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L/17/73 -6- Divine Relatiens

referred to semebhing quite different. He referred te all these whe are cennected with
Him by faith. They were te be His church. And therefore we have a great many Bible
Presbyterians whe are a part eof His church but I am sure there are seme whe are net. We
Rave a great many Baptists and agreat many Methedists and agreat many Cengregatienalists
who are part ef His church, but I knew there are some of all these greups whe are net.
And I am sure that there are Reman Cathelics whe may net understand the map very well,
whe may never have studied the map much ))g/ that their church puts eut, but whe hear
the Woerd in the service abeut Christ having died fer their sin, and whe put their trust
in Him and are truly saved and are truly part eof Jesus Christ's church. "Upen this reck
I will build my church and the gates of hell shall net prevail against it." He there
referred te an erganism, net an erganizatien. Te anerganism which is made up of all

of these whe are united with Christ through faith. This truth is particularly breught
out in Eph. Li -- perhaps inthe whele beek eof E hesians -- but particularly in Eph. L.

In the beek of Acts we find many uses of the werd church in the plural. Churches is used
in Acts and in ethers parts of the NT te refer te lecal greups of prefessing Christians.
But the werd "church" is used in Mat. and partticularly in Eph. and elsewhere in Paul's
epistles te represent the entire bedy ef these whe believe in Christ.

New the church then has a very clese and intimate relation with Christ. The church
is speken of as the Bedy ef Christ. In Eph. 5, after Paul has speken abeut the relatiens
of husbands and wives, he says, This is a great mystery but I speak cencerning Christ
and the church. In 2 Cer. 11:12 Paul says, Fer I am jealeus ever yesu with agedly jealeusy
for I have espeused you te ene husband that I A/ may present you as a chaste virgin
te Carist." New these twe are the enly references that I have feund, aside from the
Beok of Revelatien, te the church as the bride ofChrist, unless we £ take the inference
perhaps in Mat. 25 where it speaks abeut the wedding feast. But in Rev. this truth is
perhaps breught out mere strengly, in Rev. 21:2 where I Jokn saw the hely city, new
Jerusalem, ceming dewn frem Ged eut of heaven prepared as a pride fer her husband.

This erganism, this greup ef all these whe have truly been related te Christ threugh the

ages. this is the Bride of Christ. But this term the Bride of Christ isnet used nearly

as much about the church, as the term the Bedy of Christ. This isused censiderably mere.
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