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A great mmber of xxkmtmxtx semi-scholarly or scholarly books have been
published in the last twenty years. During the past twenty years a great
nunber of scholarly or semi-scholarly books have appeared, many of them with

such xt titles as Understanding the Old Testament, Interpreting the O1d

Testament, or Ihderstanding the New Testament. Some of these books boast

of being x used as textbooks in dozens or even hindreds of colleges. most of

them present as established fact the divisive theories that attribute the

Pentateuch to the work of different writers desionated as J, F, N, and P,

dogmatically

writing mndreds of years anart, and/nresent similar theories for the 01¢

Testament and also for thexXKexx¥estmmert many of the hooks of the New Testament,
Parely does one find in these books any mention of the !ipher Criticisn.

Fifty years ago there was widespread discussion as to whether the i'icher

Criticism is true. Todav these books simply present the conclusions of the

licgher Criticism as fact, and dxmpxtkexterm as a rule drop the tem altocether.
It is interesting to notice that ceneral hool's on historical and literary

tem
criticism also have ceased to use the wgggq”ﬁighor Criticism.”” Sk Fifty

years ago it was widely said that the teprn “fidener Criticism™ was simnly a
well-recoenized and baportant section of literary studv. and that anyone who
was interested in the date or authenticity of a hool: was per se a hicher
critic. Today the term is no longer used in tiais sensc. Instead it is
meRtioRed=either=in=a=siiphtinv=-ways-ersif-menticned=at=atis=either=in=a

, if at all,
sliochting wRXXEX if mentioned/atfad¥s cither in a slichtine way, or as a
rather auestionable tyvpe of approach, ®X® or as an AR approach which is
practically wihich is confined to Til:lical materials.
s A1l this illustrates the fact that the teaching which is todav so

widespread in the fleld of Rililical study, is actually a snrvival of an

approach that was widely prevalent durine two centuries in the general field
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