http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm -

- 8 -

Thus we have seen God's answer to the questions: Why is reformation necessary?
and, Why is more than one refommation necessary? The same passage that answered

these general questions also indicates the main reasons why a reformation was

‘necessary in the sixteenth century, and also why one is necessary in the twentieth

century.

We noticed Jesus' strong rebuke when Peter wished to substitute his human
wisdom for the Word of God, as revealed by Christ IHimself. This is the first great
reason for need of reformation: neglect or contradiction of the Word of God.

Christimmity is the religion of a book. Fundamentalists are often called
Bible-worshippers, but this charge is false. We do not worhip the Bible, but the
God who reveals Himself through the Bible, .The only way we can truly worship God is
by finding out from the Bible who and what fle is and what He wants us to do. There
is no other way to leérn more than the barest of cssentials about the nature and
character of God. In ancient times God spoke directly to holy men, giving them
specific messages for their own- times, Once the Bible was completed God ceased this
method of direct communication witﬁ people. Instead, le wants us to study His Word
and learn from it the principles that are vital in directing our lives.

There are many today who think that this concept of the Bible as a revelation
is an outworn anaérstitutim of the Middle Ages. Actually, however, the idea of
revelation is cne of the very commdpest things in lifé. We would know very little
about each other if it were not for the conmunications, or revelations ,. that we are
constantly giving one another, The greatest scientist on earth would know very
little, were it not for the commmications that he had received from other scien-
tists about the facts that they had learned. If a man had never been in China and

wanted to learn something about it, it would be absclutely impossible for him to do
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