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UNDERSTANDING WHAT THE WILL OF THE LORD IS #’3‘é
A AO0AT TTH2WO LITY

I remember when I was in semlnary heéring the President saylng,
One of the worst,things that.can, happen to, a!m;ulstep is for him
to have a wife who keéps séying Poor Henry he''s' nét’ understood;
these people don't understand, they dbh t appreciate him." And she
keeps talking that way, instead of encouraglng him to improve and
to devotehimself to the service of others insteadof worrying too
much about whether the people appreciate him ornot. We all have a
longx ways to go toiibertruly God's jewels: Even Paul += it yis 1247119
amazing when you think of it, that a man like Paul who was as perfect
an: example as you could; pessibly thinkrof, in Phils 3:10 he tells
-of; his longingsi, That, I.may know:-Him and the power of;his resurrection
and the fellowship of his suffering,: being made conformable unto His
death."

You say, Oh, my if there's anybody who ever really knew these
things_ that: anybody of whom this was ever true in his, 1ife1 lt is
the Apostle Paul. But in the next verse he ‘says, If by any means
I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. Even Paul hlmself
felt that he must say to himself, Awake thou that sleepest and °
rise from the dead and Christ' shall give thee light. "If by any
means I might attain . . . not as thought I had already attalned
said Paul, either were already perfect but I follow'after”that I’
may apﬁfehend that for which I also am apprehended in Christ Jeus.
Brethren I count not myself to have apprehended, but this one thing
I do, forgettingithose things which are behind’ and ‘reaching forth
to those thlngs dgg are ahead, P press toward the pxizse mark

'for the pf1ze a e high calllng of “God 'in- Jesus Chrlst..- 2 £

So if we truiy are understandlng the will '6f the' Lord and not
unwise, we will be pre551ng forward to the goal that God 'has’ set
before us, and pre551ng forward to have the Holy Splrit develop
the fruits of the Spirlt in our 1lives, and" develop such that- the
timé may come” ‘when ‘God can truly call us his jewels, not jFu&k-
merély potentially as to what he is going 'to develop us to be,
but as that into which He has developed us. And we have a part
in that. We are to work for and strive for these goals. We are to
seek to be developed into the image of Christ.

It is very important that we learn to be His jewels, that we
learnto be longusffering, that we learn to be rejoicing in every-
thing He sends -into our livess Noew things will go-wrong in the
lives of every one of us. We will have troubles, dlscouragements )
disappointments from time to time. When we do,’ when’ something ‘goes -
wrong we should immediately stop and think, did this go wrong because
I committed a. sin2 If it did confess ydhr“sih and "look - to Géd to for-
give you, But that's not the explanation for all mumx of our troubles
by any means. Of course every propé&em. inc the world gdes:sback to sin
eventually beaause (2) But a particular thing may come into
your life because of:some particular: sin and’'Ged may send:-it in order
to call your attention to that sin. That is important, but that is
not true by any means of all the difficulties and troubles we face.

Now somethlng may go wrong in our lives because of a mlstake,
we've made a' ‘mistaké, pé've simply done a thing the wfong way. ‘We
have not followed through the proper procesSses Or 'soMethHing.wWell
God wants things to work that sax way so that we will learn from our
mistakes and will learn how to improve, So when something goes wrong
we should question, Is this due to sin on my part? Is it due to
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