1/30/68 Class lecture #9

No. 1,"The Third Millennium B.C." Now I trust that everyone kkkm knows that when you speak".-
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of thax "The Third Mlllenmun B.C." you mean from 3000 to 2000 B. C I m-speoking "
of that as a general large area of time - those thousand (years. -' md dunng those
thousardd years there were probably not 1/100th of the peopleonthe world (earth)

tik that there are today. And a great many of the things we have today they did not
have, but there was a considerable amount of literature written. Butlnone of that )
literature which was ixomx wtitteo in ,‘?.hat- millenx}iup was preserved through the _
ages so that it has been yjom known continoouﬂy from that'da')-r' to this. E\J'e'ﬁrthing-'
that we know about the 11terature wrltten in t.he t]urd mllenmum B .C., has been
discovered within the last 150 years by‘excavation. Evenrthmg we know about it. °
We héye'tliseo{rered‘ fof_’instance, a"'lai*ge' a'momt of ~litera'ﬁltl.u-e which we speak of as |
xﬁm "Smenan" 11terature . Now for those ‘of you who know nothmg about |
archaeology I‘ll Spell the word '_fSunerlon.f' But the Smermns were the flrst zeally
active,able people perhaps of whomwe have verybn}uch_e\__ndenee in history. 'Ihen are
a people shatmm who ¢ompletely t]ied-'out. "me)} h‘ad--a.‘ lmguage 'uttet‘lrﬁirelated to
any language known today ‘But the Sunerims ,who 11ved durmg a portwn of the'
third mimm m111enn1un B C m Mesopotama, invented wnting, and- from them v
it Spread eastward across As1a to C.'tuna and it spread westward/xi::;:xs Afneai,”md

the Eg)’ptl&l’l mtmg{ and the Chmese Writmg both had- their omgm ongms n

from the Sumerian writing. But the Sumerians mvented 1t both of these oth.er

natlons tmk took the start: of it fram them and then developed it in ‘an entlrely

-writing :

‘ dlfferent way than the Swnent;tns dld So that 1f yoru get the/m of e1ther of-

‘that -

these , areas a: thousand years' laten: 1t s not a bit 11ke the wa:y/the Smeﬁm
-wntmg developed but' at the start 1t is pracncally' 1dent1cal and most scholars

are qurte comnnoed today that it waa the Smrms who mvented 1t., Probably they

invented it ongmally as ‘a means of mdlcatlng p‘roperty, in cumectmn with
you

~ carayans -/thmtput a mark on it to show to whom it belonged ; They you d:nipp

develop a system of m listmg how man)' thmgs you had m the caravan - You hsted
your offem.ngs that you made in: the temp.le and thus for pr:acncal purposes the _
idea of makmg marks to remmd you of someth:ng developed and de-eloped the hab1t
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