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‘felt Woe is me if I let anything else take the place of serving Christ.

: But then he thought of his wicked life and he thought How could Jesus use

-one whose lived a life such as I-have?ﬁThen he thought,'How'could Jesus

use anyone? We are all sinners. It is His wonderful love that has shown

‘itself. Perhaps He can use even me. So he reszgned hlS posztlon and spent

sohe months meditating on Chrlst and what Chr1st had done and thlnklng how

fhe.could serve Christ. As he dld so he thought about the crusades. He thought

~about the Moslems, the attempt to drxve them back by force. He felt 15 that 1

.\the right way? ThHat is ‘not the way Jesus and His disciples did." “God loves_

- the souls of these pesple. Should we not try to reach these weat: souls for |

_Chiist. Should we not try to” get” the mesSage of Christianity to -them? But

_he said, I have noprepaFation for this: He hud an-ordinary education. He

~ could write and ‘redd ‘Latin well. He was-able ‘to“write good poetry in his

native language, but le had fio' knowledge How to Teach the Mosléms. But he -

fe1t a burden to reach the Moslems ‘for Christ. But he said, How can I reach

the Moslems?—I“cannot t even talk Arabir: I'can't even Yead Arabic: By this

' time it was known what he was determined to do, to make his 1ife count for

: Chr1st He said, If 1 ask a Moslem to teach me: Arablc, he sa1d No one Wlll

_do 1t. They will feel they are helplng the 1nf1dels. T cannot p0351b1y get

_-a Moslem to get me to learn Arabic. There was no place in Europe at that t1me

where you could learn Arab1c. So ke went and purchased a slave, a MDOTISh

' slave, and for 9 years he worked W1th thls ‘88 slave, struggllng to know the

i

'Arablc language untll he got so he coold epeak Arablc 11ke a native N.

' Afrlcan. Unt11 he understood 1t throoughly. He stud1ed the Koran, studledh--

ST o ol SR
how to understand.the vlew of-the Moslem.;Durlng all thls t1me he was “also

studyang about how to present Chr15t1an1ty. As we read h1s wr1t1ngs it is

L7am321ng to see how he d1ffered from the outlook of hlS day. we do not fznddp_

1 eV1dence of his-trying to oppose the crusades, try1ng to make 1ssues over-3

_,.. 1

ev1dence of hls g01ng °“t to flght agaIHSt the ecc1e51ast1ca1 leaders,-f'"
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