http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm

~ 13 < Chapel 3/15/73 /.5

submitted to all that he had to go through herec as a means that was ﬁﬁ necessary that
He should share fully in our cxperience, and that He should fully represent us in
saving us fron that punishment that we so richly deserve. God had a great pprpose.

a2 necwssary purpose in the sufferings of Christ. God docs not want us when we throuch
our mistakes. through our crrors. through our carclessness causc -- bring suffering
upon ourselves to say. Isn't this wonderful? No He wants us to avoid mzking mistales,

but when it comes in spite of these, when we push forward to scrve Him we find ourselves

in suffering. then we find ourselves perhaps spit upon; perhaps looked down upon for

our faith. Then we find suffering that we have to undsrgzo, He wants us to praise God
for giving us an opportunity to realize something of what Jesus's sufferings meant. God
has a purposc in any suffecring that comes to us. God has a purpose in eny cxperience

we have to go through and these arc necessary if He is going to mold us into the type

of character that he wants us to be. If he is to fit us for the kind of service He wants
us to render. If He wants -- if he is going tomszlke us such as He desires to have have
fellowship with Him all through eternity. He sends expcriences into our lives, and when
these expericnces come not tarough our carelessness; not through our foolishness; not

neglect .

through our regles, but throurh situations we cant't help, He wants us to rejoice in learning

to lmow something of the fellowshipof His suffering -- a vory importent part in our coring
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to 'now Him, to know Jod. the only true God and Jesus Christ whom God has sent. "That I wey
Ynow the fellowshipn of His suffering ." Paul goes even further - "being made conformnable

unto His dezth.® 7o 211 inherit the £leshly naturc. YWe all inherit the sinful natwre, e
o

to live to Christ. He wants us to be able to say. I have been crucified with Christ,
nevertheless I live, yet not I. but Christ liveth in me." He wadm- wants us to be made
conformzble unto His death. /nd if we arc through it we come to know Him in a way we

cannot possibly do through hearing some words, by recaaing some statements. by gaining the
knowledge of a few facts. Knowledge is wonderful. but O how much knowledge there is in

the world that scems to be of little value. How YI/ easy it is for those of us who have a
intellectual type of mind to Just enjoy getting this knowledge. enjoy getting that knowledge

enjoy getting the other knowledge. I said a couple of years ago. If the Lord would give me
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