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1/30/68 Class lecture #15

individual sounds (n:t unclear word here) It is among the ear11est alphabet
writing that has ever been found But it is not the earhest a.lphabetacu' ;;.;‘ltmg.
We know that, because it is an artificial system, made by those who' wem fmhar
with the earliest alphabetic system that ever was made, that originated by
accident a little before that, in the Sinaitic peninsula, the system from which
every alphabetlc system of er.tmg m the world has developed. This was an
art1f1c1a1 system based on xhxmdmt t.hat But this Ugaritic literature Eotnpletely '
dlsappeared e e e R o ] - . ;

| Now, at about the same time, on’the island of Crete, there was writing made,
and thls writlng was oh pleces of bltS of pottery, and varlous things that have
lasted but up mtﬁ}hthlz 1ast 15 years rlobody could read it. _Excavat1ons in’
Crete v were made wztlu.n th15 cent:ury, and theze 'were 5 found a good deai of writﬁg
and t}us wntmg in Ctete was of two dlfferent e types wh1ch were called Linear A
and Lmear B simply because there was more ‘A, it seéemed to be earlier. The B . '
seemed to be qu1te d:.fferent This- wr1t1ng on Crete ;- and ‘then ‘on the mamland
of Greece there was found m southem Greece at a place called Mxcrnme Mycenae
there was found at Mycenae,{, in excavatlons made early m thxs century,_ there .
was fomd some. wrxtmg w!uch was snnllar fto the wntmg at Crete. “And it m comes .

from about 1200 B. C., as the Wntmg ‘in Crete does. And it's only w{ith:in 't.he _1ast

15 years that thls writing has been dec1phered and found to be the same mtng

] language as Greek an early fom of Greek.: J\nd thJ.s Lmear B wntmg at fxexe

Cnete, and at Mycenae is not what you would call a 11terature We have fomd no
11terature from e1ther of these places that 15 nme that we- can read at least
as.. yet But 1.t 15 hstmg of ofﬁclal - 11st1.ng of accomts it 15 the
l1terature m c(mhectlon with the. ch.rectzon le of a: \ve;y involved bureaucrauc
system, and from it we have ev:ldence that at about 1200 B.Ciy m Crete ‘and in
Mycenae, and m a few other places on tho Greek mamland, thene \iere establlsl'nnents
which. had a hlghly orgamzed system' wlth gwat nunbe_rs of people workmg accordmg

.their - -
to a very ilf!l defmltely d1ctated system, each havmg hxs partlcular work to
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