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1/30/68 Class lecture #11

they had papyrus; ... '
more fortunate than in Mesopotama/- they were more fortunate but we are 1ess
fortunate, - because the Egyptian writing - 1t was dmp cheaper probably “to use
papyrus t;gnl}l?:ll(gy tatikm tablets; there was a great deal. of wntmg in Egypt but
practically all of it has diaappeared. Suppose that bombers were to att_ack the

U.S° and to destroy the roofs of all of our houses, and that the people were all

~dfiven away, and that nobody was here for 500 years. If you came back 500 years

from now and wondered what kind of people 11ved here you would probably decide
they were qpn:e illiterate.’ 'Ihe only trace you would find of wnting > if you
went to Washmgton of ocurse you 'd find quite a few words written on the walls of
build:ings ; and on monunents' I don't‘ know that you'd find very many of them
in Phlladelphla - lnnm ‘they'd pmbably decide the people of Philadelphia were
almost ent_a.rely illiterate - because our news;:apers - -u is ms:.de of 30~ years
are just ready to drop to, pieces - and our books 1n51de of a couple of hundxed
years - part1cu1arly if exposed to weather, would disintégrate pretty badly

fusd Inside of 500 years the're"d probably be nothing at all‘ left of them.. An d so
in Egypt. durmg this thousand years there was a very extenswe 11terature wntten
but it was written on maym. papyrus, whlch is not more than tm.ce -as good as mf our-
paper, and consequentiy wouldn' t last more than tmee as’ long as our. paper would

last. md all of the papyrus written in Egypt d:urmg that thousand years

~and there was a tremendous 1ot of it, has dlsappeared except for what was

buried. And, ordinarily, there'd be no reason to bury it.: But ngypt is a much
any other place C

_dner climate. than almost/xmduxmmin in the world Almost anywhere else in the

' world i even if buried it would dlsmtegrate md go to p1eces But it's a very

dry clnnate and there were a fewschool ch1ldren who had cop1ed texts in school
of some of the great nasterpieces’ of anc1ent Egypt and then the t:htl.ld d1ed And

~ the parents, in a few cases, decided to bury w1th the child his school wntmgs

And so some of the great masterpieces of anmeng Bgypm:m 11terature are preserved
because beside a buried whiia school boy there 1s his school copy that he made

_ hmself as he leamed to nm wnte - of some Egypt:.an llterary masterplece and
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