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Defense of the Bible # 4

Curriculum published in Richmond Va. for use in the S, Fresbhv.
Ch..and also authorized by the central bodies of four other

Reformed denominations. It's language is very subtloe. IT ono
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reads it carefully it is casy to see that it is merely tha old

higher criticism that 1s given them in a sugar coated form. Thuc
on n. 3C licCarthy dis ses inspiration. After saying that the
Bible is inspired, ne goes on to ask what inspiration nmecans. It
says that after all the word has a great many meaningse. OF the

two he looks at, one 1s a coanfused manner of express ing tho truth

=t:he truly Biblical doctrine that the Bible is the World of God

and free from crror, while thes other which he places
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makes the Bible mercly a human book.
MeCarthy calls his first definition of inspiration the
urge Lo writc. For the sccond he employs the designation: A verbal
dichation theory, of insplration.
Cven without reading further in this bocock that is now
so widely recommended by denoninational lcaders, it w w should be

airness of McCarthy's nresentation. It
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easy to recognize the un

is truz that the word inspiratlon, like so many otherz uwords
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‘often used in different senses. But in weference to thedible

theologicans have always had a definlte idea in mind whcen they
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ed this word. That
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dea is entirely different froim the ideca
== fyrom the use of the word to denote the drawing of air into the
lungs, or to describe the exhiliaratlon one derives from secclding

a view from a mountain, or hearing a grecat plece of musice. Or

he t£hrill that one gets from suddenly thinking of a new ideas.
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11 these are comnon uses of the word inspiration, but none orf
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& them express what Christians have always nmeant by Biblical in-
spiration., If time permitted it would be easy to go through Church

History and to see that all the great histtoricX Christian
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