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Cov. III - 11

During the first ghree_centuries aftér_Chrisﬁ'ascended td heaven His people
devoted themselves to ;Arrying Qut.the"great commiséion. Both émphases were always
before them. They consfantly wit#essed td'ﬁheir Saviour. At the same:time_they_
keptliooking for the éqming'bf_their Lord from heaven, knowing that He would
Himself establish His ﬁonderful kingdom. 5 :

After Roman emperors ﬁad repeatedly tiiég'tqtdéstroy Christianity_they found

q ]

" it necessary to confess that théfﬁersecutions_hédffailed. A new emﬁeror, Constan-

tine, adopted Christianity as his'rgligion.

There has been much argumeﬁt'gs'to whether Constantine was reaily a Christian.
I believe that there is little doubt that he was indeed a siﬂcere Chrisﬁian,\though
in many ways an untrained oné. A man in his posiﬁiqn is'aﬁt_to be flaﬁtered and
praised instead of being taught and_helped in hié'Chfistién life.

. Soon there was a gfeat éhangé in the attitude éf some of the leaders of tﬁé
Christian church, and éhis new attitude became'mofe_and morelwidespread. Now ﬁhat
the Roman empéror was é-Christian, meﬁ began to think that'thélvictory had already
been won, and that the eity of de" was being established onlearﬁh;.replacing the
former pagan emﬁire. All world-conditions ﬁspld éoon be brought in line with
Christian purposes. Thé kingdoﬁ ﬁf Chrisi wqpld soon be completely!realized.

How mistaken these_leaders-wérg! Before many décades had passed the fagé that
the Roman empire was déclining be;ame bbviéus. Qiolence and disorder appeared @n
every Band. Soon the western'péft'df the eppire was broken into many smglllparts;
For several centuries civili#atioq:almost:diSaPDearea from western Europe; then.a
long period of gradual:developmehf was neééésary béﬁore Europe could again be an
important center of worid progresé. God éllowed thélDark Ages to comé as evidence
that human effort canndt bring in the kingdom of God. It is only by God's power,
shown through the victory of Christ at Hia:return; that the kingdom of God wili be

established on earth.
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