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1/30/68 Class lecture #10

of using th® this writing to express words, and to preserve the rexollection .
of these words. | ‘ o
th&n

'~ Now the Sumerians/wrote down a fairly extensive 11terature qf stories legends
of various x types. It's a very interesting litezature, but it was entmely buried
until within the last 150 years, and hardly read until within thxx the last 50 years.
And there are comparatively few scholars who can do much with this Sumerian o |

at
literature. Thére were also imackinx’ mscnptmns made/ﬂ:mg that time in.
Egypt durmg that mxm;t century (mlllemmn") - ~on walls of buildings, and
ms1de of: some of the p)rrstmds And these inscriptmns many of them could .be,
" completely -

seen all tﬂllm thmugh the centurles but for 2000 years, people/forgot how to .
read’ them. | So they were Just as’ lost as if they'd been burled until within this
last 200 years when we have l_ean_xed to read them these _Bgyptlan. mScnpt_:_mps._ The
ingcriptions,- however, MS—'tly‘aré‘ simply brief récords of historical events, samething
like that, so it's questz_mable whether they belong mder the headmg of 11terature,

these " -
as to/th: burled tablets that the Sunenans wrote. Fortunately the Sumerians ‘wrote

their literature’ On Ic‘lvay table_t_s,_jar_ld these clay tablets, _:J‘._f‘_ba“ked , were px'ht;_ti;t:al_ly
indestructible. And that‘-way we have a gzb'étwdeél of thié material that has 'beén'_"
p:reserved to the present day. It is not mdely hwwn today, but: there are ‘a few
scholars who have been workmg vEry itunl mtens:mely in this fzeld.

Then the second millennium B C. 'Ihe second m111enn1um B.C. would be from 2000

107 1000 B. C It is a penod that 15 almost less known today than the thn-d

.

mllenniun because there was. more dxanatlon the'm was more upheaval, _*there was

_,more destructmn in th‘lS penod than durmg the« premous one. But 1t was a very'

ac:tlve pe*rmd ami there was a great deal of 11teratun~. mtten m the fanly young
c1ty then of Babylcm !We call 1t the "Old Babylbnian Litemtu're ™. And thls

literature was by people famhar with Sunerlan 11terature. It has same telatmnshlp

' to jlt but it is qulte mdependent of: 1t in the mam. ST R e

Now in hlesopotama at: thls J:me m the second mlés.llenmm B. C. : the mtmg

was on clay tabletsg, and ‘SO a great deal of 1t is. preserved In Egypt t:hey wene
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