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1/30/68 Class lecture #2

it, but they have not done so, and the fact that it has been reprmted withm the last
10 years is endence of the-pos1t1on it still holds. We can get it mdl more masonably
than any of these other newer books, and it is just as good or better for mrx;!p our
purposes; so Ihope you will all familiarize yourselves with it B

Now, last time we discussed Roman xmmik® numeral I - which was''the Sco.pe of the
gmxus Course." And under that we looked at two things. And I want to sayj just:
a word/%maomf each of them tlus mornmg. T .‘ ‘

The, first of those which.we spoke of _-.gas,t}_ae Pent.°® itselfs And we looked at
eac-h- of ._fhe_.._t:ive-,_books. and 'said a word xhn __about their contents. ﬁa'ldj’I found -
from a question I was asked afterward that 1t would be advisable in connection with
that to éajr-, jusf a word about ."w'h_at"' the ore ‘is and fvhat-' it thd:mhmﬂ should be to

In the first place the OT® ' is a book of facts. It is a book whioﬁhpresents. to
us certain facts about the universe - that God wénts us to havex. And so'we can |
take any statement in the O’I"’ as definite fact unless there is m the context that
which makes it evident that it is mtended as an 111ustrat1m or as an magmary
story or somethmg of that kind; like when £rk Christ sa_ld "A sower went forth
to sow." (NT° illus,)  Was he thinking of a particular sowet - and in. this
particular case some of thewg,rams fell on good ground some- anong thorns and
some on rocky soil, and(:gwon) Or was He giving an magmary s;.tuatlon’ .It

&oésn"t i)artioularlf matter We are not mterested in knowmg whether there was

one sower who had exactly the expenence that Chnst descrlbed We are mterested

~in the lessons that He was giving them by rneans of that nﬁagmative 111ustr&t1m

. But we can expect nnagmatwe 111ustrat1ons to be exthe'r labeled ‘as such or

very clearly recognlzable as such frcm thelr c:t:er:e‘xt~ g

So that, in the first place, the Blble is a presentatlon of g:gzs to us.
But the fact 1s not necessanly always the most impOrtmt thing about it.
When I was in my early teens’ I used to go to a YMCA w‘ig‘o swnn._ And there

was a sort.of prem‘r_.un thoa-o If )rou went and took a sw:lm there you-were expected
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