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an orderly plan of creation. Careful examination of the of Enuma Elish and Genesis 1 have little in common. In

Babylonian epic and of the story in Genesis 1 really shows recent years Akkadian scholars have veered increasingly
very few points of similarity. away from the idea that there is any actual contact be

It is true that each of them tells about the creation of
University of Chicago, in his book entitled, They Wrote onthe sky and of the earth, of the moon and stars, and of
Clay, published in 1938, says on page 119:

mankind.24 At first sight this looks like a formidable list
of similarities. A little reflection, however, leads one to "To start from the beginning, let us take the creation story in the
ask the question: "What sort of creation story could be first chapter of the Bible. In almost every book dealing with the
written that would not contain these elements?" Anyone subject, this story is immediately compared with the Assyrian creation narrative, and deductions are made. A considerable amount ofwho set out to make a stoiy of the creation of the uni- erudition and ingenuity is generally expended on the work, and
verse would inevitably include most of these matters. finally the responses will come in more or less these words: 'The

similarities found are not sufficient to suggest either direct borrowingAll that their presence really indicates, is that there is or direct relationship.'"a more or less complete creation story contained in Enuma
Elish, and that an account of creation is given in Genesis 1. On page 122 the author continues, "It is useless to hope
To show that there was an actual relationship between to get results by comparing a page from a book of philoso
the two stories we would need similarity of special details phy with a drama born out of the passions and emotions
such as would not be included in the general concept of of daily life. . . . But, by all means, let us stop wasting
a creation story. time in endeavoring to compare narratives which do not
To put the idea a bit more clearly, a story of war in admit of comparison, and let us begin our research from

China would, be quite sure to involve hurling of missiles, another angle."
pain and death caused to human beings, bitterness and This is by no means to suggest that Chiera's book
hatred raised on both sides of the conflict. A story of war abandons the idea of derivation of Biblical doctrines and
between Rome and Carthage would be certain to contain incidents from Babylonian sources, but simply to point
these same elements. One might find many additional out that in regard to one outstanding instance which has
similarities between almost any two stories of war, but been presented in book after book as beyond all doubt,
this would by no means prove that the two stories are Chiera flatly rejects the whole idea of relationship between
related or derived one from the other. The actual details Genesis 1 and Enuma Elish.
241t is often assumed that Enuma Elish also presents the creation of plants and During the past half century Babylonian, Egyptian,of animals. While other Mesopotamian stories do contain such accounts, Canaanite or other origins have been suggested for hunthe parts of Enuma Elish which are as yet available to scholars do not

contain any account of creation of vegetables, of animals, birds, reptiles, dreds of Biblical ideas and stories. It would be interest
in

Although it is not impossible that these events might be included
in the portions of the epic that have not yet been recovered, it is far ing to look at many typical examples, and to note the
from certain that this is the case. Also Enuma Elish does not, like Genesis varying evidence. In the story of creatidn contained in1, describe the creation of the sun. It considers its outstanding deity to
be the sun-god and designates him as such. This whole matter is treat, Genesis 1, as we have shown, practically every element in
and a translation of Enuma Elish given, in Heidel, The Babylonian GenCSSS, comn0 with the Babylonian account is one which wouldUniversity of Chicago Press, 1942 . ..............................................................................................................................................................
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