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only possible throu constant study and mv toticin of the
Word of God.

We read in all three of the synoptic gospels how Satan trtcd
to mislead even our Lord Jesus Christ. We read of. the temptation
he brought to Christ and we can find parallels to all of thom to
tamptat±on which we have on a much lower smaller scale
depending on our smallness in comparrison with His greatness.
Yet a very real and true 'xpert¬nce in our lVC3. But w find
that in every one of them Jesus answered by saying, it i written;
the Word of God says. In od' Word we find Lh answer to ij
the problems of life. In God's Word we come. to understand what
the will of God izo

Through Go' Word we z.orv La know how ¬ffectIe1 t r-sist
the devil, following the example of our Lord Jesus ChrIst,

But then there is a final note that is important for us to know
in this cnnectior. cdod ai.Ls us to tit the dv I .th all, '-ur
micht. Ho wants us to resist the devil in the power that Jesus Christ
won for us at Calvary. H went u. to resist the devil not in our
own strength, but in God's strength. Yet He wants us to recognize
that H will not aways soeminy çet he victor;. wants us to
realize that no matter how effectively and successfully we resist
the devil there may be cases. when things ii' l turn out very
differently from what we expect or desire.

The book of Job makes this very clear, Job was a man whowas
close to the heart of Cod. Yet Job had been sufferinj.veytMng
seemed to qo wrong. His life seemed to be an utter failure, We
are permitted t t1he of the boo) of J: toge. .mpse
Into the heavenly councils and to see it was Satan's effort that
Go was using for Hi own prpese that wa nvolv L, It
is never explained-to Job in the book* But Job stands true to the
Lord and in the end the Lord marvellously blesses Job.

But lonq in the course of it ti, Job us couiot understand
how things could be going this way " No matter how strongly we resist
the devil, in conditiois in our country, in world coolittons, ti
conditions in any particular denomination or school or situation
w in which we find our've3. No matLer how strarly ad -:1-early
we resist the devllin the power of God, there may be times 'when
thirg will co in a way that se.iia to us to ;o in a way that
seems to be utterly contrary to anything we could wish or expect.
When that happens we can realize that God has a great plan. And
that even the devil is part of that plant And that in the end when
we sopmto make a, failure this way, w can 'now that God has a
purpose He is working out.

Go keeps us here in this world, I believe, when we are
Christ5ns- for two purposes. lie ke¬pa us here in di order to
develop us into the kin.d of people 1e wants us to be. We
through a process oi- sanciricaLon all thiouçh our lives, if we
keen our eyes on Christ. And many ;hings come into that, and God
has his purpose for us which may b cor imporLat-t thai. "he
ticular situation we find ourselves in.
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