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August 9 . Friday

THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES
Bible Reading: John 15:1~14
1 am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. Johm 15:5.

There is no one living who takes all of the Bible literally. This would de
absolutely impossidble. When Jesus sald, "I am the vina, you are the branches,™ no
ona with any sense would think that He meant that ¥e was a bit of wvegetation.
Everyonea recognizes that He s giving a beautiful figure, comparing Mimself to &
wvine and Eis followvers to the branches. Just as tha hranches reczive thelr
sustenance from the vine, His followers are to receive their spiritual muri.shét
through constant commmnion with Him. )

As you look at the vine, you may see the beautiful branches and the splendid,
lucious grapes growing on them, You would think that these branches are all that
satter, Cut them off, though, and lay them on the pround and within two or three
days th.y are dry and dead. Only as they mzn in the vine are they sble to
produce fruit. A

ﬁ a Christian forgets his relationship i:a._thn. Lord Jaaus___(!hrist and thinks of
himself as an entiey that has self-existence and. lﬁmt -48 wnrth somathing in
itself, he soon finde that he 1s absolutely noth!.ng‘. o

.h the 1life of the Lord Jesus Christ flows throush a Seiievér, ¥e em produce
most wonderful fruit. Jesus Christ, through a Christian who 1s ytelded to Him,
can produce the external fruft of leading souls into Bie kinesdom, He extends His
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He also producas in the Christian
whe is thus yielded the beautiful internal fruit, the fruit of the Spirit: love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, ete. All this can come 1f we abide in Wim: without Him
we can do nothing.

--Prof., A. A. MacRae, Hatfield, Pa,
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