
Purpose of Creation

against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh and these are

r
contrary the one to the other, so that ye cannot do the things that

ye would." There are two ways of taking this: there is the spirit
cleansed by God vs the spirit and the flesh together which are the

sinful nature, And there is the spirit, the power of being an

individual vs the flesh, the world of cause and effect, We in our

human situation are not able to completely to separate these two

aspects. the MV says "the flesh lusts against the spirit" and has

ledmany people to think thatthe flesh is per se bad. Monks have

gone and shipd themselves and have tried to go without food, and

tried to punit!; the body, The body they thought of as bad, and the

spirit is oil that mattersi thit is wrong. the flesh, the body, is

something God created for our good and it is a marvellous instrument.

We noticed In the last hour something of the perfection and the

wonder of the body that God has made and has given us. Greater than

the wonders of any machine any man has ever made are the wonders of

the human body. This body is the means in which we become aware of

things around us, We get information about this world, and we affect

r
our world (through the body). it is the instruement by which we

(that is our aplrit) our spirit which is eternal, affects and

relates to our body, Jesus said to the woman of Mrnaria in John Sx

4, where she adked him where to worship. In Jerusalem? In Samaria?

Jesus said, God Is Spirit and they that worship him must wzx worship

him in spirit an in truth, The body is simply an instrument. Whether

we worship in Staris, or in Jerusalem or in Philadelphia is not

particularly important except perhaps in relation to a temporary
situation, But it is the spirit in relation to God that is important,
The body, the flesh, is a valuable instrument,

The translators of the NIV seeing the way this flesh lusts against
the spirit and the spirit sgainstthe fleshi has led to putting the

body down as bad, have translated "flesh" in these vv, as the sin

fulnature, They say the spirit lusts against the sinful nature and
the sinful nature against the spirit. Of count: it is true that when

it says flesh here it does not simply mean body; althought I believe

that's an element in it. But I think they are wrong in making it Ø1n.

r
ful nature because I think that makes it a parap?irase rather than a

translation. They may think that's what flesh means in that passage
and I think it does, but I think it means more than that, I think that

it also points to the fact that it is the spirit that is what matters.
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