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Far different was the attitude taken by the British scholars who
introduced his views into Great Britain while declaring their ownipar—
sonal loyalty te the New Testament and to the supernatural teachings of
Scripture and thus gaining a hearing for the Wellhassen theory that the
Christian people of Britain and America might otherwise have refused to
give it. Three facts about the Wellhausen theory deserve our specizl
attention.

1) The theory leaves no room for divine revelation. Wellhauéen
claimed that by rearranging the materials in the Pentateuch he coﬁld
show how the religion of Israel had developed from vagy ptimitivagideas
into more abstract beliefs and how simple acte of worship had beeq
changed into a highly involved system of ritual. |

2) Wellhausen explicitly declared that we can learn nothing érom
the Pentateuch about the history of the times of the Patriarchs, but only
about ideas, customs and rituals that came into being many centuries later.
He said: '"Certainly there is here no possibility of gaining histﬁrical
knowladge of the paﬁriarchs, but only of the time when the storie& about
them arose among the Israelite people; the inner and outer features of
this later age are here unintentionally projected into remote antiquity...
Abraham is certainly not the name of a peocple, as are Iszac and th; he
is in any casz rather indistinct; of course he 1s not to be conaiéered as
a historical person; he might rather be thought of as a free creation of
unconscious art. He was probably the youngest figure @n this group and

was not put before his son Isaac until & comperatively late pariod.“
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