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and we are gilven the benefits of, but also we have a fellowship
with his sufferings and He uses us in some way to advance His
purposes in the worlde. e 43

If we trulv belong to Christ everything in cur lives is
under CGod's direction and we can w2 sRyeyxkikxwkenxws rejolce
when we enjoy something of experiencing the sufferings of Christ.

I had a letter from a mannot leng ago who had been quite
active in a group cf Christians. Then he became disillusioned
and he declded there were many things they did he didn't like
and he wrote me just a brief word on a Christmas card and said
he got into an entirely different grous and said, Oh it's wonder=
ful to be with people who are so refreshingly Christian. And I
was inclined to send him a note and sav I thought it was wondere
ful toe that he was having such a happy experience, but I being
quite -a -bit eolder than he is can assure kim that whorcever he goes
he will find people are still human. Wherever he goes. And when you
join with 2 new group of Christians vyou haven't been with beforec
you see all the wonderful qualitles in their lives and have a
glorious fellowship and it 1s perfectly grand how refreshingly
Christian thev are.

2ut when you are with them long enough to begin to sea below
the surface and begin to see some cof the disagreements and different
viewpoints and different attitudes and some of the criticisms of one
another. And wille some are busy trying to advance thework of God,
others are standing on the sidelines picking little points with them
and trving te critisize them. When you see this a little bit vou
decide mavbe you'd better move on to another group te find what i3
refraeshingly Christian, But we find our joy, if we are real Christe
ians, not in other Christians, but in the Lord Jesus Christ, The
standard of Christians is way above the standard of the world.
Through our lives we will get great blessing from our contact with
Christians, but we will find they differ among themselves just as
much as people of the world do and we will find that they all como
verv very far short of the standara that Christ has set before us
which we will reach in His wonderful time but hardly in this lifo

Jonetimes I thi"k that the wickad peraon of tne earth is amnut
as far above absolute wickedness as the bottom of this platform
perhaps, and the rest of us are maybe four inches higher up than
that and we can lock way down on him. But 1f we want to look up at
God's standard of right, it is way up there! And moBt of us =wewo
look dewn at that and say, Isn't it wonderful I'm way up so far
above him, I'm so much better than he is. Then we lock at other
Christians who are 5 inches above us, and instead of comparring
them with ourselves we compare them with the ceiling and say, Oh
loock at the faults in them.

God wants us to judge ourselves most mercilessly, to sze the
faults in oursclves and seek the power of His resurrection to
remedy them., But he wants us to look at others to see if they truly
halieve in Christ to try to have some of the fellowshin of the
sufferings of Christ and see how we can he helpful te them; how we
can help them grow rather thar critisinzing them, accusing them of

rod
0t reaching the standard up thuxa that we have imagined that ve na
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