religion finds special interest in the so-called heretic king,

Akhenaton (also called Amenhotep IV), who reigned from about 1370 to 1353 B.C.,
In sharp-cantrast with his .predacassors,- he was a real 'monotheist worslu.pping
only the materlal disk of the sun. He tried to do away with the anc.tent Egyptian
polytheism, and deairad to buﬂd a new capital city where only Aton should ever
have'bean worshipped. Therefore he moved his oapital to & new place, later

called Bl Amarna, While preoccupied with religious and philosophical matters he
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