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Not Dead but

Th. every human being there comes ihezad pooaa-tpa when he stands beside

the coffin of one -0 i2ose-whe--ftremeb-dear to him and. knows that the body

before him will never again speak and. respond. to his affection. It is a

terrible moment, particularly for those who do not know the Word of God..

-at1phy nt 'e

thb-d4,5 th All the clever plans and schemes of life, all

joys and sorrows, all 4hopes and fear end in darkness and. silence if

human knowledge is the only place where we can ek an answer to the problem

of death.

The Bible, however, being God's Word, gives us truth that we could not

possibly gain in any pthprayaGo4. tells us that-what see
-(p-v-d 4i ct!J,

death, te-e4-ef- the functioning of the human
body, merely a oesaton

o-eo4eea._41-wor. It is similar to the experience of sleep
a

which 'e so-moiir--4as in the course of our lives. It is 4'r"à change

in a mode of existence. To the wicked it means a change from a life of mingled
unalloyed. 1/4

joy aiid sorrow: to an experience of torment. To the righteous, it means
CJt,wt

a situati n ii whichrjoy is mixed with the misery o this life c(4it(J

t s a cháng of situation. -i&-stmilar'-

It is not death or cessation.

Of course, death is not like sleep in the sense that ft-s&1ng aw .......

4h consciousness. 1mer of Iac'tr--ery La earee-rrtrxeIy

Our -sleep
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thø i terrnedi ates 4epaten_hae--b

11:1,0-1 PA -If* a-1: 1,115re -bu-t~~~IqErfe-ce-i-ve n0g-~

aqquisitions. it

-emal..cay.It is like sleep in that it is an intermediate mode of existence.

It is like sleep in that there is to be an awakening from it, an awakening

into even greater joy at the resurrection of the dead*
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