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of the incident as a case of special corroboration becomes ful consideration of facts and evidence, not by superficial
highly doubtful, conclusions or by substitution of name-calling for patient
There remains, however, the possibility that it is a case research.

partly made with straw and partly without are actually
answerable. The cause of Christianity advances by care

of general corroboration, giving evidence that such mci- On the other hand, one must not be too hasty about
dents occurred in Egypt as Exodus 5 describes, though leav- deciding that Professor Feet's conclusions on this particular
ing the particularly instance without any specific evidence point are right. Jesus Christ rested weighty matters upon
bearing upon it. Even this was strongly questioned by the quotations from the books of Moses, and always referred
late Professor T. Eric Feet of Liverpool University, who to them as authoritative and true. If His attitude was wrong,
commented on Mr. Stuart's statement as follows: "It is al- then all belief in His deity must be given up, and the very
most inconceivable that any traveller in Egypt should make foundation of Christianity discarded.
this statement with regard to the use of straw in bricks, The attitude of the one who truly believes in Christ as
for though straw has been used both in ancient and modern Saviour and Lord must be one of suspended judgment on
times, its use is somewhat rare, more particularly in ancient the particular point involved, while seeking for more evi
times. What is more, the writer of this passage in the deuce. If there is no question of error in copying or trans
narrative is certainly under some strange delusion as to lation of the documents, two considerations still remain:
the function of the straw when used. Its purpose is to bind first, that Christians may have been in error in their inter
the mud more tightly together, though as a matter of pretation of the meaning of the Biblical statement, and
fact the Nile mud coheres so well of itself that no binding

second, that further scientific evidence may come to light,
material is really necessary. Consequently the refusal of either from archaeology, or from some other source. In
the task-masters to provide the Israelites with straw would this particular matter the writer was unable to answer
not in the slightest degree increase the difficulty of their Professor Feet's allegations. Consequently, he suspended
labours. As a piece of local colour the whole incident is judgment until 1946, feeling confident that when all the

unsatisfactory, and goes to prove the writer's ignorance of evidence was in, it would. show that Cod's Word was de

Egyptian customs rather than his close acquaintance with pendable.
them, as is so often averred." Strangely, the answer to the problem has come from
When a noted Egyptologist thus believes the Biblical modern chemistry. Dr. Irving A. Cowperthwaite, a Boston

statements to be out of touch with reality, what is the cor- industrial engineer, formerly a member of the department
rect attitude to take? Certainly the proper response is not of chemistry at Columbia University, gave a paper at the
one of two extremes. One should not proceed to vilify him

1946 meeting of the American Scientific Affiliation, which
or to question his motives. That is between him and God, called attention to the probable solution to the difficulty.
who alone knows the inner motives and thoughts. An argu-

Edward C. Acheson, noted American chemist and inventor
ment should not be constructed from motives except when early in this century, after his invention of "Carborundum,"
the evidence for such a conclusion is complete and un- and his discovery that graphite could be produced artifi-

1T. E. Peet, Euivt and the Old Testament, (Liverpool: 1924), p. . cially, became interested in the fact that American clays
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