
les,5

the documents were dated in accordance with the #~~that

Israel's religion had developed from a primitive to an

advanced state. Welihausen' s unusually readable GeFma,x1 style
" . Ie'efc-7e j

helped give the book a wide circulation, and the evolu ionary

of reJig4n he.presentpd. f
4 6

9und read1 ace1eance in a
1' 'f(e Vtii'c 4f1iT 1 7k /t7't t1t17'Loe3i/

tine wIien .Dawin an heJ. hai sieh fluen&e. . '7

-.--In Germany Welihausen's presentation of the theory

almost immediately ,,gained. the support of the younger scholars.

The older men in Old Testament criticism did not rush to

endorse the view, but men do not live, forever, the. theory

gained almost complete acceptance within a generation.
1h j"pP

-n the. English-speaking 'countries, Wallhem en

spread more slowly among thesohoiarc but inôre-.rapidly among

laymen. Thic seems to have been thecace because the majo

proponents of the theory, wt1ng in English were Samuel Rr.//e$

Dr1ve and WA.l,liam Robertsqp Smith, both-p-1eus men w1 bc

meO £nva14 ap reaeh to the NGw T-stament than the

oontinenta1eount-erparts. Driver's Introduction tb the

Literature of the Old Testament which appeared n 1891, has

been ... standard work on the/documentary -coy in English-' .......................................................................................................
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7 .;Recent Developments

,Since the time çf there have been few changes

in the/documentary 1hebry which have gained wide acceptance.

0a-Ameeptiern Was jn~xojgqd --r."ative dating ef 9 and j.n the

Opi4on has favor J as -theear.I
I

However, many of the outstanding scholars in Pentateuclf'studies

have advanced views which differ on the number of documents
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