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2 1/30/68 Class lecture #14

Well, during this second millennium B C. there was this great 11terature of

Babylon, and there was the great 11terature of Egypt, none of whlch was 'pmsowad
thmugh the ages, but which was buried and then found agam, but there ﬁesﬁsgery
interesting development, quite different from this, which occumd in Crete and in
Greece, and on the shores of Syria, opposite Crete. Now that, on the shores of
S)'na - well they're about the same time - I guess I'll mention that first.

(h the shores of Syrla, there was found in 1929 a place which we call Ras
Shamra. Ras Shamra is the present, name of a little place on the shcme of Syria,
north of Palestme -in what is today Lebanen | And at thls place in 1929, they
began to excavate. an ancient town fm::lr/l::lsn seccnd millennium B. C po | And 1n
that/m fot Whlch the anctent name was Ugarlt we have found a few hundred
tablets, clay tablets which have vanous types of writing - of materlal on them,
it but they have got the legends and religious’ stories of the ancient’ Canaamtes
And that’ has been very interestihg_‘te Bible stu;_ients because, before 1929, there
were. a .number of books written that showed how the view - the religiotzs viewe of i
the Bible were largely taken over from the ancient Canaanitee And'ot course it
was easy for anybody to prove they were taken over from the Canamxtes for we
didn't know anythmg about the Canaanitex’ rellglm except what we - found 111 the' |
Bible. But ncm we have rather extensive 11terature of the anc1ent szaamtes and
we can see that the religious 1deas/g: the Bible do not come from it. But we' can
see, en the other hand, where the Bible speaks agamst the re11g1on of the
Cmam:.tes and we can understand a mmber of the allusmns better, hecause we

1eam so much’ more about the religlon of the Canaanites from these- Ugar1t1c: tablets.

_ And t.hey had a language smllar to Hehrew and 1t thIWS 11ght on the meanmg of

< .t ugn dinteresting .
words u in same cases ni a very mterestmg w'ay And here was/n 11terature that

was completely forgotten, buried there in Ugant for more than 3000 h years - until

it was excavated only smce 1929 And n an mterestmg thmg about this

is
matenal is’ that 1t/m Nxt written, not like the Babylonmn and JEgypuan in an 1d10graph1c

: W
mm or logographic fom, but/m xi‘.pidn/ alphabetlc form, that is to say,

instead/ of havmgx 51gns that represent fox words ;11; has s1gns that represent.
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