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while he slept, and his goods have been stolen. Our Lovd seys,
in offect: "iHow ¥ this mon had known when the thie? would come,
you ean he sure that he would not have boen sleeping at that parti-
¢culsr time. He would have toen wide-swake ond alert, and the thiof
would not have succeeded in brealking up his house.” The i1liustre~
tion stresses tho attitude vhich the Lord wante all Christians to
take. He does not wish their service to be sporadic. He desives
them to be constantly slert and vigilent end wide-awake, lest
their testimmany be injured. o

only one verse is devoted to the illustration of the household
er. Its object is to tring out ome vitel point. We should not
attempt to £it all its aspects to the actuwl situation, for no
111lustration ¢an be oxpocted to £it in overy point.
~ Yepse 4%, This is our Colden Text. Its thought proceeds
directly from the illustration of the houssholder. "Stmilarly,”
He seys, “you do not keow when the Son of Man is coming, and con-
sequently 1t is necossary thet you should always be veady, for He
will come at & time when you lemst expect Him.”

4, The Illustration of the Goed and Bvil Sevvants, vv. 4#5-51.
Our next illustration is given at m greateyr length than
the proceding ons, o5 is matural, since it has a much greater
shxilspity to the achal situation of the Christian, He is &
servant, to whom the Lord bas glven sertain duties to perform.
cone away for & time, and the servant should be
ready for His return, vhenever it may ceour.

o

Slensed 1 that sevvont whom his LopC. Woon He

com shall find so doinz.” Verse 45 told us what this "so
doing” was. It consisted in giving food in season to the menbers
of the household. Eech Christian hos a duty to distribute the
pread of 1ife, giving the message of salvation to those who ayrse
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