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1[30/68 Class lecture #13

the next day the man came and made a further plea, and they had shorthand wr1ters

who took 1t all down. And so for seven ‘days’ the ‘man made his plea, - And he go_t;
more and more desperate. And his pleas became more and more eloqmnt '.- ﬁiti:at .
the end of the seven days, them then, they not only gave him back _h{s dcmkey,
they gave him a beautifully wixt written copy of all the pleas he had made. | And
it became a masterpiece of Egyptian literature which probably was read in schools
all over the nation for the next # 500 years.. That's one of maybe five or six
interesting literary p:i.eces that were written by people of real native ability - -
that "h:ad beenpreserved from anC1ent E'g}:fpt"?f_bécause’_, of being copied by some
school child - and buried with ‘him. "I‘l'lese"'aré" the literary things we 'héfe. We
have b;ﬁgi'é ofvery little xix"v_al'ug'; But thgée;' "Come in, Henry." 'How are you,
Henry?" - that sort of thing - we just don't have any of that frun ancient Egypt.
They usually made them copy more advanced matérial, | ' .-

But there probably was a £ very, great, nﬁmdm wmderful llterature in |
ancient Egypt, of which we prmhxkty hiven't got probably more than one percent
that ‘has been preserved by this 3Ct10n. And of Egypuan h1stonr - most of what
we know of Egyptiank history 1s mcmunents people 'put on nk the’ 51des of buzldmgs

"~ what " of course

where they mscnbed/ﬁu wonderful thmgs the Pharaoh had done -and/ all that 1s rather
¥EXY exaggerabed very often and we ‘can get hlstorlcal facts frcm it, but we: h&ve

to use it with great care, but they doubtless wrote extensive accounts bf the

~events of thelr reign, and these have a11 dlsappeared except that there were one

or two Pharaohs who had a wntmg of the events of theu- relgns burxed w1th them.

'j‘hé're are just a couple of cases were we have long accounts burzed w1th the ﬁharoahs
' of course -
Jnd these acc:orunts/are also twisted, d0ubt1ess e)«:apt what the Phamah wanted sald

but they gnre us much more detalled mfomatwn than the monunents But tlus

1

Egyptian 11terature was burled there um:11 mthin’ the last 150 years and cmpletely

_ forgotten. And the wnt:.ng on the sides of the mcmunents - by 100 B. C = they had

forgotten how to read nil ‘them. And nobody Imew mml mthm the last two or three

hundred years how to réad any of these SIgns although many tmvelers frcm Eumpe :

saw these inscriptions in Egypt, and wmdered about them
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