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Evidences #11

Well, that's the story we read, and up until a few years ago it seemed like a
pretty good presentation/ of a great historical event. But then we began to
discover documents from Babylonia, and in these documents we found that the last
king of Babylon was not called Belshazzar; he was called Nabonidus. And he wasn't
killed the night that Babylon was taken. He was gllowed to live on for a few years,
and given a pension, and spent the rest of his 1ife studying archaeology. And so
that doesn't quite fit, does it? In fact we didn't find the name of Belsazzar in
any of those tablfets., And that just exactly fit with the idea that this was
written 400 years, when they'd forgoften all aboqt Belsazzar. But you know not
everybody was willing to acrept that. There was-an- Englishman named Professor
Pinches (sp?) working in twe -British-Huseum_who said "I have found that when an
error seems to hawe beéﬁ found in the Bible it Just means we don't have enough
facts, You get tne reamlnlng facts and usually 1t is explained and you see the
Bible wasn't(in error)" He—sald - "1 want to get all tne-evidence, not just what
we have now." And so ha went into the p&ace Where they had the tablets in tne
British Museum. Now 1n anc1ent Baﬁylon the bu31ne55 was all written up mnxiag
on clay tabiets. And these little clay tablels, about the size of a cake of
Ivory soap, have very sma'l writing bn theﬁ madéTWitﬁ 5;§tylﬁs that presses in,
-akes a wedge-shaped mark, so the&’céll.it euei.éwneiform ﬁriting. And we have
hundreds of thousandd of those, that have been:dug up .in the very cities of
RBabylonia, A& few of tnem are llterary texts: legends, myths, some nistorical
documents; those have been copled and studled ‘ﬁnd in those we found Nabonidus
told abont; we found no-hame Belsazzar, But thrusands of them are business
docnments, and those they left until later, when they (had) read the historical
texts, and so on. And then gradua7lf We ;ré gétting ihﬁn taese business
documents, some of which a:e. just long lisis, and things, but many of which
prove tn be very 1nterest1ng. And S0 Profassor Plncny (sp?) sald "I'm going
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to go 1nto the Brltish Musaum and fznd ﬁf_gf toblet I can that vs dated in the

'raign;onNabonidus; and see whether I can find out anything about this Belsazzar."”
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