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) 000554 werlvars sanctlty of Life == Parooso oF Sroablion

ruoted by Peoter at tho ond of the first chapter of 1 Poter word for
worde The glory of man s like the flower of grasse.

I think one of the great illustrations that I know of is what
hrappened in the last few yecars in relation to the British empire. In

her diamond jubllee,

1897, Queen Victoria had her second jubllee/#)é celebrating 60 years
of her reign. 1t was a tremendous ofcasion of glory and boasting. The
sun never sets on the British Gmpire. There were British outposts on
every continent. Dritish colonies in every section of the world,
British fleets keeping the sea~lanes open all through the world, and
all the world was benefiting from all the glory of the British Empire.
Sverything was joy and jubilation except for one rather unsatisfactory
notaee A well known poet, Rydyard Kipling wrote a poem, and this poem
waz published in the London Times. It was called the Recessional, It
irrltateﬂ many people. It introducted a false note into the celebrae
tion of the glories of the British Empire. Actually Rudyard Kipling
was 50 years ahead of hls time. His poem was so out of accord with
the general attitude that it appeared in the newspaper and was forgotten
until 10 vears later. ‘e published a whole volume of poems with his
Recessional as the last poem in the group. Today the poem sounds
prophetice You'd almost think that Rudyard Kipling seemed to look ahecad
SC years and see what was happendage. As late as 1914 the British
Empire still seemed to be at the very apex of its glory. The end of
Wworld Wer 1 saw an Empire that was exausted. But it gradually regained
much of its power, and then in 1939 declared the second great World
Ware In 1945 wWinston Churchill declared, "1 did not become His Majesty's
Chiof Minister in order to preside at the liquidation (dissolution) of
the British Emplire." But #Winston Churchill did not realize the changes
that had taken place., And the British populas perhaps realised it more
than he did, because when he sald he didn't want to preside at the
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