1/30/68 Class lecture #8 #7

I got a statement a year ago from an Oxford scholar wh1ch express this nlt change
in the literary field in very strong lmguage and 1 copled this st.atmt that. is,

Sy
i

out of this book I copied a couple of paragraphs that expressed thls very stmng

(long A¥aith(?) (not clear) and I sent this to the leading scholars in the leadm’g
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of
wniversities/im America in the field of general literature and historical studies.

And 1 asked them, 'Do you think this statement is trmfodMortahegam true? What -
do you think of it?" And practically everyone of them answered by saying, Wit *Well,

this is. a very difficult matter to give a precise answer to . . 'Ihere are
_ . ' to w}uch to glve a prec::.se answer”

some people who' 11ke this imh:; book, and some who don't, and it's d1ff1cu1t to
know ‘j_us_t_'what__tb sa)'..f" And tgen',' aftet__starting'tltat way, the)r'd g0 on, and
they'd express' tﬁeazselves vei')r definitely, al'thowh expres's.ing' the. saane'ideas

in other words not saying, "I ﬂefnutely agme mth that " but pract:.cally saymg
the same thlng as that sald and saying, "Well if you‘ll smply take for instance
the field of Shakespearean study, if mtnxntlx ‘you'll take the works =
one‘_YaIe'scholaf wrote me, ""If you'll take the books of xxm so- and -s0, and he named
Torodmaioomt ten recent Shakespearean scholars read thelr artlclesg " Then he
sa1d Look at these ten fran thlrty years ago. & "And ﬁmﬂ timn;" he: s:nd

"1mned.1.ate1y you see the tmxm tremendous dlfference in the approach that has taken

plase in these thirty years." - And after he started out with - --" Nell it s hard to give
| mx:nixxmcgnlxan answer he sald "Thls is a subJect about whlch it's pretty hard to

say somethmg defnute it s/much better subject to 511: and~ dlscuss over a .cup of

coffee than to try to wnte abo ."" He ended up (cmcluded) wlth a very definite

-'recognltlm of the fact that thl’s change had taken plaoe. So you see we do not have -

a great many elear defmlte mxn quotatlons thatJ we. can gwe fmn lxteraxy scholars -

saying' that the method th.ch is at the fowrdatim of- Pen't: 3 Cr:t." was: mdely

~accepted flfty years ago; today 1t 15 pract1ca.11y non ex1stent. We don't have many

such statements we do have a fev HI But we ' do ha've a whole change of attitude

which ‘is very easy to fmd endence of although the ev1dence 15 a 11tt1e dlfflcult ;

l'n’r
to get a tight hold of So )rou see it is not a fleld 1n wh:u:.h we can smply say,
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