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To. every Iuman being there comes ‘tha_aad—-eeeam when he stands beside
the coffin of one of-those-whe—are—mosé-dear to him and knows that the body
before him will never again speak and respond to his affection. It is a
terrible moment, particularly for those who do not know the Word of God.
ﬁér_lm.t._.,

joys and sorrows, all hopes and fears) end in darkness and silenc?) if
human knowledge is the only plece where we can ek an answer to the problem
of death.

)Q\The Bible, however, being ﬁo_qd.'__s_ Word, gives us truth that we could not
possi‘b].y gain in any a;r tells us that-wha‘b—aeemm

/MA
death}\‘the—end-of- the functioning ofﬁtha fm.man 4y p-is—merely—a-cossation

. It is,similar to the experience of sleep
L lgnus A :
which we ha%e so -mﬂms in the course of our lives. It is 4 & change
in a mode of existence. To the wicked it means a change from a life of mingled

unalloyed /{0/1/ W

joy d sorrow; to an experience of puse torment. To the righteous, it means

on in which/{.‘}oy is mixed with the misery %"thia life W

t 1s a change of situation., “I-ie=similer—
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» It is not death or cessation.
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0f course, death is not like sleep in the sense that it 4T mdoing—ewaye———
/"'/.
_ytfh consciousness. A er o 3
conscivus—when—they—are..asleep, -All-sorts—ei—dreams—ami Tantastes rIIt through—
stheir-minds.. _Qur sleep is-enly-a _comparatiwe-cessativm ol cvonscivusness.—In-
~the intermediate_state the departed have-lost-meny—of—tireHEans—of FoqTTing. .
7,
([ knowledge-for-their-senses—which they-heveIT6Te -but-doubtlesy Teceive new—

acquislitiond, 1V

~—normal way, It is like sleep in that it is an intermediate mode of existence.

It is 1like sleep in that there is to be an awakening from it, an awekening

jnto even greater joy at the resurrection of the dead.
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